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111 The Prudent – Monday

Creole:   

Far too often I have heard people say, “Well, I am not that familiar with the scripture.”  

Creole:   

That could be an effort at humility, an effort to not exalt one’s self. 

Creole:   

But unfortunately this is usually not the case.  

Creole:   

People simply don’t know enough about the scriptures to make wise decisions.  

Creole:   

Proverbs 13:16 tells us that every prudent man deals with knowledge, but a fool lays open his folly.  

Creole:   

Today I am going to talk about a prudent man, 

Creole:   

and we are also going to talk about what it is to have knowledge.

Creole:   

The Living Bible says that wise people think before they act.  

Creole:   

The New International Version says, “Every prudent man acts out of knowledge, but a fool exposes his folly.”  

Creole:   

As we have pursued this course of learning to be wise, 

Creole:   

as we have looked at the book of Proverbs over and over again, 

Creole:   

we have heard that scriptures tell us to get wisdom and to get common sense.  

Creole:   

And now it is telling us to get knowledge.

Creole:   

As we have looked at it in times past, we know that really what it is referring to is having knowledge of God.  

Creole:   

Do you know the Lord?  Do you know the word?  

Creole:   

In the beginning was the word.  

Creole:   

Creole:   

Do you know the Lord?  Do you have knowledge of God’s word?  

Creole:   
Creole:   

Every prudent man has available to him the knowledge of God that he can use for whatever difficulty or situation he is confronting in his life.

Creole:   

Many times when people discuss spiritual problems, they give non-spiritual answers.  

Creole:   

They speak of what they refer to as common sense or experience.  

Creole:   

Where as the best answers we can give are God’s answers from God’s word.  

Creole:   

Every prudent man acts out of his knowledge of God. 

Creole:   

The Living Bible uses the phrase “wise people”  

Creole:   

It is substituted for “prudent”.  

Creole:   

It says wise people.  

Creole:   

Let’s look at the word “prudent” for a minute. 

Creole:   

 A prudent person is a wise person, a careful person.  

Creole:   

We don’t use this word very often in everyday language.  

Creole:   

It is an old word actually and came into the English language around 1400 AD over 600 years ago, 

Creole:   

but it is not used a lot today.  

Creole:   

We may say a “prudent manager” or a “prudent ruler”, 

Creole:   

someone who is careful and sensible, marked with sound judgment.  

Creole:   

A prudent person is careful about how he talks.   

Creole:   

We have already looked at this subject in Proverbs 12:23.  

Creole:   

It says, “A prudent man conceals knowledge, but the heart of fools proclaims foolishness.”  

Creole:   

To understand what it is talking about, listen to the New Living Testament. 

Creole:   

It says, “Wise people don’t make a show of their knowledge, but fools broadcast their folly.”  

Creole:   

In other words, a wise person doesn’t tell everything that he knows. 

Creole:   

His who concealed knowledge is his strength.   

Creole:   

A squirrel that puts nuts away for the winter so it will have food to eat, is said to be prudent.  

Creole:   

We will look at that concept in a minute where it says that the prudent man sees danger ahead and makes a provision for it.

Creole:   

We are declaring here today that God wants us to be prudent.  

Creole:   

It is hard to do this if we don’t know what “prudent” means, 

Creole:   

(It means) to be careful, to be sensible, to be wise, to restrain our speech; 

Creole:   

to handle money and gifts correctly that God has given. 

Creole:   

Every prudent man acts out of knowledge, it tells us here in proverbs 13:16, 

Creole:   

but a fool exposes his folly.  

Creole:   

In the Living Testament, it says “Fools even brag sometimes about the fact that they aren’t prudent.”  

Creole:   

It is interesting how that can occur.  

Creole:   

I have seen it happen where a person has made a very foolish mistake, because he was not prudent.  

Creole:   

Rather than feeling sorry for them having made the mistake, 

Creole:   

they say, “Well, I don’t have to do that.”  

Creole:   

They brag about their foolishness.  

Creole:   

Putting a spiritual note on this subject, sometimes when we look at these words in Proverbs, 

Creole:   

we think only about the person who keeps their checkbook balanced, and plans their budget in order to pay their bills, 

Creole:   

and takes good care of their animals and keeps their house clean.  

Creole:   

We think of natural prudence, but a truly wise man is one that is spiritual.  

Creole:   

Proverbs 11:30 tells us, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.” 

