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038 Diligence Enjoined - Wednesday

Translate here:   

We have spoken often about how practical the book of Proverbs is. 

Translate here:   

Well, this morning it is going to be as practical as practical can be. 

Translate here:   

We are going to be talking about not being lazy. 

Translate here:   

Our study has brought us to Proverbs chapter 6 verse 6.

Translate here:   

Let’s hear what the word of the Lord says. 

Translate here:   

It says, “Take a lesson from the ants you lazy bones. 

Translate here:   

Learn from their ways and be wise. 

Translate here:   

Even thought they have no prince, governor or ruler to make them work, 

Translate here:   

they labor hard all summer gathering food for the winter. 

Translate here:   

But you lazy bones, how long will you sleep? 

Translate here:   

When will you wake up?” 

Translate here:   

I want you to learn this lesson. 

Translate here:   

A little extra sleep, a little more slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 

Translate here:   

and poverty will bounce on you like a bandit. 

Translate here:   

Scarcity will attack you like an armed robber.” 

Translate here:   

Wow! That is plain talk! 

Translate here:   

Take a lesson from the ants, you lazy bones. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs speaks about this subject numerous times. 

Translate here:   

We are going to have many chances to revisit it, 

Translate here:   

as we continue in our study of the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

I thought it would be useful today to look at other statements made about laziness in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 10:26 says, “Lazy people are a pain to their employer. 

Translate here:   

They are like smoke in the eyes 

Translate here:   

or vinegar that sets the teeth on edge.” 

Translate here:   

Well, I have been an employer. 

Translate here:   

I know what it is like to have vinegar on my teeth. 

Translate here:   

When you have a lazy person employed, that’s a problem. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 13:4 says, “Lazy people want much, but get little, 

Translate here:   

but those who work hard will prosper and be satisfied.” 

Translate here:   

Yes, that’s plain talk. I love that.

Translate here:   

Proverbs 15:19: “A lazy person has trouble all through life. 

Translate here:   

But the path of the upright is easy.” 

Translate here:   

We see that man with plenty of good things. 

Translate here:   

Well, he didn’t get them by being lazy. 

Translate here:   

He was diligent. He worked, 

Translate here:   

but lazy people have trouble all through their life. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 19:24: “Some people are so lazy, they won’t even lift a finger to feed themselves.” 

Translate here:   

This is really the truth about lazy people.  

Translate here:   

Proverbs 24 says, “If you are too lazy to plow in the right season, 

Translate here:   

you will have no food at the harvest.” 

Translate here:   

The King James Version says, 

Translate here:   

“If you won’t plow in the cold, you won’t reap in the harvest.” 

Translate here:   

That is an instruction to the farmer. 

Translate here:   

In the spring of the year, maybe he doesn’t feel like plowing, 

Translate here:   

but it is the time to plow. 

Translate here:   

He has to be out there, even though the weather is cold. 

Translate here:   

He has got to do it. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 21:25: “The desires of lazy people will be their ruin, 

Translate here:   

for their hands refuse to work. 

Translate here:

They are always greedy to get more, while the Godly love to give. 

Translate here:   

Their hands refuse to work. 

Translate here:   

Yesterday, I suggested that men, 

Translate here:   

That is, Godly men, would every day read one chapter of Proverbs to their wives 

Translate here:   

as a way of beautifying them, sanctifying them, and making them holy. 

Translate here:   

Well, so far we have read from 6 different chapters of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

If you are reading one chapter every day to your wife, 

Translate here:   

you’ve seen these ideas repeated six times. 

Translate here:   

You have been reminded about not being lazy. 

Translate here:   

It is not only good for her, but it is good for you too. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 24:30 says, “I walked by the field of a lazy person, 

Translate here:   

the vineyard of one lacking sense. 

Translate here:   

I saw that it was overgrown with thorns. 

Translate here:   

It was covered with weeds, 

Translate here:   

and its walls were broken down. 

Translate here:   

Then as I looked and thought about it.  

Translate here:   

I learned this lesson. 

Translate here:   

A little extra sleep, a little more slumber, 

Translate here:   

a little folding of the hands to rest, and poverty will bounce on you like a bandit. 

