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Creole:   

Today’s prosperity message is the third and last one. 

Creole:   

For the last two sessions of A Proverb A Day, we have looked at this verse that tells us that prosperity is the reward of the righteous.  

Creole:   

Proverbs 13:21: “Misfortune pursues the sinner, while blessings chase the righteous.”  

Creole:   

Prosperity chases the righteous.  

Creole:   

We are seeking to understand two things.  They are prosperity and what it means to be righteous.  

Creole:   

There is a connection here.  The righteous have blessings chasing them.

Creole:   

King David said, “Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  

Creole:   

Are you righteous this morning?  

Creole:   

Are you counted among the righteous this morning?  

Creole:   

If you are, you will rejoice as we declare the benefits of salvation.  

Creole:   

If you are not, my prayer is that you will come to the throne of grace and allow the blood of Jesus to wash you over thoroughly, 

Creole:   

that you will seek forgiveness at this time and be introduced to the Savior.  

Creole:   

You need to stop playing with “mock” Christianity and become a Christian deep in your heart.  Alleluia!

Creole:   

The reward of the righteous is prosperity.  

Creole:   

I said yesterday that the only thing worse than being lost or unsaved (The only thing that I can think of), 

Creole:   

is thinking you are saved when you are not saved.  

Creole:   

Let’s clarify that for a minute.  Let’s look at 3 or 4 passages that we can use as a thermometer 

Creole:   

to check out whether or not we are truly righteous and washed in the blood.  

Creole:   

Here are three items at the top of the list. They are peace, love and joy.  

Creole:   

The scriptures say seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.  

Creole:   

The kingdom of God is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.  

Creole:   

Are we living in joy and are we living in peace? 

Creole:   

Do we have the peace that passes understanding?  Do we have the joy of the Lord?  

Creole:   

One of the ways to out if we have the joy of the Lord, is to look at our attitude when bad things happen. 

Creole:   

Those are times of drought, when things are not going well.

Creole:   

The difficulties of life test whether or not we have the peace that passes understanding.  

Creole:   

How do you handle stress?  How do you handle difficulty?  

Creole:   

Do you know how to run into the shelter of the wing of the most-high God?  

Creole:   

Have you found a secret place that you can go to where you can commune with Jesus?  

Creole:   

There you can be wrapped up in his arms while the wind blows and the rain comes down.  

Creole:   

People scream and accusations are thrown.  Can you rest in Christ in those times?  

Creole:   

Let’s try something else.  Can you hear his voice?  

Creole:   

He says I am the good shepherd and my sheep hear my voice.  Do you hear from him?  

Creole:   

Are you led of the spirit?  Is the voice of God real to you and do you obey it?  

Creole:   

When was the last time Christ talked to you?  This is a good question.  

Creole:   

What was the last thing he said to you that you know that he said? 

Creole:   

 You are absolutely sure that he spoke to you and told you something, and you did it?  

Creole:   

When did that happen for you?

Creole:   

Was it 20 years ago or was it 5 minutes ago?  

Creole:   

Are you living in communion with the Savior?  

Creole:   

Can you hear the voice of God?  If you can not hear the voice of God, you might be a sinner living in rebellion, 

Creole:   

or simply living in disobedience, or it could be that you are not saved at all.  

Creole:   

It could be that you are playing games with Christianity.  

Creole:   

You go to church and tell everybody that you are a Christian, but you are really not submitted to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Creole:   

Let’s try another question.  Do you love the brethren?  

Creole:   

The scripture says, “By this we know that we have been translated from the world of darkness into the world of light because we love the brethren.  

Creole:   

Jesus told his disciples that the whole world is going to know you are my disciples by your love, one for another.  

Creole:   

When you walk into that church building, is your heart overflowing with love toward the brethren?  

Creole:   

Or are you sitting there filled with anger, bitterness, and resentment?  

Creole:   

Maybe you have an “I don’t care” attitude.  

Creole:   

I will take care of my problems and they will take care of their problems.  

Creole:   

This may be the result of being backslidden, 

Creole:   

but it is also possible that you never entered into the joy of the Lord that comes from loving the brethren.

Creole:   

We need to love all of the brethren.  We have to love the brethren of a different color skin. 

Creole:   

We have to love the brethren who have more money than we do.  

Creole:   

We have to love the brethren who have less money than us.  

Creole:   

We have to love the brethren who “step on our toes” or irritate us.  

Creole:   

We can love because Christ loves us.  It is Christ in us who loves other.  

Creole:   

This is a good sign.  Am I really a Christian? The answer is “am I really loving the brethren.”

Creole:   

Here is another question.  Are we leaning on the everlasting arms of Jesus?  

