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Creole:   

The Proverb for today will do more than keep the devil away, 

Creole:   

it will bring you joy.  

Creole:   

It will truly fill your life with happiness and expectation.  

Creole:   

Listen to Proverbs 12 verse 20.  

Creole:   

t tells us that deceit fills the hearts that are plotting evil, 

Creole:   

but joy fills the hearts that are planning peace.  

Creole:   

The New International Version says, “There is deceit in the heart of those who plot evil,

Creole:   

 but joy for those who promote peace.”  

Creole:   

I like the phrase  “those who are planning peace.”

Creole:   

Good people plan peace.  

Creole:   

Are you planning peace today?  

Creole:   

You know there are some situations in your life that are unsettled.  

Creole:   

There is a tumultuous situation.  

Creole:   

There is a relationship that you are aware of.  

Creole:   

There are either two people or two groups of people.  

Creole:   

It may be a family member or a church member, 

Creole:   

but unrest and lack of peace are about us everywhere and all the time.  

Creole:   

I don’t want to focus on the part about deceit filling the heart of those plotting evil.  

Creole:   

The promise I want to focus on, is the joy for those who plan peace.  

Creole:   

I am hoping that after we spend these few minutes together on A Proverb A Day, 

Creole:   

or even while you are listening, that you might be planning peace.  

Creole:   

That you may be thinking of that disturbed relationship, 

Creole:   

and planning a way to bring peace into that relationship.  

Creole:   

We will exhort you today to bring peace.  

Creole:   

Jesus tells us in the gospels.  “God blesses those who work for peace.”  

Creole:   

That is the way it is said in the New Living Testament, 

Creole:   

but the King James Version says, “Blessed are the peacemakers.”  

Creole:   

Happy, it says, “Happy are those who are about the business of making peace.”  

Creole:   

Peace doesn’t come by accident.  

Creole:   

The writer of the book of Proverbs says there are people who PLAN for peace.  

Creole:   

They develop a strategy for peace.  

Creole:   

They think about the situation and they look for ways to heal it.  

Creole:   

The Bible promises that those people who do that can expect and will have joy flowing from their hearts.

Creole:   

You know Jesus is the Prince of Peace. 

Creole:   

He is our peace who has broken down every wall of partition (separation), it tells us in the book of Ephesians.  

Creole:   

The Apostle Paul says something similar in both Corinthians and Romans .  

Creole:   

In 2 Corinthians 13:11 at the end of his letter, he says, “Finally Brothers, good bye.”  

Creole:   

He is giving them a good greeting and then adds to it, “Aim for perfection” 

Creole:   

Don’t be surprise at what God includes in perfection.  

Creole:   

 “Aim for perfection.  Listen to my appeal and be of one mind. 

Creole:   

Live in peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you.” 

Creole:   

Isn’t it remarkable how many times in the gospels, Jesus says, “Hold your peace.” 

Creole:   

Or “Peace be still.”

Creole:   

Jesus spoke to the angry waves and wind, “Peace, be still.” 

Creole:   

And he brought peace.  This is what we are commissioned to do.  

Creole:   

We are commissioned to be peacemakers.  

Creole:   

We are called by the anointing and appointment of God to walk in Jesus’ steps.  

Creole:   

We are to be peacemakers.  You can be peacemakers today.  

Creole:   

Paul tells us something else in Romans chapter 12 that you need to be mindful of.  

Creole:   

He says in chapter 12 verse 19, “If it is possible as much as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”

Creole:   

Here is real wisdom.  

Creole:   

There are some situations where is isn’t possible to bring peace, but he is saying, “As much as it depends on you….”  

Creole:   

In other words, don’t you be the reason that there is no peace.  

Creole:   

There may be someone who will not have peace with you or peace with another, 

Creole:   

but Paul is saying I don’t want you to be the cause of it.  

Creole:   

Examine your heart.  You may say I can make peace in this situation.  

Creole:   

I can’t get this problem resolved, but Paul says, as much as depends upon you, 

Creole:   

as much as is possible, live at peace with everyone.

Creole:   

Husbands and wives, you may have said to yourselves, our marriage is simply not going to work. 

Creole:   

I can’t have peace with this woman or peace with this man, because they have an angry spirit or they are hopeless, 

Creole:   

or they are discouraged or they are depressed or they are complaining to me all the time.  

Creole:   

It could be that peace is a long ways away, 

Creole:   

but the instruction of the Apostle Paul is “as much as it depends on you…” plan for peace.  

Creole:   

Seek for peace.  Be a peacemaker, 

Creole:   

because the writer of the book of Proverbs says that joy fills the hearts of those who are planning peace.

Creole:   

Real peace doesn’t mean being a doormat; 

Creole:   

that is, giving in to someone who complains until they get what they want.  

Creole:   

Sometimes people, who preach peace, say “Don’t stir up the waters.  

