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Translate here:   

What is it that you truly value? 

Translate here:   

Today we are going to talk about your money.  

Translate here:   

As we have said before, the book of Proverbs is extremely practical.  

Translate here:   

Some instructions given seem to contradict the teachings of Jesus on the surface.  

Translate here:   

As you know, we have been comparing the wisdom of the book of Proverbs 

Translate here:   

to the teachings of Jesus in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  

Translate here:   

There is a statement in Proverbs chapter 11 verse 15 

Translate here:   

that I find to be in conflict with the teachings of Jesus.  

Translate here:   

Yet, even though it is in conflict with the teaching of Jesus, 

Translate here:   

it is an extremely practical and wise Proverb. 

Translate here:   

You may ask, “Well, Brother Steve, 

Translate here:   

how can you say it contradicts Jesus and is still wise?”  

Translate here:   

Let’s read and find out why. 

Translate here:   

Let’s read in Proverbs chapter 11 verse 15. 

Translate here:   
Using a modern translation, the New International Version says, 

Translate here:   

“He who puts up security for another will surely suffer, 

Translate here:   

but whoever refuses to strike hands in a pledge is safe.” 

Translate here:   

This may not be totally clear.  

Translate here:   

It speaks of putting up security and striking hands.  

Translate here:   

Let’s try one more translation.  

Translate here:   

You see why it is valuable to have more than one translation available? 

Translate here:   

In the New Living Testament, it says, 

Translate here:   

“Guaranteeing a loan to a stranger is dangerous.  

Translate here:   

It is better to refuse than to suffer later.” 

Translate here:   

That is much easier to understand.  

Translate here:   

Most of us treasure our money.  We work hard for it.  

Translate here:   

We believe it is wise and prudent not to loan money to a stranger.  

Translate here:   

That is in agreement with Proverbs verse 15.  

Translate here:   

Now this issue surety has to do with signing a legal paper.  

Translate here:   

When someone doesn’t have enough assets in the bank to borrow money, 

Translate here:   

it is a common practice in our country for them to find someone who will co-sign the pledge. 

Translate here:   

According to the book of Proverbs, it is a very dangerous thing to co-sign a note.  

Translate here:   

You may very likely loose what you have put up for security for the loan, 

Translate here:   

because you have no knowledge what the stranger is going to do with that money.  

Translate here:   

Let’s read about Jesus’ attitude toward borrowing money.  

Translate here:   

Listen as we read in Luke chapter 6, verses 34 through 36.  

Translate here:   

It says, “If you lend money only to those who can repay you, what good is that? 

Translate here:   

Even sinners will lend to their own kind for a full return.  

Translate here:   

Love your enemies.  Do good to them.  

Translate here:   

Lend to them and don’t be concerned that they might not repay.  

Translate here:   

Then your reward in heaven will be very great 

Translate here:   

and you will be truly acting as children of the Most High.  

Translate here:   

For he is kind to the unthankful and to those who are wicked.  

Translate here:   

You must be compassionate, 

Translate here:   

just as your Father is compassionate.” 

Translate here:   

This is a lot different from the teaching of the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:   

The teaching from the book of Proverbs says you should not put up security 

Translate here:   

They may not pay you back and you will get hurt. 

Translate here:   

Yes, you might get hurt financially, but Jesus has a higher standard.  

Translate here:   

He says if you only lend to those that you know can repay, 

Translate here:   

then you have not done anything more than the heathen, 

Translate here:   

the people who are unloving.  

Translate here:   

He says unloving people will lend all day long, 

Translate here:   

especially if they are certain that they will get their money back with interest.  

Translate here:   

Jesus sets a higher standard.  

Translate here:   

He suggests that we are to be good to those who are even our enemies, 

Translate here:   

and to loan to them and to give to them.  

Translate here:   

After all, isn’t that what he did for us, 

Translate here:   

when he gave his life for us on the cross.  

Translate here:   

There is no way that I can repay him for dying on the cross, for the forgiveness of my sins.  

Translate here:   

He died for me and I can not possibly repay him. 

Translate here:   

This whole issue on borrowing and lending is talked about in other places in the scripture. 

Translate here:   

It is found in the curses and blessings in Deuteronomy.  

Translate here:   

Look in chapter 28.  

Translate here:   

We will learn something about the blessings of lending. 

Translate here:   

In verse 1 it says, 

Translate here:   

“If you obey the commands of the Lord, your God, and walk in his ways, 

Translate here:   

the Lord will establish you as a holy people as he solemnly promised to do.  

Translate here:   

Then all the nations of the world will see that you are a people blessed by the Lord, 

Translate here:   

and they will stand in awe of you.”  

Translate here:   

I love Deuteronomy, chapter 28.  It has precious promises.  

Translate here:   

It also contains curses which we will read in a few minutes, 

Translate here:   

but in this instance it says this: 

Translate here:   

the Lord will give you an abundance of good things in the land that he swore to give your ancestors

Translate here:   

….many children, numerous livestock, and abundant crops.  

Translate here:   

The Lord will send rain at the proper time from his rich treasury in heaven 

Translate here:   

to bless all the work you do.” 

Translate here:   

Remember that this blessing is connected to obeying the commands of the Lord your God.  

Translate here:   

It is connected to walking in his ways.  

Translate here:   

And it is connected to him in establishing us as a holy people.  

Translate here:   

The Lord will send rain at the proper time from his rich treasury in heaven 

Translate here:   

to bless all the work you do. 

Translate here:   

Here is the reference to lending. 

