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Translate Here:   

I may have stepped on a few toes yesterday, when I talked about the television set. 

Translate Here:   
I wasn’t talking about the television set, but something else.

Translate Here:   
I was talking about the fear of the Lord that’s mentioned 12 times in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:   
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

Translate Here:   
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.

Translate Here:   
Proverbs 8:13 really stuck out. 

Translate Here:   
It said, “I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech. 

Translate Here:   
To fear the Lord is to hate evil.” 

Translate Here:   
Do we hate evil this morning? 

Translate Here:   
Or are we going to embrace it? 

Translate Here:   
Are we going to invite it into our homes? 

Translate Here:   
I have the great pleasure of living in a house where there’s only one TV, 

Translate Here:   
That TV is in a room on the backside of the house. 

Translate Here:   
When you walk through the door of my house, 

Translate Here:   
I pray that the thing that you see and encounter is the quietness, the peace of God. 

Translate Here:   
The presence of Jesus. 

Translate Here:   
That is what we long for in our home.

Translate Here:   
But, I want to be honest with you. 

Translate Here:   
I watch television sometimes. 

Translate Here:   
I work in the computer business; that’ how I make a living, I sell computers.

Translate Here:   
 It’s demanding work. It takes a great deal of mind energy;

Translate Here:   
 I have to think hard about what I’m doing. 

Translate Here:   
Sometimes I get really tired.

Translate Here:   
At the end of the day I may go in and sit before that TV and try to relax a little bit.

Translate Here:   
You know, that’s probably not the best way to relax. 

Translate Here:   
I know that the best way to relax is to worship the Lord. 

Translate Here:   
But, I’m comforted by the fact that Jesus tells us something important about Himself. 

Translate Here:   
He says that He’s the Good Shepherd. 

Translate Here:   
Remember, one of the things that we are learning on A Proverb A Day is about knowing God.

Translate Here:   
 He’s the Good Shepherd and He says that His sheep hear His voice

Translate Here:   
 He says He’s the gate to the sheepfold. 

Translate Here:   
This is all found in John chapter 10.

Translate Here:   
There’s a phrase in there that’s very comforting to me. 

Translate Here:   
He says, “My sheep go in and out freely.” 

Translate Here:   
The place of the greatest protection is inside the sheepfold. 

Translate Here:   
It’s very much like the holy of holies that’s talked about in the book of Hebrews.

Translate Here:   
 Let us draw near to the Holy of Holies; 

Translate Here:   
let’s get as close to God as we can get. 

Translate Here:   
But Jesus knows that we are human. 

Translate Here:   
And it’s ok. 

Translate Here:   
We go in and out freely. 

Translate Here:   
But as we grow in our relationship with Him,

Translate Here:   
As we hunger and our desire is increased we become like Joshua, the son of Nun, 

Translate Here:   
He stayed inside the tent all of the time. 

Translate Here:   
He found complete fulfillment in the presence of the Lord.

Translate Here:   
So, we do hate evil. And we do turn the TV off.

Translate Here:   
 I hope that a number of you turned the TV off as a result of what was said yesterday. 

Translate Here:   
But I’m not here to bring you under condemnation. 

Translate Here:   
I’m here to give you a choice between truly loving God, or walking in lack of fulfillment.

Translate Here:   
 If you want to really love God; if you want to be full, please, turn that TV off.

Translate Here:   
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of both wisdom and knowledge. 

Translate Here:   
Yesterday, we talked about the Greek word Phobos; a phobia. 

Translate Here:   
When you’ve got a phobia, it’s something that grips you.

Translate Here:   
 It’s not something that you decide to have.

Translate Here:   
It’s the result of an encounter. 

Translate Here:   
You’re driving down the road; you’re about to go through a red light.

Translate Here:   
A tractor trailer comes screaming through the intersection, ignoring the red light. 

Translate Here:   
The truck misses crashing into you by inches, just by a hair. 

