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097 Good Advice – Tuesday

Translate:  

Today we are going to continue to talk about what I think is the Christian’s sin of choice, 

Translate:  

yes, the sin that Christians prefer above all other sins, 

Translate:  

because they have the ability to justify this sin.  

Translate:  

They say, I have a right to this and it is okay for me to do this. 

Translate:  

You ask, what sin, Brother Steve, are you talking about?  

Translate:  

It is the sin of worry.  

Translate:  

It is the sin of discouragement.  

Translate:  

It is the sin of depression.

Translate:  

It is the sin of anxiety and fear.  

Translate:  

Most of us justify our sin of worry by saying to ourselves, 

Translate:  

“God knows I am trying to do the right thing,

Translate:  

but I have problems and, and the problems keep coming.  

Translate:  

Look at this situation of the bills I owe,

Translate:  

or look at what a family member is doing wrong?  

Translate:  

I am concerned and I simply can’t help thinking about it.”

Translate:  

Yes, you feel that way and your circumstances cause you to feel that way, 

Translate:  

but Jesus tells us not to take a thought for tomorrow or to worry.  

Translate:  

He said, don’t worry.  

Translate:  

It is a command like “love your neighbor.” 

Translate:  

Jesus wants us to be free from worry, discouragement, depression and fear.

Translate:  

He said in Luke 12 verse 32:  “FEAR NOT, LITTLE FLOCK.”

Translate:  

“It is your heavenly Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”

Translate:  

You remember that the kingdom of God is not food and drink,

Translate:  

but it is righteous, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

Translate:  

Peace and joy are NOT worry, discouragement or fear. 

Translate:  

But how is it possible for us to walk in freedom from worry, discouragement or fear?  

Translate:  

What is it that enables us to walk in that freedom?  

Translate:  

I believe that it is a relationship with Jesus 

Translate:  

and a good relationship with the body of Christ that ultimately frees us from worry.  

Translate:  

The Lord spoke to his disciples often and said fear not, I am with you.  

Translate:  

If that word alone were planted in our hearts, 

Translate:  

we would be free from worry, discouragement and depression.  

Translate:  

The Lord is with us.  

Translate:  

If the Lord is with us, who can be against us?  

Translate:  

What can be against us?   

Translate:  

Sometimes we need to hear it out of the mouth of a brother or sister in Christ.  

Translate:  

We need to be edified.  We need to be built up.  

Translate:  

We need to be given words of encouragement.  

Translate:  

We are still in Proverbs chapter 12 and I am going to add today, verse 26 to verse 25.  

Translate:  

Verse 25 states that worry weighs a person down, 

Translate:  

but an encouraging word cheers him up.  

Translate:  

Yesterday I mentioned a word fitly spoken being like apples of gold in pictures of silver.  

Translate:  

This goes on in verse 26 and says, “The Godly give good advice to their friends.  

Translate:  

The wicked lead them astray.”  

Translate:  

There you have it.  We have as Godly people, the opportunity to give good advice to our friends.  

Translate:  

We have the opportunity to speak a good word 

Translate:  

to make glad a sorrowful heart, a discouraged heart, and a depressed heart.

Translate:  

I am concerned about my own obedience to this.  

Translate:  

I was with a brother just yesterday.  

Translate:  

I could see that he had heaviness of heart.  

Translate:  

I allowed myself to be distracted rather than asking him what the difficulty or problem was, 

Translate:  

so that I might speak an encouraging word.  

Translate:  

He got away before I had an opportunity to do it.  

Translate:  

Don’t let your opportunities in Christ get away.  

Translate:  

You are going to see people today or tomorrow who are dealing with fears and difficulties.  

Translate:  

Speak an encouraging word to them!

Translate:  

You may spend a few minutes and ask how they are doing.

Translate:  

Or you if you had to leave right away, say “May the Lord give you a blessed day.”

Translate:  

Or “God loves you.”

