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Translate: 

I was recently asked the question, what does it mean to be lost?  

Translate: 

The Lord gave me an interesting answer.  

Translate: 

I had never expressed it quite this way before, but I believe it is worth repeating.  

Translate: 

I mentioned the fact that if you were driving in a car, 

Translate: 

and you had a map and it was late at night, 

Translate: 

and you were having difficulty reading the road signs and reading the map, 

Translate: 

it would be very easy to get lost; 

Translate: 

that is, geographically lost.  

Translate: 

You simply wouldn’t know where you were regarding the map and the roads.  

Translate: 

That illustration is very similar to being lost spiritually.  

Translate: 

You don’t know where you are in relationship to God

Translate: 

 or where you are in relationship to heaven and hell.  

Translate: 

Lost from God and lost from heaven.  

Translate: 

But there was a third idea.  

Translate: 

You could be profoundly lost.  

Translate: 

A person who is profoundly lost is one who thinks he is NOT lost, 

Translate: 

who thinks his relationship with Christ is okay, when in fact it is not.

Translate: 

Many people’s lives not lining up with the word of God. 

Translate: 

They don’t know what it means to be saved.  

Translate: 

All of us should be interested in this question of whether or not we are truly saved.

Translate: 

Is our roadmap taking us God?  

Translate: 

In times past we have mentioned that we can listen to our tongues, 

Translate: 

because Jesus tells us that our tongues reveal what is in our heart.  

Translate: 

If we have a right heart, we have a right tongue.

Translate: 

It s a sign along the road of life telling us where we are.  

Translate: 

But if our tongue is speaking obscenities and remarks that are critical and unprofitable, 

Translate: 

it indicates that our heart is not right.  

Translate: 

The book of Proverbs speaks about the issues of our tongues and our heart many times.  

Translate: 

Today we are looking at Proverbs 12:22. 

Translate: 

It tells us that the Lord hates those who don’t keep their word, 

Translate: 

but he delights in those who do.  

Translate: 

That is a strong statement.

Translate: 

I am on the board of directors of a Christian youth organization that helps troubled youth.

Translate: 

Every year we have a banquet to raise money to help the youth.

Translate: 

We ask Christians in the community to come to a free meal and hear what we are doing.

Translate: 

Afterwards, we ask them to consider a donation of some money to help.

Translate: 

Many voluntarily sign pledges to give a few dollars every month.

Translate: 

But not very many keep their promise!

Translate: 

The Lord hates those who don’t keep their word, but he delights in those who do.

Translate: 

I hope you will be careful to keep your word, now that you know it is important.

Translate: 

Don’t say, I will do something tomorrow, if you don’t mean it.

Translate: 

Don’t say you will help, and then don’t do it.

Translate: 

Also to continually put off helping, after you said that you would …

Translate: 

it is the same as not keeping your word over and over again.

Translate: 

You see how important this is to God.

Translate: 

You want God to keep his word to you,

Translate: 

so it is very reasonable that he wants us to keep ours.

Translate: 

You might even promise that you will do something.

Translate: 

Please don’t do that because you might not be able to keep the promise.

Translate: 

Some people even make promises with an oath,

Translate: 

but we are told not to do that either.

Translate: 

The Apostle James says this in James Chapter 5 verse 12:

Translate: 

 “But above all things, my brethren, swear not, 

Translate: 

neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: 

Translate: 

but let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’, and your ‘no’ be ‘no’.”

Translate: 

Our tongue is involved in the integrity of our heart.  

Translate: 

How much basic honesty do you have there?  Has your heart been fixed?  

Translate: 

Is your heart fixed?  Do you have a problem telling the truth? 

Translate: 

 Do you have a problem keeping your word?  

Translate: 

If you tell people you are going to be there at 10 o’clock, do you get there at 10 o’clock?  

Translate: 

If you tell someone you will buy something from them at a certain price, 

Translate: 

do you purchase that thing at that price?  

Translate: 

Do you say you will help because you think others want to hear those things, 

Translate: 

but you said it in order to get them to leave you alone?

Translate: 

The Lord hates those who don’t keep their word.  

Translate: 

It could be if you are having difficulty keeping your word, 

Translate: 

the problem may be that Christ is not living in your heart.  

Translate: 

You may be a religious person, who does not realize what it means to be born again, 

Translate: 

to have Jesus come into your heart.  

Translate: 

Jesus needs to live there and rule and reign in your heart. 

Translate: 

 Surely one thing that the Lord has done, is kept his word.  

Translate: 

He said to his disciples, “See this temple?  

Translate: 

I will destroy it and raise it up again in 3 days.”  

Translate: 

He was speaking about his body being crucified and resurrected.  

Translate: 

It was destroyed and it was raised up, as Jesus said it would.  

Translate: 

Recently I was told about a man who received Jesus 

Translate: 

based on the fact that Jesus kept his word.  

Translate: 

In the gospels Jesus said if I be lifted up, I will draw all men unto me.  

Translate: 

That is one of many statements made by the Lord in the scriptures, 

Translate: 

but this one has a particular importance.  

Translate: 

He was referring to his death on the cross.  

Translate: 

He said IF I be lifted up on the cross, I WILL draw all men unto me.  

Translate: 

Many scriptures of the New Testament are fulfillments of things that were prophesied in the Old Testament, 

Translate: 

but people who want to criticize the Bible have said this:

Translate: 

that the New Testament was written simply by looking at the Old testament 

Translate: 

so that it looked like the promises of God were fulfilled in Christ’s life.  