Translate Here:   
Something rises up inside of you.

Translate Here:   
Fear rises up inside of you.

Translate Here:   
Your heart pounds rapidly.  Your hands shake. 

Translate Here:   
Now, that’s the result of a one-time encounter, 

Translate Here:   
But, let’s say every day of your life when you come to that same stoplight,

Translate Here:   
 that same tractor trailer comes by and misses you by inches. 

Translate Here:   
On about the 3rd day, as you get into your car, to head toward that stoplight, 

Translate Here:   
that fear would already be increasing your heart beat. 

Translate Here:   
Your hands would already be shaking.

Translate Here:   
You now would have a phobia. 

Translate Here:   
It would be a part of your daily life. 

Translate Here:   
You don’t have to be at a stoplight 

Translate Here:   
with a tractor-trailer racing toward you in order to have a phobia. 

Translate Here:   
A phobia is with you all the time. 

Translate Here:   
That’s the kind of fear of God that we need to have 

Translate Here:   
in order to enter into knowledge and to enter into wisdom.
 

Translate Here:   
We’re going to look at a few examples of this kind of fear in the New Testament. 

Translate Here:   
We’re doing a study in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:   
We’re going to make a connection 

Translate Here:   
between the gospel of Jesus and the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:   
Look with me into Luke 12:4 

Translate Here:   
“and Jesus said, ‘I say to you, my friends,”

Translate Here:   
 Hallelujah! He called us friends! Isn’t that wonderful? 

Translate Here:   
“Fear not those who kill the body 

Translate Here:   
and after this have no more that they can do.”

Translate Here:   
If there’s two kinds of wisdom;

Translate Here:   
 human wisdom and spiritual wisdom;

Translate Here:   
 if there’s two kinds of knowledge; 

Translate Here:   
knowledge of God or knowledge of Jesus, 

Translate Here:   
and knowledge of the things of this world, 

Translate Here:   
then why should we be surprised if there are two kinds of fear? 

Translate Here:   
Now, Jesus is telling us, 

Translate Here:   
there’s one kind of fear that you need to have, 

Translate Here:   
And there’s another kind of fear that you don’t need to have.

Translate Here:   
He says, “Fear not those that can kill the body.” 

Translate Here:   
He’s referring to violent men. 

Translate Here:   
There are violent men in our community. 

Translate Here:   
This plague of drugs that is on our community; 

Translate Here:   
This cocaine that makes men violent, 

Translate Here:   
They become dangerous. 

Translate Here:   
They can, in fact, burn our house down, or kill us; 

Translate Here:   
That is, they can destroy our bodies. 

Translate Here:   
Jesus says, “Fear not those who can only kill your body.”

Translate Here:   
You know, if you’re killed in the pursuit of righteousness, 

Translate Here:   
you’ve become a martyr. 

Translate Here:   
There’s a special place in heaven for you that’s much better. 

Translate Here:   
We read about it in the book of Revelation. 

Translate Here:   
There’s a special place for those who have died for the name of Jesus. 

Translate Here:   
We can look that crack cocaine addict in the face 

Translate Here:   
and tell him to get out of my house, 

Translate Here:   
And get out of my neighborhood because I’m not afraid of you, 

Translate Here:   
 Jesus tells me to not fear those that can only kill the body.

Translate Here:   
But I fear somebody far bigger than you. 

Translate Here:   
I fear Jesus, and you should fear Him, too. 

Translate Here:   
“Fear not those that can kill the body 

Translate Here:   
and after this have no more that they can do. 

Translate Here:   
But I’ll show you who to fear.” 

Translate Here:   
He says in Luke, 

Translate Here:   
“Fear Him who, after He has killed has the authority to cast you into hell. 

Translate Here:   
Yes, I say to you, fear Him.” 

Translate Here:   
The word of knowledge in there is that Jesus is the Lord. 

Translate Here:   
He has the ability to kill; 

Translate Here:   
He has the authority to kill. 

