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Translate:   

Some of you have been faithful listeners to this radio station 

Translate:   

and have been tuned into this study of the book of Proverbs for the many weeks.  

Translate:   

There are 30 chapters in Proverbs and we are now in chapter 12.  

Translate:   

If we continue at the same rate we will be in this study for 1 to 2 years.  

Translate:   

We are seeking to learn to be wise.  

Translate:   

The book of Proverbs tells us to learn to be wise. 

Translate:   

It talks to us about the value of wisdom.  

Translate:   

Yesterday we discovered we sometimes have to dig for the wisdom. 

Translate:   

Some of the scriptures in the book of Proverbs are obscure.  

Translate:   

We have to dig as if we are looking for treasure that is hidden in the middle of a field.

Translate:   

Today’s proverb doesn’t require quite as much digging, although some digging is required.  

Translate:   

Digging takes us into a new way of looking at things.  

Translate:   

Today we are going to talk about a contemporary issue, environmentalism.  

Translate:   

We know there are many environmental concerns in the world, 

Translate:   

and massive amounts of money are spent in America to protect the environment,

Translate:   

to protect the spotted owl, the national forest and the wetlands.  

Translate:   

Many people are interested in environmental issues today in America.  

Translate:   

I believe also that the Bible addresses this issue and we are going to see how.

Translate:   

Proverbs chapter 12 verse 10 is a key. 

Translate:   

It is a short verse but it is a key to the subject.  

Translate:   

It opens the door to the subject of the environment.  

Translate:   

Hear what the word of the Lord says.  

Translate:   

“The Godly are concerned for the welfare of their animals, 

Translate:   

but even the kindness of the wicked is cruel.”  

Translate:   

The Godly are concerned for the welfare of their animals, 

Translate:   

but even the kindness of the wicked is cruel.  

Translate:   

This statement is rather straightforward.  

Translate:   

The Godly people are concerned for their animals, 

Translate:   

but the part about the “kindness of the wicked being cruel” is more obscure.  

Translate:   

How can kindness be cruel?  

Translate:   

I hope before we are finished today we will have an insight to this problem. 

Translate:   

But first of all let’s consider why the Godly are concerned with the welfare of their animals.  

Translate:   

I believe this goes back to the book of Genesis where God gave man dominion over the animals.  

Translate:   

In Genesis 1:26, God said, “Let us make man in our image, and likeness 

Translate:   

and let them rule over the fish of the sea, and the birds of the air, 

Translate:   

over the livestock, over all the earth, 

Translate:   

and over all the creators that move along the ground.”

Translate:   

This is known as having dominion.  

Translate:   

God put man in charge of all of the animals.  

Translate:   

He makes them, in some manner, like kings over the animals.  

Translate:   

If you were a poor person living in a thatched hut in a poor country who owned a goat,

Translate:   

you are literally a king over that goat.  

Translate:   

Some oppressive governments may prevent one from owning a goat, 

Translate:   

but it is very common for poor people to own animals.  

Translate:   

You may own a parrot or a cat or some other animal that is not financially productive.  

Translate:   

It may be a pet that you have for your pleasure.  

Translate:   

You have dominion over that animal.  

Translate:   

You decide its fate.  

Translate:   

You decide when it eats, what it eats, where it sleeps,

Translate:   

and you may decide to kill it if it is very sick and will not get well.

Translate:   

Our dog just had puppies.  

Translate:   

She had 11 puppies for the first time. 

Translate:   

Our whole family cared for this mother dog.  

Translate:   

We made a special place in the barn.  

Translate:   

We built a box the right size to hold the mother and her puppies so they couldn’t get hurt.  

Translate:   

This birthing process was several hours long.  

Translate:   

The entire family was in and out of the barn all during the day keeping track of the event, 

Translate:   

because the Godly are concerned for the welfare of their animals.  

Translate:   

It has been placed in our hearts.  

Translate:   

We have dominion and rulership over the animals.   

Translate:   

It talks a little more in Genesis about this. Listen.  

Translate:   

“God blessed them and he said to them, be fruitful and increase in number.  

Translate:   

Fill the earth and subdue it.  

Translate:   

Rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air 

Translate:   

and over every other living creature that moves on the ground.”  

Translate:   

It is stated again.  “Man has dominion over all of the fish of the sea.”  

Translate:   

I believe this is why Christians ought to be involved in all environmental issues, 

Translate:   

because we have been given dominion.  

Translate:   

We have been given responsibility. 

Translate:   

That is the issue, responsibility.  

Translate:   

The Godly are concerned over the welfare of their animals and the welfare of the environment.

Translate:   

God also said “I will give you every seed bearing plant on the face of the whole earth, 
Translate:   

and every tree with fruit that has seed in it, 

Translate:   

and they will be yours for food, 

Translate:   

and to all the beast of the field and all the birds of the air, 

Translate:   

and all the creatures that move on the ground.  

Translate:   

Everything that has breath of life in it, 

Translate:   

I give every green plant for food, and so it was.”  

Translate:   

Man’s rulership over the earth affects his ability to eat 

Translate:   

and also affects the ability of the animals to eat and the plants to live.  

Translate:   

So we should be and must be concerned.  

Translate:   

It is interesting that in Genesis chapter 1, it doesn’t refer to man being given meat to eat.

Translate:   

 At this point, the best we can tell is that mankind prior to the flood were vegetarians.  

Translate:   

We see that in Genesis chapter 9.

