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Creole:   

Modern society has brought us many blessings.  

Creole:   

There are beautiful vehicles and better roads.  

Creole:   

Homes are more comfortable than ever before.  

Creole:   

The food available in the store is absolutely amazing.    

Creole:   

There are so many benefits we have achieved from our modern industrial society, but it has brought an ill to us.    

Creole:   

Some of us are aware of it and some of us are not aware of it.    

Creole:   

That ill is that this society lacks stability.    

Creole:   

I happen to live in a rural community that is rather stable.  

Creole:   

I have lived in my own house for 25 years.    

Creole:   

I have many neighbors who have lived in their same houses for many years as well, in some cases many generations.    

Creole:   

But, we don’t represent the country as a whole.  

There is a lot of instability regarding where people live.  

Creole:   

The reason is that everybody is out looking for a better job,  

Creole:   

looking for more money,  

Creole:   

and looking for a way to get ahead in life.    

Creole:   

It is sad when our children grow up in a stable community,  

Creole:   

and get an education   

Creole:   

and the only way they can be fulfilled is to leave to find work in a distant city.    

Creole:   

The sadness isn’t only because we miss our children,  

Creole:   

but because when they go off like that,  

Creole:   

they enter an unstable place to live.    

Creole:   

They don’t know anyone and no one really knows them.    

Creole:   

They are lonely.    

Creole:   

You may wonder why we are discussing this.    

Creole:   

Proverbs 12 verse 3 says,   “Wickedness never brings stability.    

Creole:   

Only the Godly have deep roots.    

Creole:   

In the New International Version, it says,  

Creole:   

 “Man can not be established through wickedness,  

Creole:   

but the righteous can not be uprooted.”  

Creole:   
The children of Israel were very concerned about being uprooted.  

Creole:   

They were a people who had been dragged out of their homeland into Egypt as a result of famine and made slaves.    

Creole:   

When they were brought out of slavery, they wandered around in the wilderness.    

Creole:   

At last they had a season of being settled in Canaan Land.    

Creole:   

But whenever they begin to worship other gods,  

Creole:   

whenever they forsook the God of their fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,  

Creole:   

they were always in danger of being uprooted,  

Creole:   

literally taken out of the city they were living in,  

Creole:   

and made to live as slaves in a foreign land, so they feared being uprooted.  

Creole:  

Proverbs says, that a man can not be established through wickedness.    

Creole:   

Jesus makes an amazing statement.    

Creole:   

He says, it is the love of money that is the root of all evil.    

Creole:   

If a man can not be established through wickedness,  

Creole:   

then his pursuit of money could very well put him in this situation where he becomes an individual without the roots.    

Creole:   

I have a brother in the Lord whom I love dearly, but he has recently been uprooted.    

Creole:   

He was in a managerial position in a large company (industry) and the company closed down.    

Creole:   

The owners said if you want a job you will have to move to another state,  

Creole:   

so he moved his family and rented a home in a community where they knew no one,  

Creole:   

and they found themselves surrounded by loneliness.    

Creole:   

Fortunately, they could retreat to the church.    

Creole:   

They went and found fellowship in Christ.    

Creole:   

This is one of the great reasons for being a Christian.    

Creole:   

Righteousness brings us fellowship anywhere on earth.    

Creole:   

Christians live almost anywhere you go.  Nevertheless, he was uprooted.    

Creole:   

His daily habits and routines, the people he had developed strong bonds of love with, were no longer available to him.  

Creole
This happened all because he is in a society, where in order to survive in his position,  

Creole:   

 in order for him to earn an income,  

Creole:   

in order for him to have money, he had to move.    

Creole:   

I am not saying that he was wicked in his seeking after this job,  

Creole:   

but America has become more and more wicked as the population has become more uprooted.  

Creole:   

This was illustrated to me several years ago when I talked to someone who lived in Houston Texas.    

Creole:   

When our conversation started out, he talked about the burgular alarm system,  

Creole:   

a security system that he had on his home in Houston Texas.    

Creole:   

He had moved away from Houston to a smaller community.    

Creole:   

One of the reasons he had moved was because of the crime rate.    

Creole:   

It had “mushroomed” in Houston Texas.  This is the way he saw it.    

Creole:   

He felt it was necessary for him to spend thousands of dollars on a security system.    

Creole:   

He had security cameras, locks, alarms and all manner of other things, because there was so much crime in the city of Houston.

He said this is how the crime occurs.    

Creole:   

Houston was a boomtown.  

