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095 Diligence-Vendredi

Creole:   

Is anybody hungry today?  

Creole:   

Has anybody asked themselves the question, is there more 

Creole:   

or is what I am presently doing, all there is to life?  

Creole:   

Is there more?  

Creole:   

We are talking about spiritual hunger.  

Creole:   

We are talking about desiring more in the spirit and greater fulfillment.  

Creole:   

The book of Proverbs gives us clues as to why some people are basically dissatisfied.  

Creole:   

In Proverbs 12:24, it says, “The hand of the diligent shall bear rule, but the slothful shall be under tribute.”  

Creole:   

I understand that this statement uses old English words.  

Creole:   

These are words we don’t use today.  

Creole:   

We may know what slothful is.  It means to be lazy. 

Creole:   

But, “shall be under tribute’?  What does it mean to be under tribute?

Creole:   

In the language of the Old Testament, a person or a nation that was under tribute, 

Creole:   

were those who had been conquered by someone else and had to pay taxes 

Creole:   

because they were conquered.  

Creole:   

They were slaves actually. 

Creole:   

 “The diligent shall bear rule.”  What does it mean, “to bear rule”? 

Creole:   

It means to be a leader.  

Creole:   

We can clear up these meanings by looking at the New Living Testament.  

Creole:   

The same verse is spoken in contemporary English.  

Creole:   

It says, “Work hard and become a leader.  Be lazy and become a slave.”  

Creole:   

I like that so much better.  It speaks to me.  I understand.  

Creole:   

 “Work hard and become a leader.  Be lazy and become a slave.”

Creole:   

Now regarding the business of spiritual hunger.  I think that slaves are generally hungry.  

Creole:   

They have a lack of fulfillment, a lack of completeness in their lives.  

Creole:   

The Lord has something for each one of us. He has a job for us.  

Creole:   

There is a job description that we each fit.  

Creole:   

There is much work to be done in the kingdom.  

Creole:   

If for any reason we are not performing that work, we are being slothful.  

Creole:   

We are being lazy, and that will bring us into slavery.

Creole:   

Let’s take a look at what Jesus had to say about work.  

Creole:   

In John chapter 6 verses 28 and 29, “The disciples said unto him, what shall we do that we might work the works of God?  

Creole:   

Jesus answered and said unto them.  This is the work of God, that you believe on him whom he has sent.”  

Creole:   

That sounds easy enough.  There is not much required.  

Creole:   

We say, “I believe in Jesus.  I believe that Jesus is the Lord.  

Creole:   

I believe that he died on the cross for the forgiveness of my sins.  

Creole:   

I believe that he was resurrected.  Yes, I believe.  

Creole:   

So I guess that I am complete.  I am doing everything I think that I ought to do.” 

Creole:   

I am not so sure.  Maybe we are and maybe we aren’t.  

Creole:   

Let’s read it in the Living Bible, backing up one verse.  

Creole:   

 “You shouldn’t be concerned about perishable things like food.  

Creole:   

Spend your energy seeking the eternal life that I the Son of man can give you, for God the Father has sent me for that very purpose.  

Creole:   

They replied, what does God want us to do?  

Creole:   

Jesus told them, this is what God wants you to do.  Believe in the one that he has sent.”

Creole:   

The reason we backed up one verse is because they were interested in what they should do, 

Creole:   

and Jesus said, “Spend your energy seeking the eternal life that I the Son of man can give you.”  

Creole:   

When he  (?) eternal life, he was not talking merely when you die and cross over the river Jordan.  

Creole:   

He was talking about eternal life that starts the moment that you become alive in Christ, when you are born again.  

Creole:   

The scripture tells us that he, who has Christ, has eternal life.  

Creole:   

And he, who doesn’t have Christ, does not have eternal life. 

Creole:   

 “If any man would follow me, let him take up his cross and die daily, and follow me.”  

Creole:   

If we are dying to self; that is, dead to self life, then we are alive to eternal life.  Alleluia.  

Creole:   

And if we are alive to eternal life, then some interesting things are going on.

Creole:   

The disciples asked him, “What must we do…” 

Creole:   

He said, “Believe.”  “Believe on me.”  

Creole:   

Let’s look for further insight to understand what it means to believe on Christ.  

Creole:   

As I said earlier, a lot of people believe on him, and yet they are slothful slaves.  

Creole:   

They are not doing any work.  Why?  

Creole:   

What’s the difference between those who believe and don’t work, and those who believe and do work?  

Creole:   

Are you working in the kingdom today?  

Creole:   

Have you got a kingdom agenda? 

Creole:   

Do you intend to build the kingdom of God today?  

Creole:   

Or are you just satisfied that you are save and that you believe?  

Creole:   

Is that enough?  

Creole:   

Remember he who works hard will become a leader.  

Creole:   

The hand of the diligent shall bear rule.  

Creole:   

If you are going to get ahead in the kingdom, you have to work.