Translate:   

Moving along to that chapter, it says,

Translate:   

“God called Noah and his sons and said to them be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.”  

Translate:   

This is the same commandment he gave Adam.  

Translate:   

Continuing on, “the fear and dread of you will fall on all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air

Translate:   

and upon every creature that moves along the ground and upon all the fish of the sea.  

Translate:   

They are given into your hands.”  

Translate:   

You see, God is restating that the animals, the fish are given into our hands.  

Translate:   

He says everything that lives and moves will be food for you; 

Translate:   

just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.”

Translate:   

Here is a switch in the way things happen in the book of Genesis.  

Translate:   

Before the flood, no reference is made to animals being eaten.  

Translate:   

They were ruled by man, but they were not eaten by man.  

Translate:   

After the flood, they were eaten by man. 

Translate:   

This leads us into the discussion of the other kinds of environmentalists.  

Translate:   

Proverbs says that even the kindness of the wicked is cruel.  

Translate:   

I will start by saying that I believe the definition of “wicked people” is this:

Translate:   

those that have failed to acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord.  

Translate:   

The wicked are those who have another life view. 

Translate:   

They look at life differently.  

Translate:   

Their life view is actually a kind of religion.  

Translate:   

I know this is a strong statement to say that everyone not following Jesus is wicked, 

Translate:   

but everyone who is not following Jesus is ultimately NOT going to inherit the kingdom of God.  

Translate:   

The scriptures are clear.  A person who has Jesus the Son, has eternal life, 

Translate:   

and a person who doesn’t have Jesus, does not have eternal life.

Translate:   

Hell and Hades has been prepared for the wicked. 

Translate:   

All of those who do not have Jesus are going to go to hell, and only the wicked are going to hell.  

Translate:   

Now we are talking about those who have a different life view.  

Translate:   

Included in those are many environmentalists who are lovers of the “Mother Earth”.  

Translate:   

Some fairly well-known organizations like “Green Peace” and “Friends of the Earth” promote the value of the earth.   

Translate:   

Some of these organizations actually defy and deny the truth,

Translate:   

that God gave man dominion over the earth.  

Translate:   

If you listen to them, they would like to convince you that the earth is more valuable than man, 

Translate:   

and that whales are more valuable than an unborn child.  

Translate:   

They want to protect the whales at all cost.  

Translate:   

It is interesting that these same people are very willing to abort babies.  

Translate:   

They will cut up the fetuses of the unborn babies and sell the body parts.  

Translate:   

Does that sound radical?  It is happening in America.  

Translate:   

The same people who protect the spotted owl will defend the right of a mother to have an abortion.  

Translate:   

They promote the laws to allow the doctors to do this in abortion clinics and to sell the body parts.

Translate:   

I just had an amazing document come across my desk in the last 2 days

Translate:   

 where I discovered that this sale of body parts is happening all across America.  

Translate:   

How very sad!.  Proverbs says that the kindness of the wicked is cruel.  

Translate:   

I know that the people who belong to this other life view think that they are kind.

Translate:   

They say, “Peace to you.” And “Love, Brother”

Translate:   

These people are usually without morals or honesty as we understand them.

Translate:   

They feel free to sleep with many people bearing children without responsibility.

Translate:   

They feel free to lie to government authorities concerning taxes, children, drugs and other things.

Translate:   

They have made up rules to suit themselves.

Translate:   

 “Love” is having sex with anyone,

Translate:   

and “Peace” is killing the unborn babies so they won’t have to be bothered with children.

Translate:   

What a perversion of the truth!

Translate:   

They consider their actions as being kind.  

Translate:   

They are being kind to the white spotted owl.  

Translate:   

They will put out of work, thousands of loggers in the forest, 

Translate:   

in order to save one or two of these owls, 

Translate:   

because they are trying to be kind to the white spotted owl. 

Translate:   

But they defy the truth that man has been given dominion or power over the animals.  

Translate:   

They consider animals equal to man and thus have rights that man must yield to.  

Translate:   

I am not questioning that God loves the animals, but he loves man first

Translate:   

 because he created him in his very own likeness.

Translate:   

The Godly are concerned with the welfare of their animals, 

Translate:   

but even the kindness of the wicked is cruel.  

Translate:   

I am truly appalled at this business of selling body parts of killed babies.  

Translate:   

About a million babies are aborted every year in America. 

Translate:   

That is one baby in three is killed.

Translate:   

I read once that a person has the most danger of being killed when in the womb than any other time in life. 

Translate:   

In Europe and Russia, the problem is worse.  

Translate:   

Russian women use abortion as a form of birth control.  

Translate:   

Those women average having 4 to 8 abortions during their lifetime. 

Translate:   

One of the cruelest forms of abortion is the “partial birth abortion” 

Translate:   

where the baby is turned around inside the mother by the doctors’ hands 

Translate:   

and is delivered feet first.  

Translate:   

Before the head is fully delivered, the doctor stabs a knife into the bottom of the baby’s head 

Translate:   

and sucks out the brains so that the baby is dead before it is fully born.  

Translate:   

Then the body parts are sold.  

Translate:   

I believe this is what is talked about in Proverbs, 

Translate:   

when it says that the kindness of the wicked is cruel.  

Translate:   

This is a sad note to leave you with, but America and the other nations need your prayers  about this issue.  

Translate:   

If we all would seek to the Lord fervently about this matter, 

Translate:   

maybe the Lord would deliver the unborn babies from the cruelty of the wicked.

Translate:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate:   

God bless you.
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