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039 More Diligence – Thursday

Translate here:     

Today I feel like a Pit Bull Terrier dog. 

Translate here:     

The Pit Bull Terrier is a small dog can kill a big animal such as a huge bull. 

Translate here:     

It can jump up and clamp its mouth onto the throat of the bull and hang on. 

Translate here:     

The bull might shake and run and carry on, 

Translate here:     

but eventually, through persistence, the little dog holding onto the throat of that bull will bring it to its knees. 

Translate here:     

Well, I have a bit of that persistence. 

Translate here:     

We are going to be continuing to look at Proverbs chapter 6, verses 6 through 11. 

Translate here:     

We are going to be taking a further look both today and tomorrow 

Translate here:     

at taking a lesson from the ants, you lazy bones. 

Translate here:     

We read all of the scriptures in Proverbs yesterday about laziness. 

Translate here:     

Just to remind you, lazy people are a pain to their employer. 

Translate here:     

A lazy person has trouble all of his or her life. 

Translate here:     

Some people are so lazy that they won’t even lift a finger to feed themselves. 

Translate here:     

If you are too lazy to plow in the right season, 

Translate here:     

you will have no food in the harvest. 

Translate here:     

The desires of lazy people will be their ruin, for their hands refuse to work. 

Translate here:     

A lazy person is full of excuses. 

Translate here:     

He says if I go outside, I might meet a lion in the street and be killed. 

Translate here:     

It’s true that the book of Proverbs is talking about laziness 

Translate here:     

and its relationship to earthly wealth. 

Translate here:     

It says specifically poverty will break upon you like a bandit, 

Translate here:     

and scarcity will attack you like a robber. 

Translate here:     

Today I want to make clear 

Translate here:     

that laziness is not limited to the jobs that we perform. 

Translate here:     

It is not limited to the work that we do 

Translate here:     

in order to pay the bills to keep the electricity turned on. 

Translate here:     

Today and tomorrow, particularly, we are going to see the spiritual application 

Translate here:     

The command to work in the Kingdom of God. 

Translate here:     

We are supposed to be about the Father’s business. 

Translate here:     

We are the servants of the Most High God. 

Translate here:     

We are commanded to work, 

Translate here:     

because the day draws close when the Lord is going to return. 

Translate here:     

One of the reasons I feel lead to pursue this subject 

Translate here:     

is because of what it tells us in Hebrews chapter 10 verses 24 and 25. 

Translate here:     

It tells “think of ways to encourage one another to outburst of love and good deeds, 

Translate here:     

and let us not neglect our meeting together as some people do, 

Translate here:     

but encourage and warn each other, 

Translate here:     

especially now that the day of his coming back is drawing near. 

Translate here:     

In the King James Version, it says, 

Translate here:     

“Let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works.” 

Translate here:     

I want to provoke you. 

Translate here:     

I want this to be a provocative message. 

Translate here:     

I want you to be enjoined. 

Translate here:     

I want you to be provoked by the word of God to start loving and doing good works. 

Translate here:     

Take a lesson from the ants, you lazy bones. 

Translate here:     

Learn from their ways and be wise. 

Translate here:     

Even though they have not prince, governor or ruler to make them work, 

Translate here:     

they labor hard all summer gathering food for the winter. 

Translate here:     

Maybe I am seeing things that aren’t there, 

Translate here:     

but I believe in the economy of the word of God. 

Translate here:     

The Father doesn’t waste a single word. 

Translate here:     

When He writes something, He writes it because there is a reason for having mentioned it. 

Translate here:     

Even though they have no prince, governor or ruler to make them work, 

Translate here:     

they labor hard all summer, gathering food for the winter.  

Translate here:     

I have received from the Lord that what this means is 

Translate here:     

that each of us has a responsibility to be about the kingdom’s business, to be working. 

Translate here:     

We are not dependent on a prince, governor or ruler to make us work. 

Translate here:     

What this means is you don’t need for the bishop or the pastor 

Translate here:     

or the reverend or the deacon to appoint you to the business of being a worker in the kingdom of God. 

Translate here:     

Let me say that again. 

Translate here:     

Some people are waiting for their ministry, 

Translate here:     

until someone in authority comes along and says 

Translate here:     

I want you to do this or I want you to do that. 

Translate here:     

Jesus says, “I want you to go on this mission trip.” 

Translate here:     

Jesus says, “I want you to go down to this homeless center and provide some food.”

Translate here:     

Jesus says, “I want you to go visit somebody in this jail or prison.”

Translate here:     

But you say, “The reason I am not doing the work of the kingdom,…

Translate here:     

the reason I am not about my father’s business, 

Translate here:     

is because nobody has asked me to do these things.”

Translate here:     

“I don’t have a prince or governor or a ruler over me to send me to work.” 

Translate here:     

Proverbs chapter 6 says, take a lesson from the ants, you lazy bones. 

Translate here:     

Learn from their ways and be wise. 

Translate here:     

Maybe you are just spiritually lazy. 

Translate here:     

Or maybe you are a little intimidated 

Translate here:     

by the thought of going out on your own to serve others.  

Translate here:     

You know what you ought to be doing, but you are not doing it. 

Translate here:     

You are using as an excuse the fact that nobody has come along 

Translate here:     

and appointed you to do a specific job. 

Translate here:     

Now it is true that you may need an appointment to be an usher in a church meeting, 

Translate here:     

but I haven’t seen any place in the word of God where it says 

Translate here:     

that being an usher in a church building is one of the ministry gifts of the spirit. 

Translate here:     

It is just something that we do, 

Translate here:     

because tradition has led us into doing it. 

Translate here:     

Well, you do need a governor or a ruler to get you involved in certain traditional activities inside of the church. 

Translate here:     

I want to provoke you to love and good works. 

