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086 Having a Servant – Monday

Translate:

The scripture tells us that all scripture is given by God

Translate:

for reproof, correction and instruction in righteousness, 

Translate:

that the man of God may be made perfect.  

Translate:

Today we are going to challenge that scripture, 

Translate:

because it is hard to understand its instructions.  

Translate:

As a matter of fact, looking at commentaries on this scripture, 

Translate:

they say that it is obscure. 

Translate:

Reading now from Proverbs chapter 12 verse 9, it says, 

Translate:

“He that is despised and has a servant is better than he that honors himself and lacks bread.”  

Translate:

Looking at it in the New International Version, it says, 

Translate:

Translate:

“It is better to be a nobody and yet have a servant than to pretend to be somebody and to have no food.”

Translate:

I don’t know how you feel about that, but that scripture seems obscure to me also.  

Translate:

I have little glints of understanding from it, 

Translate:

but basically it doesn’t tell me anything.  

Translate:

So what do we do when we find a scripture that is obscure or difficult to understand?  

Translate:

If you have been listening to A Proverb A Day very long, 

Translate:

you know we have a commandment in chapter 2 of Proverbs.  

Translate:

It says, “He who seeks wisdom as if it were treasure hidden in the middle of a field shall find life.”  Alleluia!

Translate:

If I knew that there was a treasure in the middle of a field, I would go and dig for it.  

Translate:

So another question is, can we or will we dig into the scripture?  

Translate:

Will we find out what God means, 

Translate:

when we come to a scripture that is a little confusing and hard to understand?

Translate:

Pray that today we will dig out the meaning.  

Translate:

I will have to admit that I spent several hours pondering this scripture, trying to find the life in it.  

Translate:

I wanted to find the place in it where it speaks to our hearts and lives today. 

Translate:

It wasn’t easy.  

Translate:

It says, “He that is despised and has a servant is better than he that honors himself and lacks bread.”  

Translate:

Let’s see how it was revealed to me as I dug in the field, as I searched for the hidden treasure.

Translate:

I can understand that a person who honors himself may lack bread, 

Translate:

because the business of honoring one’s self is clearly contrary to Jesus’ teaching.  

Translate:

He said about himself that he was not seeking any kind of honor.  

Translate:

In John chapter 8 when Jesus was accused of being possessed by a demon, 

Translate:

he says, “I am not possessed by a demon, 

Translate:

but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me.  

Translate:

I am not seeking glory for myself, 

Translate:

but there is one who seeks it and he is the judge.”  

Translate:

Jesus is telling us that he doesn’t seek glory or honor for himself, 

Translate:

so that reveals something about that person in Proverbs.  

Translate:

There is something that is better than a person that honors himself.  

Translate:

Usually honoring yourself is tied to your pride.  

Translate:

I dug here for a while.  

Translate:

Let’s take a look at what the Bible has to say about pride.  

Translate:

There is a lot of emphasis on pride today.  

Translate:

Basketball players try to be better players by being proud of their abilities.  

Translate:

There are people who teach “black pride”, “white pride”, and “yellow pride”. 

Translate:

There are stores that take pride in their products, etc.  

Translate:

But let’s listen to a few verses about pride.  

Translate:

In Proverbs 11:2 it says, “Pride leads to disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.”  

Translate:

Proverbs 13:10 says, “Pride leads to arguments, but those who take advice are wise.”  

Translate:

I can tell you that is the truth.  

Translate:

I get out on the basketball court and the proud players end up arguing with somebody.  

Translate:

Proverbs 16:5 says, “The Lord despises pride.  

Translate:

Be assured that the proud will be punished.”  

Translate:

What does this do to our “Black Pride,” and “White Pride” ideas.  

Translate:

All of this selling of pride in the market place for certain brands of cloths and shoes and cars?

Translate:

It does make money, but the merchants haven’t read or understood how God feels about pride.  

Translate:

Proverbs 16:5 says the Lord despises pride.  

Translate:

Then Proverbs 16:18 says that Pride goes before destruction and haughtiness before the fall.  

Translate:

Proverbs 29:23 says, “Pride ends in humiliation.”

Translate:

No one likes to be humiliated.

Translate:

It is embarrassing and shameful to be humiliated.

Translate:

But if we humble ourselves, God will not have to humiliate us.

Translate:

We can humble ourselves or God can do it for us.

Translate:

It is our choice, but the wise man will humble himself for a good reason. 

Translate:

If you have been listening to A Proverb A Day, you have learned that humility brings honor. 

Translate:

The word of God teaches things that are contrary to what men teach.  

Translate:

There is no question about that.  

Translate:

There are so many who say “Be proud.”

Translate:

Or “You have got to have pride if you are to get ahead in life.”  

Translate:

Here in the word of God, it says pride leads to arguments and that God despises pride

Translate:

 and pride goes before destruction.  

Translate:

Somehow this is all hooked into this verse. 

Translate:

“He that is despised and has a servant is better than he who honors himself and lacks bread”

Translate:

Perhaps the reason a person who honors himself lacks bread is because pride goes before destruction, 

Translate:

so apparently what God does, is that he picks this person who is prideful 
Translate:

and places him in a situation where he doesn’t have enough money to buy food.  

Translate:

Let’s look at this proverb from another perspective.  

Translate:

Who is it that is despised and has a servant?  

Translate:

Isaiah tells us about Jesus.  He says he was despised and rejected by men.  

Translate:

This is in Isaiah chapter 53 verses 3 through 5. 

