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088 Satisfying Work – Wednesday

Translate:   

Yesterday we talked about a troubling issue.  

Translate:   

We talked about the kindness of the wicked being cruel.  

Translate:   

That brought us into a discussion about partial birth abortion.  

Translate:   

I had to leave that subject because time was short.  

Translate:   

We also talked about environmental issues.  

Translate:   

We talked about protecting the environment.   

Translate:   

Most of us are not involved with either one of those issues.  

Translate:   

For various reasons we are not involved in issues regarding abortion or issues regarding the environment.  

Translate:   

We say we are not but the scripture indicated that Godly people are careful regarding the welfare of their animals.  

Translate:   

Our godliness should cause us to be concerned about the unborn also.  

Translate:   

I am not going to continue on that subject but I thought it necessary to tell you 

Translate:   

that we ought to be concerned about those people whom we elect to public office.  

Translate:   

We should know where they stand on these issues before we vote.  

Translate:   

Do they actively support partial birth abortion?  

Translate:   

Do they support the groups that cause the earth to be more valuable than mankind?

Translate:   

If you knowingly vote for a wicked person, then you share in his wickedness.

Translate:   

I have seen many voters go to the polls to vote in America. 

Translate:   

And I have asked some of them why they voted for a certain person.

Translate:   

Many times they have said, I voted for that person because he will help me get more money.

Translate:   

The voter didn’t use those exact words, but that is what he meant.

Translate:   

For old people, they are afraid they will get less government Social Security money.

Translate:   

For some workers, they want to force their employer to pay them higher wages, through government laws. 

Translate:   

So they want to elect officials to pass laws to make their employer give them get higher wages.

Translate:   

But you and I have to pay higher prices to buy their things at the store. 

Translate:   

The official running for office makes them that promise, so that they will vote for him

Translate:   

Unemployed people want to government to pay them more money while they are unemployed.  

Translate:   

You and I as honest taxpayers have to pay more taxes to them who aren’t working

Translate:   

An official promises more money to them, so that they will vote for him. 

Translate:   

Unfortunately, many voters don’t care if the official running for office is NOT a Christian.

Translate:   

They don’t care if he stands FOR abortion.

Translate:   

They care more about their pocketbooks, so that’s the way they vote. 

Translate:   

You should know where they stand on these issues.

Translate:   

In the meantime, we will continue with our study of Proverbs.  

Translate:   

Proverbs 12:11 is a far more familiar subject and less troubling, and yet equally important.  

Translate:   

Proverbs 12:11 says, “He that tills land shall be satisfied with bread, 

Translate:   

but he that follows vain persons is void of understanding.”  

Translate:   

In the New International Version says, “He who works his land will have abundant food, 

Translate:   

but he who chases fantasies lacks judgment.”  

Translate:   

During the time that this was written, there was a class of people who did not farm.  

Translate:   

Of course many were farmers, too.  

Translate:   

they grew cotton, grains, fruits, etc.  

Translate:   

But in the cities, most people did not farm.  

Translate:   

They were storekeepers and merchants who traded in goods. 

Translate:   

 So we need to take some liberty with this phrase “works his land”.  

Translate:   

Not everyone has land to work, and it is more true today than ever before.  

Translate:   

In America in the early 1900’s, about 90% of the population worked on the land.  

Translate:   

Today there has been a complete reversal.  

Translate:   

It may be less than 10% of those in the United States who live on income from their land.  

Translate:   

Virtually everyone else works at jobs in offices, shops and factories.  

Translate:   

These existed also in Israel and Egypt thousands of years ago about the time Proverbs was written.  

Translate:   

So we don’t want to interpret this too strictly about a person tilling the land. 

Translate:   

 The idea of tilling the land refers to work that God has given into your hands.

Translate:   

In Genesis when Adam and Eve failed to obey God, he told Adam, 

Translate:   

“Because you listened to your wife and ate the fruit I told you not to eat, 

Translate:   

I place a curse on the ground, 

Translate:   

and all your life, you will struggle to make a living with it.  

Translate:   

It will grow thorns and thistles, though you will eat of its grain.  

Translate:   

All of your life you will sweat to produce food until your dying day.  

Translate:   

Then you will return to the ground from which you came. 

Translate:   

For you are made from dust, and to dust you will return.”

Translate:   

It is given to a man to work.  

Translate:   

It is in the curse that we must work because of our disobedience to God.  

Translate:   

By the sweat of our brow we will work to gain access to food.  

Translate:   

The book of Proverbs tells us that this is not such a bad thing, because it says, 

Translate:   

“He who works with his hands will have abundant food.”  

Translate:   

In the King James Version, it says, “He shall be satisfied.”  

Translate:   

This is at the root and heart of what we call the “work ethic”.  

Translate:   

I remember when I was growing up in my early years in upstate New York; 

Translate:   

there was always a lot of talk about the work ethic.  

Translate:   

They were saying those people who work hard are better than those who don’t work.  

Translate:   

The Bible says he that works will be satisfied, but it contrasts that.  

Translate:   

It says, “He that follows vain persons is void of understanding.  

Translate:   

These vain persons could be those who make promises that they can’t keep.  

Translate:   

Usually those promises have to do with money they would get without working, 

Translate:   

or bread that they would get without working.  

Translate:   

People can make a lot of promises.  

Translate:   

The New International Version says, “He who chases fantasies lacks judgment.”

Translate:   

Today we are going to contrast the differences between steady plodding and satisfying work 

Translate:   

versus those efforts people pursue in an effort to get rich quick.  