Translate here:   

Scarcity will attack you like an armed robber.” 

Translate here:   

This is a repeat of what was said back in Proverbs chapter 6. 

Translate here:   

In Proverbs chapter 6, the writer said he looked at the ants 

Translate here:   

and he learned this lesson. 

Translate here:   

But in Proverbs 24, he says he walked by the field of a lazy person, 

Translate here:   

and he learned this lesson. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 26:13 says, “The lazy person is full of excuses, 

Translate here:   

He says I can’t go outside, because there might be a lion on the road. 

Translate here:   

Yes, I am sure. 

Translate here:   

I am sure there is a lion out there. 

Translate here:   

As a door turns back and forth on its hinges, 

Translate here:   

so the lazy person turns over in bed.” 

Translate here:   

It says some people are so lazy they won’t lift a finger to feed themselves. 

Translate here:   

It is repeated in Proverbs 26:15. 

Translate here:   

Then the final statement about lazy people is found in Proverbs chapter 25 verse 16. 

Translate here:   

This one is so true and so sad, but it says, 

Translate here:   

“Lazy people consider themselves smarter than seven wise counselors.” 

Translate here:   

Just the other day we listened to what Jesus had to say about light. 

Translate here:   

He said,  “If your light is darkness, how deep is that darkness?” 

Translate here:   

What Jesus was saying is this: 

Translate here:   

if you think you are smart when you are not smart, you are really in trouble. 

Translate here:   

That is exactly what happens with lazy people. 

Translate here:   

Lazy people consider themselves smarter than seven wise counselors. 

Translate here:   

You have seen that. I have seen that. It is true. 

Translate here:   

Well, how did Solomon get a chance to know about the ants, 

Translate here:   

about their diligence and laying up stores for themselves? 

Translate here:   

It tells us that God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight. 

Translate here:   

This is in First Kings chapter 4, verse 29, it says he gave him 

Translate here:   

“…a breath of understanding that is as measureless as the sand of seashore.” 

Translate here:   

Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the men of the East, 

Translate here:   

and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt during that age. 

Translate here:   

He was wiser than any other man, including Ethan, the Ezarite, 

Translate here:   

wiser than Heman, Calcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol, 

Translate here:   

and his fame spread to all surrounding nations. 

Translate here:   

He spoke three thousand proverbs, 

Translate here:   

and his songs numbered a thousand and five.”

Translate here:   

We didn’t get all of his proverbs, but we have many of them. 

Translate here:   

Solomon was so wise that he spoke over 3000 proverbs. 

Translate here:   

Now as we have looked at his proverbs, 

Translate here:   

we have made a distinction between spiritual wisdom and natural wisdom. 

Translate here:   

We have talked about the wisdom of God and the wisdom of man. 

Translate here:   

 I don’t want anybody to misinterpret what I have had to say about that. 

Translate here:   

There is a danger that someone listening to me might say, 

Translate here:   

“Well, all I am going to do is go be spiritual.  

Translate here:   

I don’t need to go to school 

Translate here:   

and I don’t need to study the subjects that they study in school. 

Translate here:   

I don’t want anyone to draw that conclusion. 

Translate here:   

I just said that there is a difference between human knowledge and Godly wisdom. 

Translate here:   

Solomon in his Godly wisdom did something very special. 

Translate here:   

Listen to what he did. 

Translate here:   

He described plant life. He was a botanist. 

Translate here:   

He studied botany, 

Translate here:   

from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of the walls. 

Translate here:   

He also taught about animals and birds. 

Translate here:   

That means that he was a zoologist. 

Translate here:   

He studied zoology. He taught about animals, birds, reptiles and fish. 

Translate here:   

Men of all nations came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, 

Translate here:   

sent by all the kings of the world who had heard of his wisdom. 

Translate here:   

Now here is something very interesting about his botany and his zoology. 

Translate here:   

He studied the things of the earth. 

Translate here:   

He studied the natural knowledge of man, 

Translate here:   

so when he had plundered the depths of the knowledge, 

Translate here:   

he often referred to his knowledge of nature in his Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

“Take a lesson from the ants, you lazy bones. 

Translate here:   

Learn from them to be wise.” 