Translate:

It says, “he was a man of sorrows and he was familiar with suffering 

Translate:

like one from whom men hide their faces.  

Translate:

He was despised and we esteemed him not.”

Translate:

The most important man that ever lived on earth was despised by men.  

Translate:

This is a hard concept to grasp.  

Translate:

Usually we think that people, who are exceedingly famous, are the most successful,

Translate:

well-known or important, being admired by all men, but Jesus was despised by men.  

Translate:

There are many who despise him today.  

Translate:

He took upon himself our infirmities and he carried our sorrows, 

Translate:

and yet he was despised by men!

Translate:

We know that Jesus walked humbly on the earth.

Translate:

Matthew Chapter 21 verse 6 says, “Behold, your King comes unto you meek, sitting on the fold of an ass.”

Translate:

The word “humble” and the word “meek” mean the same thing.

Translate:

Jesus walked as our example, and said for us to follow him.

Translate:

Again in Matthew chapter 11 verse 29, Jesus says, “Take my yoke upon you and learn of me,
Translate:

for I am meek and lowly in heart.”

Translate:

Proverbs 12:9 says, “He who is despised and has a servant …” 

Translate:

Let’s pursue that for a minute. Jesus had servants. 

Translate:

He had the 12 disciples who were actually his servants.  

Translate:

How do we know that?  

Translate:

Later on in the scripture, Jesus speaking to them, says I no longer call you servants, but friends.  

Translate:

He says that in John chapter 15.  

Translate:

He says, you are my friends if you do what I command.  

Translate:

I no longer call you servants, 

Translate:

because a servant does not know his master’s business.  

Translate:

Instead I have called you friends, 

Translate:

for everything that I have learned from my Father, I have made know to you.”

Translate:

This is shedding more light on this proverb.  

Translate:

He who is despised and has a servant…. 

Translate:

Jesus was despised and had servants, 

Translate:

but he told them at a certain point, 

Translate:

that he no longer considered them servants, but friends.  

Translate:

Let’s try to understand.  

Translate:

How could this have anything to do with you and me?  

Translate:

Not many of us have servants.  

Translate:

But many of us may be despised by some others, sometimes it is for the wrong reasons.

Translate:

 Sometimes we are despised because we are despicable.  

Translate:

We may have bad attitudes or wrong hearts.  There is a lesson here.   

Translate:

Perhaps some of us are satisfied with only going to church and living a quiet moral life, 

Translate:

yet we have a picture here of someone who is despised and has a servant.  

Translate:

Actually I think this is a challenge to us. 

Translate:

Paul had his Timothy.  
Translate:

Timothy was a servant of Paul.  

Translate:

Why did Timothy serve Paul?  

Translate:

Because he saw in Paul, a man of spiritual statue and strength, 

Translate:

and he wanted to be part of the work that Paul was part of.  

Translate:

What we are talking about is leadership.  

Translate:

There are no leaders that don’t have followers.  

Translate:

Usually they don’t refer to their followers as servants, but in fact that is exactly what they are.  

Translate:

They serve the leader, because the leader has a vision.  

Translate:

The leader has some place he is going.  

Translate:

The leader is doing something worth doing, and others attach themselves to him.  

Translate:

They want to be a servant of that leader.  

Translate:

What does that have to do with you?  

Translate:

What does that have to do with me?  

Translate:

There may be a higher place than some of us have recognized or understood.  

Translate:

Maybe we are satisfied with only paying our tithes and going to church on Sunday, 

Translate:

but this verse suggests that if this person goes where he can gain knowledge and wisdom of God

Translate:

 and becomes a leader, 

Translate:

then he would be despised and have a servant, 

Translate:

and be better than someone who honors himself and lacks bread.

Translate:

What an interesting concept?  

Translate:

Let’s try to see this in the person of Elisha.  

Translate:

Elisha was truly a man of God.  

Translate:

He did marvelous and wonderful miracles through the power of God.  

Translate:

One of the things he had was a servant. 

Translate:

The servant’s name was Gehazi. 

Translate:

Gehazi appears three times in the book of Kings with Elisha. 

Translate:

Elisha went to a certain town many times and a woman of that town noticed him, 

Translate:

so she said to her husband, “Let’s make a little room for him up here on the roof 

Translate:

and furnish it with a bed and table and chair and lamp. 

Translate:

It will be a place for him to stay whenever he comes by.”  

Translate:

Has anybody made a little room for you lately? 

Translate:

No one has made one for me yet.  

Translate:

I am holding up a standard that is higher than I am able to meet.  

Translate:

I am saying that this scripture 

Translate:

which says, “he who is despised and has a servant,” 

Translate:

has an idea in it that is higher than we have achieved.  

Translate:

I went out into the field and dug for hidden treasure, 
Translate:

and I find the possibility that we can walk in such a place with God 

Translate:

that we could have a servant like Gehazi or Timothy or a disciple.  

Translate:

The scripture tells us to go into all the world and make disciples of all men.  

Translate:

In the process, why should we be surprised if others serve us for a period of time, as we are Godly leaders?  

Translate:

This is a challenge.  

Translate:

Is my life where it ought to be in Christ?  

Translate:

Am I walking in a role of leadership?   

Translate:

Am I walking in the Spirit and knowledge of God?  Are you??  

Translate:

Let’s meditate upon and understand the wisdom of God, 

Translate:

so that these things can come to pass in our lives.  

Translate:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate:

God bless you and have a good day.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
         Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