Creole:   

Why don’t we work?  Let’s look at Hebrews chapter 11.  

Creole:   

It says, “Without faith it is impossible to please God, but he who comes to God must believe that he is.”  

Creole:   

If the scripture ended there, most of us would easily believe that we are accepted by God.  

Creole:   

We would be complete and all of our tomorrows taken care of. 

Creole:   

But something else is attached to the end of that verse.  

Creole:   

It says, “He that comes to God, must believe that he is and that he is the rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”

Creole:   

I believe that the spirit of God has given me insight 

Creole:   

that many people do not believe that God is the rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  

Creole:   

Many people think that God is out in space and he set things into motion 

Creole:   

and has wanted us to do this and that if we want to go to heaven and there is nothing more to do.  

Creole:   

But Hebrews tells us that he is the rewarder of those that diligently seek him.  

Creole:   

And that reward is not a delayed reward.  There are delayed rewards.  

Creole:   

There is such a thing as laying up treasure in heaven, but there are rewards that come to a person right now, 

Creole:   

if they believe that he is and that he is the rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Creole:   

The greatest reward that comes to them is that he sends himself. 

Creole:   

He sends his Spirit.  

Creole:   

He sends his presence into a person’s life.  

Creole:   

There is no greater reward than the ability to sense and perceive and know the presence of God.  

Creole:   

We are instructed in the Psalms to come before his presence with thanksgiving.  

Creole:   

He rewards us with himself.  

Creole:   

He rewards those who diligently seek him. 

Creole:   

I believe that this diligently seeking includes working, doing the work of the believer; 

Creole:   

that is, believing that he is and that he is the rewarder.  

Creole:   

He is the rewarder of those that diligently seek him.  

Creole:   

The whole issue of works is made clearer as we read on in John chapter 5 verse 20.  

Creole:   

It says, “For the Father loves the son, and shows him all things, that he himself does.”  

Creole:   

There is an emphasis on doing.  

Creole:   

 “And he will show him greater works than these that you may marvel; 

Creole:   

for as the Father raises up the dead and quickens (enlivens), even so the Son quickens whom he will.  

Creole:   

Now the emphasis here is on doing and on working.  

Creole:   

And it is talking specifically about people being raised from he dead.  

Creole:   

We need to realize that when God raised people from he dead, he was teaching us something.  

Creole:   

He was demonstrating that he has the power to take a dead body and make it become alive.  

Creole:   

But the real teaching didn’t have so much to do with dead bodies and live bodies, 

Creole:   

but with spiritually dead people and spiritually alive people.  

Creole:   

God can take a spiritually dead person, a person who is cut off from God and he can make them become alive in Christ.

Creole:   

This ultimately is our job.  This is what we do when we build the kingdom.  

Creole:   

We go and tell people about Christ, delivering them from death associated with sin.  

Creole:   

If they sin, they die.  

Creole:   

When they get set free from sin, they live.  They have life.  

Creole:   

Our job is to bring life to people.  Alleluia.

Creole:   

In John 14, he says, “The truth is, anyone who believes in me will do the same works that I have done.”  

Creole:   

Here I am centering in on where I wanted to go with this teaching today.  

Creole:   

The truth is that anyone who believes in me, will do the same works that I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to the Father.  

Creole:   

It says, ANYONE who believes in me.  

Creole:   

ANYONE includes you. 

Creole:   

If you are born again, if you are alive in Christ, if you are a disciple of Jesus, then you are included in that anyone.  

Creole:   

Jesus says, anyone who believes in me will do the same works that I have done.  

Creole:   

One of the works that he did was he raised people from the dead.  

Creole:   

We are called to raise people from the dead.  

Creole:   

The scripture says you WILL do the same works that I do.  

Creole:   

You will raise people from he dead.  

Creole:   

How do we raise people from the dead?  

Creole:   

We tell them that without faith it is impossible to please God. 

Creole:   

We tell them about life in Christ.  

Creole:   

We introduce them to Jesus so that they can become born again, so that they can become alive in Christ.  

Creole:   

This responsibility doesn’t fall on the preacher, the deacon or the bishop.  

Creole:   

It says anyone who believes in me will do the same works that I have done, 

Creole:   

and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father.  

Creole:   

Isn’t this a challenge to our spiritual lives?  Are we part of the “anyone”? 

Creole:   

Let’s go back to Proverbs.  

Creole:   

It says that the hand of the diligent shall bear rule.  

Creole:   

In the modern translation, it says, work hard and become a leader.  

Creole:   

Become a leader in Christ.  

Creole:   

Become someone who leads people to Jesus.  

Creole:   

Work hard.  Believe that he is.  

Creole:   

Believe that he is the rewarder of those that diligently seek him and you will be a leader in Christ.

Creole:   

You want a great reward?  Go work in the kingdom.

Creole:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  
Creole:   

God bless you.