Creole:   

Don’t bring up problems.  That would be too upsetting.  

Creole:   

Don’t mention that.  Sometimes the pathway to peace is through a battle.  

Creole:   

Sometimes you have to fight a war in order to get peace.  

Creole:   

There are times when we have to jump into a situation with both feet (all the way).  

Creole:   

In Luke, the Lord Jesus instructs us, if a brother offends you, rebuke him, 

Creole:   

and if he asks for your forgiveness even 70 times, forgive him.

Creole:   

The instruction is rebuke him.  

Creole:   

There are times when we plan for peace, 

Creole:   

as we pursue peace, we have to be aggressive in the process.  

Creole:   

I am reminded of President’s Reagan’s position regarding finding peace with Russia.  

Creole:   

He said we had to find peace with strength.  

Creole:   

We should not tear down our capability to defend ourselves in order to find peace, 

Creole:   

but we must build up our capabilities.  

Creole:   

When it is clear to the enemy that we are impregnable,

Creole:   

then they will pursue peace.  

Creole:   

Sometimes peace comes through strength.  

Creole:   

I would point us over to a place in Mark.  

Creole:   

This scripture is very interesting to me, 

Creole:   

because I sometimes get accused of stirring the water when I shouldn’t stir the water.  

Creole:   

Mark chapter 9 verse 49 says, “Everyone will be purified with fire” 

Creole:   

and further down the passage it says, “Salt is good for seasoning, but if it looses it flavor, how do you make it salty again.  

Creole:   

You must have the qualities of salt among yourselves and live at peace with each other.”  

Creole:   

This is a rather obscure scripture, unless you contemplate the nature of salt. 

Creole:   

Salt in a wound stings.  

Creole:   

If you have ever had a cut on your hand and put a little salty water on it, it stings, 

Creole:   

but after it stings, it sooths.  

Creole:   

Sometimes there needs to be a stinging in the wound in order for there to be a soothing in the wound.  

Creole:   

He says we are the salt of the earth.  We sting the earth.  We convict it of sin.  

Creole:   

 (Again) We convict it of sin.  

Creole:   

We say things that are challenging and upsetting.  

Creole:   

People don’t like to hear about hell.  

Creole:   

People don’t like to hear about the wages of sin being death.  

Creole:   

But God has commissioned us to tell others if you keep doing that, you are going to go to hell.  

Creole:   

If you keep doing that you are going to bring death into your body.

Creole:   

There are times when we need to pour in a little salt into the wound and make it sting a little bit in order to prepare the way for healing.  

Creole:   

So I caution you against being the kind of person that always says, “Peace, peace, peace, peace, peace, peace.”  

Creole:   

Sometimes you should the person who spreads salt.  

Creole:   

You may sting someone a little.  

Creole:   

 (We are warned that salt should not loose its flavor or otherwise it is good for nothing and will be thrown out.)

Creole:   

Sometimes you need to be strong and go into a situation with a little force in order to bring peace.   

Creole:   

We are promising in the Proverb A Day session to try to connect the book of Proverbs to the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  

Creole:   

There is a wonderful statement in Luke about this issue of peace.  

Creole:   

In Luke chapter 10, after Jesus had been with them about 3 years and taught them how to heal, deliver and raise the dead, 

Creole:   

he called 120 disciples together.  

Creole:   

He sent the disciples out.  

Creole:   

Listen to what he said to them.  “When you enter a house, first say peace to this house.  

Creole:   

If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him.”  

Creole:   

In other words, if the man whose house you are in is able to receive your peace, because he is a man of peace, 

Creole:   

then the peace that you bring, he will be able to receive.  

Creole:   

Reading on it says, “If not, it will return to you.  

Creole:   

Stay in that house eating and drinking whatever they give you, for a worker deserves his wages.  

Creole:   

Do not move around from house to house.  

Creole:   

When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 

Creole:   

Heal the sick who are there, and tell them the Kingdom of God is near you.  

Creole:   

When you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into the streets and say, 

Creole:   

even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet, we will wipe off against you.  

Creole:   

Yet be sure of this: the kingdom of God is near.  

Creole:   

I tell you it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than that town.”

Creole:   

This was Jesus’ instructing his disciples to be salt.  

Creole:   

He says go to the place and if they receive your peace, let it remain.  

Creole:   

Stay there and eat and drink whatever they offer you, and minister the kingdom, 

Creole:   

but if they reject you, tell them even the dust from that town on your feet, you will wipe off against them.  

Creole:   

Jesus is telling his disciples to be salt.  Tell it to them like it is.  

Creole:   

How do we know when to speak words that bring peace?  

Creole:   

Think of what Jesus would do.  

Creole:   

He always pleased his Father in what he said or did, and we should too. 

Creole:   

Promote peace today and you will find joy filling your heart.  

Creole:   

Plan peace.  Look for a place to bring peace.  

Creole:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day. 

Creole:   

God bless you.