Translate here:     

I am here to tell you that the ant, 

Translate here:     

even though he had not prince, governor or ruler over him, he worked anyhow. 

Translate here:     

What are these good works we are talking about? 

Translate here:     

What is this about? 

Translate here:     

Matthew 5:9 says “God blesses those who work for peace, 

Translate here:     

for they will be called the children of God.”  

Translate here:     

Blessed are the peacemakers. What a wonderful commission, 

Translate here:     

what a wonderful job description to be a peacemaker! 

Translate here:     

How much peace is needed in this world? 

Translate here:     

How many opportunities for peace are there? 

Translate here:     

A daughter of mine has recently helped in making peace between a man and a woman. 

Translate here:     

She has been talking to the woman, who is her friend, about God’s forgiveness, 

Translate here:     

explaining that since she has been forgiven by God, she can forgive her husband. 

Translate here:     

Not only can she forgive, but she must forgive. 

Translate here:     

When she allows the forgiveness of God to flow through her, 

Translate here:     

she will be able to have peace with her husband. 

Translate here:     

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.  

Translate here:     

You do not have to have a governor, a ruler, a prince, 

Translate here:     

a pastor, a bishop, a deacon, a reverend…

Translate here:     

you don’t have to have anyone commission you as a peacemaker. 

Translate here:     

You can be a peacemaker in this day. 

Translate here:     

You can speak peace in your household among those people that you live with. 

Translate here:     

What better foothold for the kingdom of God could there possibly be, 

Translate here:     

than a family that is living at peace? 

Translate here:     

Are you a grandmother? 

Translate here:     

You can be a peacemaker between your grandchildren and your son or your daughter. 

Translate here:     

There is no limit to the opportunities for making peace.  

Translate here:     

They are available to you today. 

Translate here:     

When you make peace, you are working in the kingdom. 

Translate here:     

You are doing kingdom business. 

Translate here:     

You are preparing the way for the bride. 

Translate here:     

You are opening the door for the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Translate here:     

He is going to come back for a perfect bride, 

Translate here:     

An unblemished bride who has washed herself in the blood of the lamb. 

Translate here:     

The washing of our bodies, our hearts, our families is part of the work of the kingdom. 

Translate here:     

Let’s not be lazy. 

Translate here:     

Let’s be about the work of the kingdom.  

Translate here:     

Blessed are those who work for peace for they shall be called the children of God. 

Translate here:     

Don’t be lazy about it. 

Translate here:     

Can you join with me here? 

Translate here:     

Can you understand that in Proverbs when it talks about “Consider the ant you lazy bones,” 

Translate here:     

it is not only talking about going to your job and being diligent about doing your work. 

Translate here:     

We are talking about the kingdom business. 

Translate here:     

We are talking about the Father’s business. 

Translate here:     

We are talking about spiritual things. 

Translate here:     

Don’t be lazy. When you see a need for peace, 

Translate here:     

as much as is possible, be an instrument of peace. 

Translate here:     

Let the wisdom of God come to you 

Translate here:     

and show you how to bring peace in that situation that needs peace. 

Translate here:     

Let me further emphasize when spiritual laziness is overcome, 

Translate here:     

we will be fulfilled, working in the kingdom. 

Translate here:     

We promised to connect the book of Proverbs to the gospel, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

Translate here:     

Well, here is the connection. Mark chapter 13 verses 34 through 37…

Translate here:     

Jesus says, “The coming of the son of man can be compared 

Translate here:     

to that of a man who left home to go on a trip. 

Translate here:     

He gave each of his employees instructions about work they were to do, 

Translate here:     

and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his return, 

Translate here:     

so keep a sharp lookout, 

Translate here:     

for you do not know when the homeowner will return, 

Translate here:     

at evening, midnight, early dawn or late day break. 

Translate here:     

Don’t let anyone find you sleeping, when he arrives without warning. 

Translate here:     

What I say to you I say to everyone. 

Translate here:     

Watch for his return.” 

Translate here:     

There are 2 things in this passage I just read to you, 

Translate here:     

that are also found in the passage of the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:     

There is a reference to work and there is a reference to sleep. 

Translate here:     

Let’s go back to Proverbs chapter 6. 

Translate here:     

“But you lazy bones, how long will you sleep? 

Translate here:     

When will you wake up? 

Translate here:     

I want you to learn this lesson. 

Translate here:     

A little extra sleep, a little more slumber, 

Translate here:     

or a little folding of the hands to rest, 

Translate here:     

and poverty will pounce upon you like a bandit. 

Translate here:     

Scarcity will attack you like an armed robber.” 

Translate here:     

I want you to learn this lesson. 

Translate here:     

Spiritual laziness will say such things as 

Translate here:     

“I have got to take care of my yard this afternoon.” 

Translate here:     

Or, “My car really needs to be waxed.” 

Translate here:     

Or, “I have to go pay the rent.” 

Translate here:     

The cares and worries of this world, the details of this life, 

Translate here:     

the extra trip to the store, what ever it is, 

Translate here:     

They have kept us from being about our Father’s business.  

Translate here:     

Are we slumbering? 

Translate here:     

Are we sleeping? 

Translate here:     

Are we folding our hands? 

Translate here:     

Are we making excuses, saying tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow? 

Translate here:     

If we are, we are in great danger. 

Translate here:     

Spiritual poverty will pounce upon us like a bandit. 

Translate here:     

Scarcity of the Word of God in our lives will attack us like an armed robber. 

Translate here:     

We will wonder why it is that our spiritual lives are weak, 

Translate here:     

why we have no hunger or zeal for the Lord. 

Translate here:     

It is because we have allowed the enemy of spiritual laziness to creep in. 

Translate here:     

Tomorrow I are going to ask you to wake up from your slumber.

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