Creole:   

A prudent man wins souls and he is wise. 

Creole:   

We have referred to this already.  

Creole:   

A prudent person foresees danger ahead and takes precaution.  

Creole:   

That is found in Proverbs chapter 22. 

Creole:   

It says that the simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the consequences.  

Creole:   

In the New Living Testament it says, “The prudent person foresees the danger ahead and takes precautions.  

Creole:   

The simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the consequences.”  

Creole:   

What about suffering the consequences of not having any jewels in your crown. 

Creole:   

The scripture says that he who wins souls is placing jewels in his crown.  

Creole:   

You know we are going to wear crowns one day in eternity 

Creole:   

and the question is “Is our crown going to have any jewels in it?”  

Creole:   

Those people we lead to Jesus, those souls that are converted to Christ are referred to as jewels in our crowns.

Creole:   

The prudent man foresees danger ahead.  

Creole:   

Wouldn’t it be dangerous to have a crown, but not have any jewels?  

Creole:   

What if we have barns filled with the goods of this world?  

Creole:   

What if we have provided wonderfully for our families 

Creole:   

by working long hours at a job, building nice large homes, filling them with fine furniture.  

Creole:   

And then the Lord comes and requires of us our lives, 

Creole:   

and we have no jewels in our crowns.  

Creole:   

We are saved but we are barely in the Kingdom of Heaven.  

Creole:   

We haven’t really responded to the will of God, the direction of the Lord regarding the business of the kingdom of God. 

Creole:   

The kingdom business should be first.  

Creole:   

That would be wise.  

Creole:   

It would be prudent to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

Creole:   

and then go into the world and make disciples of men.  

Creole:   

Is this on your mind today?  

Creole:   

Are you thinking today about that friend or neighbor who needs to know Jesus, 

Creole:   

who is wallowing in sin, who is lost without knowledge of God?  

Creole:   

Are you praying for the lost?  

Creole:   

That is the most prudent thing you could be doing.  

Creole:   

That would be wisdom.  

Creole:   

That would be showing true care.  

Creole:   

Do you know that that is what God wants of you?  

Creole:   

Every prudent man deals with knowledge, but the fool lays open his folly.  

Creole:   

He goes to seek other goals and other forms of gratification.  

Creole:   

He is trying to satisfy himself in other ways, 

Creole:   

where as the most satisfying path is to do the will of God.

Creole:   

While we are considering this idea of being prudent, there is one area of prudence that needs to be addressed.  

Creole:   

Proverbs 14:15 says that the simple believe every word, but the prudent man looks well to his going.  

Creole:   

In the New Living Testament, it says, “Only simple men believe everything they are told, but the prudent carefully consider their steps.”  

Creole:   

There is a proverb that is not in the book of Proverbs that says, “You can’t believe everything you read.” 

Creole:   

Or “You can’t believe everything you hear.”  

Creole:   

There is a healthy skepticism that is involved with being prudent.

Creole:   

Too many times the simpleton is led astray by a salesman.  

Creole:   

A salesman who is good at his trade can tell you about a product he is selling and make it sound so wonderful.  

Creole:   

He tries to make you want to purchase it.  

Creole:   

Often his goal is to get your money.  

Creole:   

He won’t tell you the bad side of the product.  

Creole:   

All he wants is your money.  

Creole:   

A person who is not prudent believes everything the salesman tells him.  

Creole:   

Most of us by experience and age no longer believe everything that the salesman tells us.  

Creole:   

We have developed sales resistance.  

Creole:   

But how many believe everything that the preacher tells us?  

Creole:   

If he is preaching on TV, then he must be telling the truth.  

Creole:   

Well, he may not be telling the truth.  

Creole:   

The prudent don’t believe every word that he hears.  

Creole:   

In the book of Acts, during the great revival 

Creole:   

fter Jesus rose from the dead and the church was beginning, Peter preached in Berea. 

Creole:   

It was said of those Christian Bereans that they searched the scriptures daily to discover if the things they were taught were of God or not.  
Creole:   

There is true prudence.  

Creole:   

A prudent person deals with knowledge of God, 

Creole:   

even regarding the things that are happening in the church service or the revival.

Creole:   

Just because everybody is doing it and is excited about it, doesn’t means it is from God.  

Creole:   

Be prudent and seek God.  

Creole:   

Seek the knowledge of God and seek the word of God.  

Creole:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Creole:   

God bless you.