Creole:   

It was a place where you could go and get a job and make a lot of money;  

Creole:   

but in most cases, people spend about 15% more than what they earn.    

Creole:   

A lot of money is never enough, especially for people who have been uprooted and who have made commitments to payments on expensive homes.  

Creole:   

The monthly rent is higher than they can afford to pay.    

Creole:   

What happened in Houston is that people would move into one side of town and get a job and not make enough to cover their expenses.    

Creole:   

So at night they would go to the other side of town and commit a robbery because there was no fear of being caught.    

Creole:   

No one knew them when they arrived.    

Creole:   

They had solid jobs on one side of town and commit wickedness on the other side of town.  

Creole:   

 This shows the wickedness and instability as it functions in our communities today.

Proverbs tells us that man can not be established through wickedness, but the righteous can not be uprooted.    

Creole:   

The book of Proverbs has wisdom for us.    

Creole:   

It instructs us in the path of life.    

Creole:   

It tells us how to walk in righteousness and not become rooted.    

Creole:   

Many people listening to my voice may be older and not able to work.    

Creole:   

You may have the luxury of listening to the radio anytime.    

Creole:   

You undoubtedly are rooted and possibly secure.  You are settled and expect to remain where you are.    

Creole:   

Yet, many of you may be looking at your children and looking at your grandchildren and seeing the instability that is in their lives.    

Creole:   

You see how they are being jerked around from this apartment to that apartment and from this town to that town.    

Creole:   

Much of that can result from wickedness or lust for more that exists in our country and other countries today.  

Creole:   

It is the lust for more, more, more, and the desire for a better jobs and better pay,  

Creole:   

at the cost of family relationships and security that costs us stability.    

Creole:   

If we listen to the book of Proverbs, our desires will be changed.    

Creole:   

Instead of desiring more, more, more in the material realm, we would want more of Jesus.    

Creole:   

We would want more knowledge of God.    

Creole:   

We would want more relationship with the Savior in an attitude of prayer and worship.    

Creole:   

We would be seeking after the true riches that truly satisfy.    

Creole:   

We would be seeking after the life that gives deep pleasure, and a sense of purpose and direction and meaning.    

Creole:   

Alleluia.  But we live in an exceeding materialistic society.  

Creole:   

Let’s look back to Proverbs chapter 1.    

Creole:   

I believe there is a lot of power in it.  There are instructions regarding seeking after knowledge and wisdom.    

Creole:   

The writer says, “My son, when sinners entice you, do not give in to them.    

Creole:   

If they say come along with us, let us lie and wait for someone’s blood, let us waylay some harmless soul,  

Creole:   

let’s swallow them alive like the grave, like those that go down to the pit,  

Creole:   

let’s get all sorts of things and fill our houses with plunder…..  

Creole:   

throw in your lot with us and we will share a common purse.”    

Creole:   

Then he says, “My son, do not go along with them.    

Creole:   

Do not set foot on their paths, for their feet rush into sin.  They are swift to shed blood.”    

Creole:   

The book of Proverbs tells us clearly to flee evil.  Flee evil and embrace righteousness.    

Creole:   

Seek after the right way, the holy way, the true way, the wise way.  

Creole:   

As we read through the book of Proverbs there are many, many references to wickedness and to wicked people.    

Creole:   

Today we are looking at one phrase.    

Creole:   

It says that man can not be established through wickedness, but the righteous cannot be uprooted.    

Creole:   

I can recall in my earlier days, I didn’t care about being uprooted.    

Creole:   

I didn’t care about being unstable.  All I wanted to do was move about and seek after pleasure that the world can give.    

Creole:   

But when I received the Lord, he established me.  He has put me in the same house for 25 years.    

Creole:   

He gave me a place to raise my children, where they could develop life-long friendships and secure relationships in the community.    

Creole:   

I am exceedingly grateful to the Lord for settling me down.  

Creole:   

I was a vagabond.  I was a round around, but God established my ways.    

Creole:   

In righteousness he gave me a place to live, a place to be settled.    

Creole:   

On the other side of the coin, God may not call all of us to that.    

Creole:   

Some are called to move about.  Some are called as missionaries to live in many places.    

Creole:   

When that happens, we have to follow after the calling of the Lord.    

Creole:   

But there is a great benefit to being established, to being rooted, to being settled.    

Creole:   

Righteousness will settle a man like nothing else will settle a man.    

Creole:   

The wicked man can not be established, but the root of the righteous shall not be moved.  

Creole:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel and the Is A Proverb A Day.  God bless you.