Translate:   

How many of you listening to me this morning have purchased a lottery ticket in the last week or two?  

Translate:   

How many of you have gambled in a card game or some other way?  

Translate:   

Why did you purchased that lottery ticket?  

Translate:   

You were hoping, hope against hope, that you would not have to work.  

Translate:   

You were hoping that you could avoid God’s plan and way of having you be satisfied.  

Translate:   

That is the essence of what you were doing.  

Translate:   

In fact, people with get-rich schemes have approached some of you.  

Translate:   

In our local community, there was an article in the newspaper about a Ponzi scheme.

Translate:   

It is similar to a pyramid scheme.  Some of you may know about it.  

Translate:   

What you do is pay $2000 to join this activity or pyramid scheme.  

Translate:   

After your payment, you are instructed to go and find 4 or 5 other people who will also pay in $2000.  

Translate:   

After you have done this, you are supposed to move up a level and each one of them will go and find 4 or 5 more to join.  

Translate:   

Now you will start being the one who is receiving the $2000 from many of them.  

Translate:   

The promise is that for $2000 and a little bit of effort in getting others involved, 

Translate:   

in a very short time you can reap money in amounts of $16,000 to $20,000.  

Translate:   

This ponzi scheme is actually illegal, and yet Christians will participate in it.  

Translate:   

They are following vain persons.  

Translate:   

The Bible says they are void of understanding.  

Translate:   

They are lacking in judgment.

Translate:   

The book of Proverbs had quite a bit to say about this desire to get rich quickly.  

Translate:   

It has quite a lot to say about those people who are unwilling to accept God’s judgment in the Garden of Eden.  

Translate:   

He said in the Garden, that by the sweat of your brow, 

Translate:   

you will bring forth from the earth.  

Translate:   

By the sweat of the brow you should be satisfied, it tells us in Proverbs.  

Translate:   

But man in his foolishness and following after vain people, 

Translate:   

gets involved in all sorts of schemes to try avoid the wisdom of the scriptures.  

Translate:   

We buy lottery tickets.  

Translate:   

We join multi-level marketing associations.  

Translate:   

They say that you need to sell their products, 

Translate:   

but they are really enticing you into a get rich scheme.  

Translate:   

They actually want you to help make them rich.

Translate:   

They want you to join for a sum of money and find 5 or 10 others to join under you, 

Translate:   

and they in turn find 5 or 10 to join under them.  

Translate:   

If each buys something from that company, you will reap profits from every one of those sales.

Translate:   

I am on the Internet and I get emails everyday from people who have these get-rich quick schemes.  

Translate:   

They read, “Be a millionaire overnight.” 

Translate:   

“Earn a thousand dollars next week” 

Translate:   

“Earn a $100,000 next month.” 

Translate:   

The American people are bombarded with people who want to convince us that we can get rich quick.  

Translate:   

Well, what does the book of Proverbs have to say?  

Translate:   

Listen to Proverbs 23 Verse 5.  It says, 

Translate:   

“Cast but a glance at riches when they are gone, 

Translate:   

for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.”  

Translate:   

I saw a television advertisement for a company who asked, “Did you win the lottery? 

Translate:   

Are you concerned that you can’t get a hold of the money?  

Translate:   

Come to see us and we will give it to you, all of it in the same day.”  

Translate:   

We have learned that if you give someone a large amount of money, 

Translate:   

they can spend it quickly and become poor and in debt in a matter of months.  

Translate:   

This happens over and over again.

Translate:   

People don’t know how to handle large amounts of money.  

Translate:   

So the lottery companies have begun breaking the checks into smaller payments so that every year the winner gets a little bit of money.  

Translate:   

This company says they will let you use your yearly payments to pay off a loan we will give you.  

Translate:   

You can have the whole amount now.  

Translate:   

Of course they have high interest rates on that money, 

Translate:   

and the chances are if you take advantage of it, you will be poor immediately, 

Translate:   

because the scripture tells us that riches will surely sprout wings and fly away like an eagle.  

Translate:   

Listen to Proverbs 28 verses 20 to 22;  it says, 

Translate:   

“The trustworthy will get a rich reward, 

Translate:   

but the person who wants to get rich quick will only get into trouble.  

Translate:   

A greedy person tries to get rich quickly, but it only leads to poverty.”  

Translate:   

This is the wisdom to the book of proverbs.  

Translate:   

Learn to be wise, brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Translate:   

It tells us that a greedy person wants to get rich quickly, but it only leads to poverty.  

Translate:   

But the trustworthy will get a rich reward.  

Translate:   

That is those who submit to God’s wisdom in the Garden.  

Translate:   

He knows we have a rebellious heart.  

Translate:   

To keep our rebellious heart in line, it requires that on a daily basis, 

Translate:   

we work to get food that we will eat, by the sweat of the brow.

Translate:   

The New Testament speaks on this subject also.  

Translate:   

Paul says in Ephesians, “Look, if you are a thief, stop stealing.  

Translate:   

Began using your hands for honest work and then give generously to others who are in need.  

Translate:   

So by fulfilling the requirements in Genesis, we can be satisfied ourselves and we can help others. 

Translate:   

Paul said that he worked day and night so that he would not be a burden to anyone. 

Translate:   

He said he had a right to ask for help 

Translate:   

but he wanted to make himself a model for others to follow.  

Translate:   

Paul worked with his hands.  

Translate:   

Go and be satisfied with your work today.  

Translate:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate:   

God bless you.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
         Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