Translate: 

I suppose a very talented and imaginative person could try to do something like that.  

Translate: 

But this particular statement was known to have been written within a 100 years of his lifetime.  

Translate: 

“If I be lifted up, I will draw all men unto me.”  

Translate: 

No matter how imaginative a person could be, in his wildest imagination, 

Translate: 

he could not have predicted what actually occurred after Jesus’ resurrection.  

Translate: 

He was lifted up, and since then for almost 2000 years, 

Translate: 

men all over the world have been drawn to him.

Translate: 

God has kept his word.  His word was sure.  

Translate: 

People in the far places such as the Artic snows.  

Translate: 

People in the deepest parts of Africa or in the high mountains of the Himalayas 

Translate: 

or far places inside China and Russia and Australia,

Translate: 

all of them without contact with the Western world for the past 2000 years….  

Translate: 

These people from all over the world have been drawn to the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Translate: 

because he has kept his word.

Translate: 

That is wonderful new.  That is wonderful news!  

Translate: 

If he can keep his word and he lives within us, then we can keep our word.  

Translate: 

If we are having trouble keeping our word when we say things to accommodate people, 

Translate: 

it is possible he is not living within us, 

Translate: 

that we are not merely lost, but profoundly lost.  

Translate: 

We think we are saved when we are not saved.  

Translate: 

Proverbs says the Lord hates those who don’t keep their word, 

Translate: 

but he delights in those who do.  

Translate: 

Let’s take a look the word delight in the book of Psalms.  

Translate: 

Look at Psalm 15.  It has only 5 verses.  

Translate: 

It says, “Who may worship in your sanctuary, Lord?  

Translate: 

Who may enter your presence on your holy hill?”  

Translate: 

It doesn’t ask who is going to be an usher at church on Sunday morning.  

Translate: 

It says, who can come into God’s presence?  

Translate: 

We can’t come into his presence except we have a heart of true worship.  

Translate: 

That is the highest honor that a man or woman can have, …

Translate: 

to come into the presence of the King of Kings.  

Translate: 

Who may come into His sanctuary?  Who may enter His presence? 

Translate: 

And then it tells us.  

Translate: 

“Those who live blameless lives and do what is right, 

Translate: 

speaking the truth from sincere hearts.”

Translate: 

David who wrote Psalms saw the connection between our tongue and our heart?  

Translate: 

The people who know the presence of God, speak the truth from sincere hearts. 

Translate: 

They refuse to harm their neighbors or speak evil of their friends.  

Translate: 

This psalm touches on another subject, gossip, that we have talked about before. 

Translate: 

“those who despise persistent sinners, 

Translate: 

and honor the faithful followers of the Lord 

Translate: 

and (here is the verse I wanted to get to) 

Translate: 

and keep their promises even when it hurts.”

Translate: 

David had the revelation 

Translate: 

that those who come into the presence of God, keep their promises, even when it hurts.  
Translate: 

He must have taught his son Solomon well, 

Translate: 

because Solomon wrote that  the Lord hates those who don’t keep their word, 

Translate: 

but he delights in those who do.  

Translate: 

Keeping your promise even when it hurts….  

Translate: 

I have had an opportunity to be challenged by that, 

Translate: 

when I had to go the extra mile in paying off damages or debt.  

Translate: 

It is not a grievous thing though, to get hurt in the process of keeping your word, 

Translate: 

because it tells us here that those who keep their promises, even when it hurts, 

Translate: 

they may worship in the sanctuary of the Lord, 

Translate: 

and may enter into his presence on his Holy Hill.  

Translate: 

Alleluia!  That is absolutely wonderful.

Translate: 

Now let’s look at another place in the New Testament where Jesus is talking.

Translate: 

We are going to see what Jesus said in Matthew.  

Translate:  

We read earlier that the Lord hates those who don’t keep their word,  

Translate: 

The way to avoid being a promise breaker is to not be a promise maker.  

Translate: 

A simple yes or no is all that is needed.  Here is how Jesus expressed it.  

Translate: 

In Matthew 5 verse 33, he said, “You have heard that the law of Moses says, 

Translate: 

do not break your vows.  

Translate: 

You must carry out your vows you have made to the Lord, 

Translate: 

but I say don’t make any vows.  

Translate: 

If you swear by heaven, it is a sacred vow,  
Translate: 

because heaven is God’s throne.  

Translate: 

And if you swear by the earth, it is a sacred vow, 

Translate: 

because the earth is his footstool.  

Translate: 

And don’t swear by Jerusalem, 

Translate: 

for Jerusalem is the city of the great King.  

Translate: 

Don’t even swear by your head, 

Translate: 

for you can’t turn one hair black or white.  

Translate: 

Just say a simple “yes, I will” or “no, I won’t.”  

Translate: 

You word is enough.  

Translate: 

To strengthen your promise with a vow shows that something is wrong.”

Translate: 

You see, the Lord is telling us that if we find ourselves making vows and promises, 

Translate: 

maybe we don’t believe in the integrity of our hearts.  

Translate: 

We could have given a simple yes or no. 

Translate: 

Yet even with a simple yes or no, the Lord wants us to do what we say will do.  

Translate: 

Today we have been looking at Proverbs 12:22. 

Translate: 

It tells us that the Lord hates those who don’t keep their word, 

Translate: 

We saw that this was a road sign telling us which way to go.

Translate: 

We don’t have any more time today, but we will discuss this again later.   

Translate: 

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate: 

Go worship in his presence.  God bless you. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 

         
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

