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In the past few days we have been issuing a warning.  We have been focused on Proverbs chapter 14 verse 12.  It tells us that there is a way that seems right to a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.  Yesterday we pointed out that that verse was repeated again in Proverbs chapter 16.   There is a way that seemeth right unto a man but the end thereof is the way of death.  We showed how complicated it was because in Proverbs 21:2 it says every way of man is right in his own eyes, but the Lord ponders the hearts.  Now you may be asking yourself the question, why are we issuing this warning. (what, what) What’s it all about.  We are talking somewhat abstractly.  We are talking about 
 the way.  What do we mean about the way.  Well, let’s try to bring it home a little bit today.  (Let’s, Let’s) Let’s try to make it come closer to our hearts. Turn with me if you will to (UH) to the Prophet Haggai.  There are any such a thing as a major prophet or a minor prophet. They are all prophets of God, but since his book is shorter than some of the larger books, it’s referred to as a minor prophet.  But listen in chapter1.  It says, On August 29th in the second year of King Darius reign, the Lord gave a message through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua, son of Jedhozadak, the high priest.  This is what the Lord Almighty says.  The people are saying that time has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house, the temple.  So the Lord sent this message through the prophet Haggai.  Why are you living in luxurious houses, while my house lies in ruins?  This is what the Lord Almighty says, consider how things are going for you?” Now, the reason we are reading this chapter is because we want to know about our ways.  Are our ways, ways that please the Lord?  Are we walking in the way that the end thereof is death? Or are we walking in the way that the end thereof is life. Well, we are going to find out something about the right way and the wrong way.  This chapter in Haggai is all about building the kingdom of God.  It’s all about seeking first the kingdom of God and his righteousness so that everything else will be provided for you. Listen to some questions that the prophet asks.  “Why are you living in luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins?” In other words, why are you spending all the time building your own house, instead of building the house of God?  How much time are you going to spend this week building the house of God. (UH) Verse 5 says, “This is what the Lord Almighty says, “Consider how things are going for you?”  In the King James Version it says, “Consider your ways.” Think about your ways.  You think your ways are okay, (BUT) but the prophet says, (UH) “Think about your ways. Consider how things are going for you.”  He says, “Look, you have planted much, but you have harvested little.  You have food to eat, but not enough to fill you up.  You have wine to drink, but not enough to satisfy your thirst.  You have clothing to wear, but not enough to keep you warm.  Your wages disappear as though you were putting them in pockets filled with holes.” Boy (Wow) Haggai must have been talking about me at certain times in my life.  He knew.  The prophet knew.  The spirit of the Lord knew that this is the way many people live.  They have got food, but don’t have enough food. They have got clothing, but they are really not warm.  They have got drink, but they are really not satisfied.  Then that last phrase, he says, “You earn wages but they disappear as though you were putting them in pockets filled with holes.”  You get your paycheck, and the cost of living is about 20 percent more than you earn.  And there is never enough money.  There is never enough food.  There is never enough clothing.  He says, “Consider your ways.”  Now I want you to think about your ways.  Why is it like this?  Why are you not quite satisfied?  Why are you not quite satisfied?  This is what the Lord God Almighty says.  “Consider how things are going for you.”  He says, “Now go up to the hills, bring down timber and rebuild my house, and then I will take pleasure in it and be honored, saith the Lord.”  What the prophet is saying is that if you will get about the business of building the kingdom of God, if you will build the house of God, if you will seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, then all these other things will be provided unto you.  So I am commanding you to “go on, now and get about it!”  Get involved with the building of the house of God.  He tells them that you did hope for rich harvest, but they were poor, and when you brought your harvest home, I blew it away.  Why?  Because my house lies in ruins, says the Lord Almighty.  While you are all busy building your own fine houses, that is why the heavens have withheld the dew and the earth has withheld its crops.  I have called for a drought on your fields and hills, a drought to wither the grain and grapes and olives and all your other crops, a drought to starve both you and your cattle, and to ruin everything that you have worked to hard to get.  Consider your ways.  The prophet Haggai says, “There is a way that seems right to you, but the end thereof is death.  You are building your own house.  You are concerned with me, mine and my own.  Where is your concern for the house of God?  Where is your concern for the building of the Kingdom of God?   There is a way that seems right to a man, but the end thereof is death.  You have food, but not enough.  You have clothing, but you are not warm.  You have drink, but you are not satisfied.  You go out and work, but you bring home wages, and you have got money, but when you put it in your pocket, (IT’S) It’s like you have got holes in your pocket.  It falls right through on the ground, and when you reach in there and try to get some more, there is not enough there.  You are not walking in satisfaction.  You have not yet been fully satisfied, because you are still seeking to build your own kingdom.  You are (interested) more interested in your own affairs than the affairs of others.  Jesus said I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  No man can come to the Father except by me. (He said) Peter tells us we are to walk in his steps.  We are supposed to walk the way Jesus walked.  Jesus said that foxes have dens and bird have nests, but the Son of Man has not place to lay his head.  He demonstrated by his life, a righteous concern for others.  He was going about being concerned, more concerned for the needs and welfare of others than he was for his own needs.  Then peter comes along and says, “Walk in his steps.  Walk the way he walks.”  Then Haggai comes along and says, “Build up the temple of God.  Build up the Kingdom of God.” Now one point I want to get clear right here, that although Haggai was talking about….He was actually giving them instructions about rebuilding the temple.  When we talk about rebuilding the temple today, we are not so much interested in the building on (UH) 3rd Avenue. The temple that we are concerned with today, is the temple of the living God, the Church, the gathering of the believers, the saints.  Are we building the temple? Do we have a strategy?  Do we have a building plan for making the church stronger, for making the people of God stronger?  Haggai says if you haven’t got enough, (IF) if your pockets are like they have got holes in them, and you reach in and you don’t have enough money, it could just be that you are not about the business of building the church.  You are not about the business of building the kingdom of God.  Now I would say that this is a common problem.  I’d say that many of us are in the predicament.  We are not quite satisfy.  Nobody is telling us we are doing wrong, so we just go on (and and) and by our traditions, Jesus says, we have made vain the precepts of God,  They(?) are just the same old, same old (thing) doing it the same way everyday. It is not cutting it (doing a good job). We are not getting ahead in the kingdom.  We are not building the church.  We are not building the people of God, and so we don’t quite have enough.  We have clothes but we are not warm.  We have food but we are still hungry.  We have drink but we are not satisfied because we are not walking in the instruction of the Lord, to seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all of these other things will be provided unto us.  There is a way that seems right to a man, but the end thereof is death.  Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the Lord ponders the heart.  What is in your heart?  What is the desire of your heart?  What kingdom are you going to go out and build today?  I pray that you give thought to these questions.  I pray that you will think about how you can get involved in building the kingdom of God today.  Will you tell somebody about Jesus?  Will you encourage somebody to (UH) come to church and to hear the word of God?  Will you seek understanding yourself?  Will you open up the Bible today and say Lord, my God, make this clear to me.  Give me food.  Give me something that I can feed other people.  I want to go out and build the kingdom of God today.  There is a way of life.  There is a way of righteousness.  There is a way of peace.  And there is a way that seems right, but the end thereof is death.  I comment to you today the way of righteousness, the way of peace, the way of Jesus.  There is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  Go walk in the way and have a great eternity.  God bless you.