Translate here:   

It says you will lend to nations, 

Translate here:   

but never need to borrow from them.  

Translate here:   

If you listen to there commands of the Lord your God and carefully obey them, 

Translate here:   

the Lord will make you the head and not the tail, 

Translate here:   

and you will always have the upper hand.  

Translate here:   

You must not turn away from the commands I am giving you today, to follow other gods and worship them.  

Translate here:   

The greatest commandment is to love God, 

Translate here:   

and the second is like it, to love your neighbor as your self. 

Translate here:   

I believe if we love the way that Jesus is teaching us is in Luke chapter 6, 

Translate here:   

and lend without concern of getting it back.

Translate here:   

We are demonstrating love, 

Translate here:   

and these promises that are spoken of here, 

Translate here:   

the abundance will come into our lives.  

Translate here:   

Let’s look at the other side.  

Translate here:   

Let’s look at the curse.  

Translate here:   

Let’s look at what happens if you don’t obey the great commandment 

Translate here:   

to love God and to love your neighbor. 

Translate here:   

In Deuteronomy 28 verses 28 through 34, 

Translate here:   

“You will plant much, but harvest little. 

Translate here:   

A locust will eat your crop. 

Translate here:   

You will plant vineyards and care for them, 

Translate here:   

but you will not drink the wine or eat the grapes, 

Translate here:   

for worms will destroy the vines.  

Translate here:   

You will grow olive trees throughout your land, 

Translate here:   

but you will never use the olive oil 

Translate here:   

because the trees will drop the fruit before it is ripe.  

Translate here:   

You will have sons and daughters, but you will not keep them, 

Translate here:   

for they will be led away into captivity.  

Translate here:   

Swarms of insects will destroy your trees and eat your crops.  

Translate here:   

Foreigners living among you will become stronger and stronger, 

Translate here:   

and you will become weaker and weaker.  

Translate here:   

They will lend money to you, and not you to them.  

Translate here:   

They will be the head and you will be the tail.” 

Translate here:   

There we have written what happens 

Translate here:   

when we fail to obey the great commandment of loving God and loving our neighbor.  

Translate here:   

We are put into a situation where we are the ones going out borrowing money, 

Translate here:   

and we are the tail and not the head.  

Translate here:   

Let’s assume we are obeying God and following him. 

Translate here:   

If we do then we are lending. 

Translate here:   

When we lend there are more instructions.  

Translate here:   

Listen to Deuteronomy chapter 23 verses 19 through 20. 

Translate here:   

 “Do not charge interests on loans you make to a fellow Israelite, 

Translate here:   

whether it is money or food or anything else.  

Translate here:   

You may charge interests to foreigners, but not to Israelites, 

Translate here:   

so the Lord your God may bless you in everything you do in the land you are about to enter and occupy.” 

Translate here:   

In Deuteronomy it speaks of Israelites lending to Israelites, 

Translate here:   

but this could very well apply to Christian brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

Translate here:   

not loaning money with interests to other Christian brothers and sisters. 

Translate here:   

If a brother or sister has needs, we are to freely lend and to freely give.  

Translate here:   

The rules in Deuteronomy continue.  

Translate here:   

They say if you lend anything to your neighbor, 

Translate here:   

do not enter your neighbor’s house to claim security.  

Translate here:   

Stand outside and the owner will bring it to you.  

Translate here:   

If your neighbor is poor and only has a cloak to give as security, to not keep the cloak overnight.  

Translate here:   

Return the cloak to its owner by sunset, 

Translate here:   

so that your neighbor can sleep in it and bless you.  

Translate here:   

The Lord your God will count it as a righteous act.” 

Translate here:   

The emphasis here is found in the next verse.  

Translate here:   

It says, “Never take advantage of poor laborers, 

Translate here:   

whether Israelites or foreigners living in your towns.  

Translate here:   

Pay them their wages each day before sunset, 

Translate here:   

because they are poor and counting on it.  

Translate here:   

Otherwise they might cry out to the Lord against you, 

Translate here:   

and it would be counted against you as a sin.  

Translate here:   

Jesus is very concerned about the poor. 

Translate here:   

If there are those who need to borrow, 

Translate here:   

it has to do with their poverty.  

Translate here:   

It has to do with their lack.  

Translate here:   

It has to do with their need.  

Translate here:   

If we are in obedience to God and walking in abundance, 

Translate here:   

we should be helping those who are poor.  

Translate here:   

This is emphasized in 1 John where he says, 

Translate here:   

“If anyone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need, 

Translate here:   

and refuses to help, how can God’s love be in that person? 

Translate here:   

Dear children, let us stop only saying we love each other, 

Translate here:   

and let us really show it by our actions.

Translate here:   

There is the challenge.  

Translate here:   

If you have money enough to live well 

Translate here:   

and there is a brother or sister in need, 

Translate here:   

and you don’t help them in their need, 

Translate here:   

how can you say that you love God?  

Translate here:   

Dear children, let’s stop saying we love each other.  

Translate here:   

Let us really show it by our actions.  

Translate here:   

Proverbs 11:15 says, 

Translate here:   

“Guaranteeing a loan to a stranger is dangerous.”  

Translate here:   

That is true. You can lose your money by signing a pledge, 

Translate here:   

but Jesus has a higher standard.  

Translate here:   

He says give and it shall be given unto you.  

Translate here:   

He says to lend if it does not look like you will be repaid. 

Translate here:   

Let’s think on these things today.  

Translate here:       
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:       
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:       
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:          http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