Translate:  

Be obedient to the scriptures.  Listen to what Paul writes to the Thessalonians, chapter 5 verse 11.  

Translate:  

He says, “Wherefore comfort one another and edify one another.”  

Translate:  

He says comfort one another and edify one another.  

Translate:  

Now we are going to look at the business of edification for a minute.  

Translate:  

What does it mean to edify?  

Translate:  

The word edify is tied to other words: edifice and edification.  

Translate:  

An edifice is commonly a big building that stands to represent some truth or to represent some person.  

Translate:  

You may know how colleges and universities name buildings or lecture halls or auditoriums after individuals.  

Translate:  

They are known as edifices because they edify that person.  

Translate:  

That person had a quality of live, such that they deserved having a building named after them.  

Translate:  

So a university or college edifies a person by building an edifice in their name.  

Translate:  

Well, we are called to edify one another.  

Translate:  

We are called to say things that make people feel appreciated, 

Translate:  

to make them feel worthwhile, to make them feel as if their life has meaning. 

Translate:  

Therefore, by edifying, we kick out discouragement and worry in another person’s life. 

Translate:  

It is amazing how a small remark from us can give someone hope.  

Translate:  

The scripture says, “Comfort yourselves and edify one another.”  

Translate:  

That is something we do on a day-by-day basis.

Translate:  

In Ephesians 4:29, it says, “Don’t use foul or abusive language, but let everything you say be good and helpful, 

Translate:  

so that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them.”  

Translate:  

How many of us are careful about how we speak, 

Translate:  

about the words that come out of our mouth?  

Translate:  

Are you listening to me today, you who have a problem with your tongue?  

Translate:  

Are you listening today?  

Translate:  

Let everything you say be good and helpful, 

Translate:  

so that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them.  

Translate:  

That is something we can do every day.  

Translate:  

When we entered into the study of the book of Proverbs, 

Translate:  

we heard an admonition from the writer of Proverbs.  

Translate:  

He said learn to be wise.  Seek wisdom.  

Translate:  

Brothers and sisters in Christ, this topic we are focusing in on today is at the center of wisdom, 

Translate:  

that we would learn to be wise with our tongue, 

Translate:  

that we would learn to use our tongue to set someone else free, 

Translate:  

to remove the burden of discouragement and worry from their lives.  

Translate:  

We should do this every day in our normal relationships with people.  

Translate:  

You could be in a store or on the street and see someone looking worried and upset, 

Translate:  

and speak a word and would set them free in a moment.

Translate:  

There is no end of opportunities for walking in the Spirit of God in this manner, 

Translate:  

unless, of course, you yourself are burdened down by discouragement and worry.  

Translate:  

This happens to everyone at times. 

Translate:  

When we become discouraged, we become self-centered and think “Woe is me”, 

Translate:  

“My unpaid bills”, “my sickness”, “my hurt”, “my pain”.  

Translate:  

When you are in that state of mind, you won’t see another person’s problems.  

Translate:  

All you can see are your own problems.  

Translate:  

And so you become unfruitful.  

Translate:  

You become cloaked with a cloud of depression, worry and fear.  

Translate:  

You are not useful to yourself, and you are not useful to anyone else.  

Translate:  

But if you learn to be wise, you will recall God’s word.

Translate:  

You will remember that peace and joy are available in Christ.

Translate:  

Did you know that worry is actually a form of “unbelief”? 

Translate:  

You feel like God may not take care of your problems.

Translate:  

God is not pleased with that attitude.

Translate:  

How would you like for someone to doubt that you would do what you said you would?

Translate:  

You wouldn’t be happy.  

Translate:  

God doesn’t want you to doubt and worry, but to believe He will take care of you.

Translate:  

Then you can become a deliverer for others by a word of encouragement. 

Translate:  

Then you can become a comforter, an aid, and a helper to others, as God instructed.

Translate:  

Then you will have a story to tell of how you believed God to intervene in your problems.