Translate here:   

You see, Solomon’s study of the insects, of the insect world, brought him Godly wisdom. 

Translate here:   

He saw that God, the Creator of the ants, created them with certain abilities. 

Translate here:   

He saw that even though they do not have a prince, governor or ruler to make them work, 

Translate here:   

they labor hard all summer, gathering food for the winter. 

Translate here:   

Solomon studied plants, animals and insects, 

Translate here:   

and from this study, he discovered the wisdom of God. 

Translate here:   

It may not seem like a great revelation that you have to work in the summer in order to eat in the winter, 

Translate here:   

but there are lazy people who simply do not understand that. 

Translate here:   

They think that whatever happens today is going to happen anyhow, 

Translate here:   

so they are going to search out any pleasure they can find. 

Translate here:   

They are the ones upon whom poverty bounces like a bandit. 

Translate here:   

Scarcity attacks them like a robber, 

Translate here:   

because they haven’t been diligent, 

Translate here:   

because they haven’t looked into the future and seen what they ought to do. 

Translate here:   

Isn’t this very plain talk?  

Translate here:   

I love this book of Proverbs. It is just so plain. 

Translate here:   

It speaks so clearly about what we ought to be doing. 

Translate here:   

Now I want to bring forth a spiritual lesson from these verses. 

Translate here:   

This book of Proverbs is not asking us to be work-a-holics.

Translate here:   

That means a person works all the time and neglects his family.  

Translate here:   

We have already learned that our calling is not to simply make ourselves rich, 

Translate here:   

Or to lay up treasures in barns, where moths can eat them and thieves can break in and steal. 

Translate here:   

We are to be working on and thinking about how to build up the Kingdom of God. 

Translate here:   

I want to encourage you. 

Translate here:   

I want to provoke you to good works. 

Translate here:   

I want to suggest to you that there is the work of the kingdom of God that should be first. 

Translate here:   

Someone asked me the other day, what kind of business are you in? 

Translate here:   

I said my first business is the kingdom of God. 

Translate here:   

My second business is selling computers, and then I have a third business. 

Translate here:   

I make chicken coops for people that want to have 5 to 10 chickens in their back yard. 

Translate here:   

Yes, I really do make chicken coops. 

Translate here:   

But my first business is building up the kingdom of God. 

Translate here:   

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

Translate here:   

and all these things shall be provided for you. 

Translate here:   

We’re called to work. 

Translate here:   

Matthew 5:9 says, “God blesses those who work for peace. 

Translate here:   

They will be called the children of God.” 

Translate here:   

Matthew 13:34 says, 

Translate here:   

“The coming of God can be compared with that of a man left home to go on a trip. 

Translate here:   

He gave each of his employees instructions about the work they were to do, 

Translate here:   

and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his return, 

Translate here:   

so keep a sharp lookout, for you do not know when the homeowner will return, 

Translate here:   

at evening, midnight, early dawn or late daybreak. 

Translate here:   

Don’t let him find you sleeping when he returns without warning. 

Translate here:   

What I say to you I say to everyone. 

Translate here:   

Watch for his return.” 

Translate here:   

We are watching for, we are looking for the return of the Lord, 

Translate here:   

and we have been given work to do. 

Translate here:   

Jesus said the kingdom of heaven is like a man who went away on a trip 

Translate here:   

and he gave each of his employees instructions. 

Translate here:   

Do you realize that you and I are employed in the kingdom of God? 

Translate here:   

We are employees. 

Translate here:   

We are servants of the most high God. 

Translate here:   

We have been given work to do. 

Translate here:   

There is a job to be done. 

Translate here:   

There is peace to be brought in. 

Translate here:   

We have a great work to do in the kingdom of God. Alleluia! 

Translate here:   

In Luke, Jesus said, “The door to heaven is narrow. 

Translate here:   

Work hard to get in, 

Translate here:   

because many will try to enter but few will make it.” 

Translate here:   

We work because the spirit of Christ is upon us, 

Translate here:   

and the spirit of Christ is in us, so let’s not be lazy. 

Translate here:   

Let’s take a lesson from the ants and work where it matters most. 

Translate here:   

Let’s work to build up the Kingdom of God.

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