Translate Here:   
He gives like and He takes away life. 

Translate Here:   
But after He takes away the life, He has a higher authority,

Translate Here:   
 And that is the authority to cast your soul into everlasting hell. 

Translate Here:   
That’s whom we’re supposed to fear.

Translate Here:   
 Let’s look at another example of fear in the gospels.

Translate Here:   
 In Luke 8:35 

Translate Here:   
“They came to Jesus, and they found the man from whom the devils had gone out 

Translate Here:   
sitting clothed and sensible at the feet of Jesus.” 

Translate Here:   
Now, I didn’t read the whole story, 

Translate Here:   
 But this is the story where he casts the demons out of the demoniac. 
Translate Here:   
I wanted to get to the point where it says,

Translate Here:   
 “And, they were afraid.” 

Translate Here:   
When they saw the kind of power that Jesus had; 

Translate Here:   
to cast the demons out of this demoniac

Translate Here:   
 it scared them.

Translate Here:   
 “They, also, who had seen it, 

Translate Here:   
told them how the possessed man had been healed,

Translate Here:   
 The multitude of the surrounding countries of the Gatterinies asked him to depart from them, 

Translate Here:   
for they were possessed with great fear.

Translate Here:   
 I assure you, that if we were to have a man walk into our community today, 

Translate Here:   
and begin to speak to demons in people like the demoniac, 

Translate Here:   
and then these people were totally changed, it would scare us, too. 

Translate Here:   
But, I want to submit to you that one of the reasons these people were scared

Translate Here:   
 is because they had some of those spirits in them also.  
Translate Here:   
They were afraid that Jesus was going to deal with their spirits too. 

Translate Here:   
It’s a funny thing about these spirits…

Translate Here:   
spirits of anger, spirits of jealousy and so on and so forth…

Translate Here:   
many of us actually embrace them. 

Translate Here:   
They’re part of our personality. 

Translate Here:   
They define who we are. 

Translate Here:   
So we really aren’t that interested in getting rid of them. 

Translate Here:   
Did you hear what I just said? 

Translate Here:   
Yes, that’s true. 

Translate Here:   
That spirit of anger that you have; you know that it’s not from God. 

Translate Here:   
You know that it doesn’t please the Lord, but you hold on to it.

Translate Here:   
 It’s your friend.  
Translate Here:   
You’ve opened the door to your heart and you allow it to live there. 

Translate Here:   
And you say to yourself, “No, no, no, I can’t do anything about it.”

Translate Here:   
 Well, yes, you can do something about it.

Translate Here:   
Just like our illustration earlier: 

Translate Here:   
if you were going to drive to a stop light 

Translate Here:   
and every day when you arrived, 

Translate Here:   
a ten ton truck came screaming through a red light 

Translate Here:   
threatening your life and your well-being, 

Translate Here:   
well, the smart thing for you to do would be to go another way.

Translate Here:   
 I wouldn’t go through that stoplight again. 

Translate Here:   
And I wouldn’t wait till I got to the stoplight to try to avoid the truck. 

Translate Here:   
I’d take a totally different street. 

Translate Here:   
Well, there are certain streets that you go down that make you angry. 
Translate Here:   
you know where those streets are. 
Translate Here:   
And you go down them anyhow.  
Translate Here:   
Well, my suggestion is, don’t go down those streets. 

Translate Here:   
don’t give place to the devil, is what the scripture says. 

Translate Here:   
Fear God. 

Translate Here:   
Fear the consequences of that anger. 

Translate Here:   
Take a look at what it does to you and to your family. 

Translate Here:   
Speak to that anger. 

Translate Here:   
Say, “Anger, I don’t need you anymore, 

Translate Here:   
Jesus is my friend,

Translate Here:   
 I’m going to get rid of you today; 

Translate Here:   
be gone in the name of Jesus.” 

Translate Here:   
That’s my recommendation to you today on A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