Creole:   

We have covered this in the last few days.  

Creole:   

We saw in Jeremiah where it says, “Cursed are those who trust in mere humans.”  

Creole:   

Are we trusting in our own strength?  Are we trusting in someone else?  

Creole:   

Are we trusting in the government?  What are we trusting in?  

Creole:   

Are we leaning on the everlasting arms of Jesus?  Are you leaning?  Do you love?  

Creole:   

Do you have his peace?  Do you have joy?    

Creole:   

Many of these things are missing in the lives of people who are going to church on a regular basis.  

Creole:   

God is not talking to them.  They are not listening.  

Creole:   

Yes, they get happy a little bit, but do they have the peace that passes understanding?  

Creole:   

Are they resting in the everlasting arms during the hour of drought, in the time of difficulty?  

Creole:   

When bad news comes, do they immediately fall into a state of anxiety, 

Creole:   

or do they say, Ah, Lord you must have a surprise for me.  

Creole:   

You have a wonderful deliverance right around the corner. 

Creole:   

I know it because I just heard this bad news that is proof to me that you are about to erupt into my life.  

Creole:   

I am about to see the glory of God.  How do we respond to difficulty? 

Creole:   

Well misfortune pursues the sinner, but prosperity is the reward of the righteous.  

Creole:   

We long to be righteous.  Let’s look a how we become righteous.  

Creole:   

Let’s turn to Romans chapter 10.  

Creole:   

It says dear brothers and sisters, the longing in my heart and my prayer to God is that the Jewish people might be saved.  

Creole:   

This includes the Jewish people as we have said earlier who are Christian people who are obeying rules and regulations.  

Creole:   

He says I know the enthusiasm that they have for God but it is misdirected zeal.  

Creole:   

They don’t understand God’s way of making people right with himself.  

Creole:   

They are clinging to their own way of getting right with God by trying to keep the law, going to church, obeying the rules.  

Creole:   

(You add the rest.)  

Creole:   

They won’t go along with God’s way, which tells us, all who believe in Christ are made right with God.  

Creole:   

Moses wrote the law’s way of making a person right with God, and it requires obedience to all its commands, 

Creole:   

but the way of getting right with God through faith says, 

Creole:   

 “You don’t have to go to heaven to find Christ and bring him down to help you.  

Creole:   

And it says you don’t need to go to the place of the dead to bring Christ back to life again.  

Creole:   

Salvation that comes from trusting Christ which is the message we preach is already within easy reach.  

Creole:   

In fact the scripture says the message is close at hand.  

Creole:   

It is in your hearts and on your lips.  

Creole:   

Now listen carefully.  If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, 

Creole:   

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

Creole:   

Confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord means that you believe that Jesus is Lord, 

Creole:   

that he really in involved with the intimate details of your life, 

Creole:   

 (and) that you are willing to go to him and receive instructions for everything.  

Creole:   

You know a slave in a master’s household doesn’t make his own decisions.  

Creole:   

He goes to the master and the master sets in motion the affairs of his life.  

Creole:   

Are you a slave of Jesus today?  Are you a servant of the Lord today?  

Creole:   

Is Jesus your Lord today?  Is he calling the shots in your life?  

Creole:   

Have you submitted today to the Lordship of Jesus Christ?  

Creole:   

Lord, Lord, Lord!  I believe in my heart that you are Lord. 

Creole:   

Direct me today. Lead me.  Let me hear your voice.  

Creole:   

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

Creole:   

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved, 

Creole:   

for it is by believing in your heart that you are right with God.  

Creole:   

You are made right with God.  

Creole:   

And it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved.  

Creole:   

The scripture tells us anyone who believes in him will not be disappointed.  

Creole:   

Jews and Gentiles are the same in this respect.  

Creole:   

They have the same Lord, who generously gives his riches to all those who ask him.

Creole:   

Now we have to tie this scripture with another scripture in Hebrews to get really clear on this thing.  

Creole:   

It says believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Creole:   

Many of us can say I believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Creole:   

Poles (Statistics) have been taken on Americans.  

Creole:   

 (About) 80% of Americans believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, but do they really believe.  

Creole:   

In Hebrews it tells us that we have to believe that he is, and that he is the rewarded of those that diligently seek him.  

Creole:   

We prove whether or not we believe by whether or not we diligently seek him, 

Creole:   

by whether or not we hunger to hear his voice, and yearn to obey it.  

Creole:   

Do you believe in these riches?  Do you believe in this prosperity?  

Creole:   

Are you diligently seeking him today?  

Creole:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Creole:   

I pray that you will seek him today and have a wonderful, wonderful eternity.  

Creole:   

God bless you. 