Translate:  

And that person listening, will find hope and faith in his or her problems.

Translate:  

That is your job.  

Translate:  

I will tell you that people who water other people, get watered themselves.  

Translate:  

As you release other people from discouragement and depression, 

Translate:  

you yourself get released from discouragement and depression.  

Translate:  

The scriptures say, “Let us seek after such things as make for righteousness, peace and joy.  

Translate:  

Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness 

Translate:  

and all these things will be added unto you.”  

Translate:  

Establish the kingdom in other people’s lives, 

Translate:  

and it will be established in your life.

Translate:  

The business of edification appears in the church. 
Translate:  

It is supposed to appear in the church.  

Translate:  

Sometimes our church services don’t allow opportunities for it, 

Translate:  

but what a joy to be at a church service where we have the opportunity to edify the saints.  

Translate:  

In 1 Corinthians 14, Paul says, “How is it brethren, when you come together, 

Translate:  

everyone of you has a Psalm, or a doctrine, or a tongue, or revelation, or an interpretation.”  

Translate:  

It says, “Let all things be done to EDIFY.”  

Translate:  

Paul is saying this is the way it is supposed to be when you come together. 

Translate:  

Everybody has something to contribute to build up the church, to edify the church.  

Translate:  

Let all things be done unto edifying.

Translate:  

Proverbs 12:26 says, “The Godly give good advice to their friends, but the wicked lead them astray.” 

Translate:  

Let’s look at the second part of that verse more closely.

Translate:  

 “but the wicked lead them astray.”

Translate:  

We know that wicked people can be found all over the world.

Translate:  

Even our neighbors can be wicked people.

Translate:  

Can a wicked person be found in the church?

Translate:  

We know, of course, that wicked people can be found there too.

Translate:  

They may keep their evil deeds a secret, and nobody in the church even suspects.

Translate:  

But the emphasis is on the wicked leading their friends astray.

Suppose this person is a friend to other believers?

Translate:  

Can he lead them astray?

Translate:  

Yes, he can, according to the scriptures.

Translate:  

Jesus addresses this in Matthew 15 verses 8 through 15.  

Translate:  

I have read this passage in our course of learning to be wise a number of times. 

Translate:  

 “These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far away.  

Translate:  

Their worship is a farce, 

Translate:  

for they replace God’s commands with their own man-made teaching.”  

Translate:  

Remember, Jesus is talking about people that are clean on the outside, 

Translate:  

but inside their hearts are impure or evil.  

Translate:  

They have a pretense of religion and righteousness, but their hearts are not right.  

Translate:  

They are not born again.  

Translate:  

They do not have Jesus living within their tent.  

Translate:  

They will lead others astray by their bad example.

Translate:  

Jesus told the crowds, listen to what I say and try to understand.  

Translate:  

You are not defiled by what you eat.  

Translate:  

You are defiled by what you say and do.  

Translate:  

There it is, the Christian sin of choice, the things that we say.  

Translate:  

Our tongue.  We may not be a murder or a thief,

Translate:  

But God is offended when we habitually express our worries and don’t trust him.

Translate:  

We offend with our mouths, when in fact we are supposed to edify and build up others.  

Translate:  

The disciples responded to Jesus’ remarks and said; don’t you realize that you offended the Pharisees by what you said?  

Translate:  

Jesus said, “They are blind guides leading the blind.  

Translate:  

And if one blind person guides another, they will both fall into the ditch.”

Translate:  

How often is it when people are discouraged, they seek out other people who are discouraged? 

Translate:  

and they sit together and talk about their miseries?  

Translate:  

Instead of healing one another, they make one another feel worse.  

Translate:  

The blind are leading the blind.  

Translate:  

Let’s not be that way today.  

Translate:  

Let’s be among the righteous who gives good advice to our friends.  

Translate:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate here:   
Go and edify and heal someone with your words today.. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

