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Translate:   

One of the minor qualifications I have for teaching the book of Proverbs is this. 

Translate:   

For approximately 15 years, everyday of my life with very few exceptions, 

Translate:   

I read one chapter from the book of Proverbs.  

Translate:   

This is a practice that I highly recommend to everyone who has a Bible.  

Translate:   

And it is really quite easy to do.  

Translate:   

It doesn’t take long to read a single chapter, 

Translate:   

and since there are 31 chapters in the book of Proverbs, 

Translate:   

you can keep track of where you are by looking at the calendar.  

Translate:   

If it is the 5th of the month, read chapter 5, and if it is the 6th of the month, read chapter 6.  

Translate:   

I have met many people who do this on a regular basis.  

Translate:   

What a great blessing it is for their lives!  

Translate:   

And it can deposit something into your life too,

Translate:   

to have this word written in your heart on a daily basis.

Translate:   

I have to say that in spite of all of those years that I spent in the book of Proverbs, 

Translate:   

it has not been until recent years that I have taught the book of Proverbs,

Translate:   

that I have become aware of how extremely important its concepts are.

Translate:   

Today we will look at one of the most important concepts that it contains:

Translate:   

The fruit of our lips!

Translate:   

Do you know how concerned the Lord is with the fruit of our lips?

Translate:   

If you have listened to A Proverb A Day, you have heard me say many times 

Translate:   

how our hearts and our lips are connected to each other.  

Translate:   

One more time today we are going to look at this issue 

Translate:   

and I believe that the Lord will give yet deeper insight into it.  

Translate:   

Join with me as I read to you Proverb 13 verses 2 through 3.  

Translate:   

Reading from the King James Version, it says,

Translate:   

“Man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth, 

Translate:   

but the soul of the transgressors shall eat violence.  

Translate:   

He that keeps his mouth keeps his life, 

Translate:   

but he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction.”

Translate:   

As it has been our practice, I will look at 2 more translations.  

Translate:   

The New Living Testament says, “Good people enjoy the positive results of their words, 

Translate:   

but those who are treacherous crave violence.  

Translate:   

Those who control their tongue will have a long life, 

Translate:   

but a quick retort can ruin everything.”  

Translate:   

I like that.  

Translate:   

Those who control their tongue will have a long life.  

Translate:   

In the New International Version, it says, “From the fruit of his lips, a man enjoys good things, 

Translate:   

but the unfaithful have a craving for violence.  

Translate:   

He who guards his lips, guards his life, 

Translate:   

but he who speaks rashly will come to ruin.”

Translate:   

Today we could call this brief teaching “Lip Fruit”.

Translate:   

In English we understand the meaning of fruit to mean more than oranges on trees.

Translate:   

For instance, the fruit of marriage means children.

Translate:   

Fruit is like a harvest that comes later after the seeds have been planted.

Translate:   

We are looking at what you speak through your lips as seeds.

Translate:   

Afterwards you receive either good fruit or bad fruit from your words.  

Translate:   

What is the fruit of your lips?  Let’s talk about lip fruit.  

Translate:   

Words, the words that we speak, how powerful they are!  

Translate:   

Here is what Jesus said in John chapter 6 verse 63.  

Translate:   

“It is the Spirit that quickens or enlivens.  The flesh profits nothing.  

Translate:   

The words I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life.”  

Translate:   

Jesus said that the words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.  

Translate:   

It is not just Jesus‘ words that are spirit and life.  

Translate:   

We also speak words of life.  

Translate:   

There is a spirit behind every word that we speak.  

Translate:   

Is it a spirit of selfishness?  Is it a spirit of jealousy? 

Translate:   

 Is it a spirit of love? Edification?  

Translate:   

The words that we speak are spirit.  

Translate:   

That is what makes them so powerful, that they are spirit.

Translate:   

Now we know 2 things: words are powerful…

Translate:   

AND they affect not only others but they can come back upon us as the “fruit”.

Translate:   

The fruit of our lips will tear us down or build us up.

Translate:   

How can we gain control of our mouth?  

Translate:   

The Bible says, “He who keeps his mouth…”  

Translate:   

How do we keep our mouth?  

Translate:   

Also the Bible says, “He who guards his lips, guards his life.”  

Translate:   

How can we guard our lives? 

Translate:   

I think a powerful way to do that is to establish a habit of speaking God’s word, 

Translate:   

instead of speaking our words.  

Translate:   

Jesus said in John 14, “The words I say are not my own, 

Translate:   

but my Father who lives in me. 

Translate:   

He does his work through me.”  

Translate:   

There is a clue, a powerful clue.  

Translate:   

Jesus said,  “The words I speak are not my own.”  

Translate:   

He was constantly quoting the word of the Lord.  

Translate:   

In John 1:21, John spoke the words of Isaiah the Prophet.  

Translate:   

“I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness.  

Translate:   

Make straight the way for the Lord.”

Translate:   

What John was doing, Paul also did throughout the New Testament.  

Translate:   

All of the saints quoted the word of God.  

Translate:   

They spoke the word of God.  

Translate:   

Jesus said that the words that I speak are not my own.  

Translate:   

We get into a lot of trouble by speaking our own words, speaking our own feelings.  

Translate:   

If we could speak the words of God, 

Translate:   

if we could speak His words alone, 

Translate:   

We would be amazed how the spirit and life in his words would turn things around.  

Translate:   

But how can we speak those words, if we are not familiar with them? 

Translate:   

What if we have not eaten his word?  

Translate:   

What if we have not studied his word?

Translate:   

Then his word is not operating in our hearts.  

Translate:   

Our mouths speak of the things our hearts are filled with.  

Translate:   

What have you filled your heart with?  

Translate:   

It is what comes out of your mouth.

Translate:   

A good man shall eat by the fruit of his mouth, 

Translate:   

but the soul of the transgressors shall eat violence.”  

Translate:   

In the book of Acts, it talks about the children of Israel.  

Translate:   

It says they rejected the words of Moses.  

Translate:   

They said to him, “Who made you to be our ruler and judge?”  

Translate:   

When the children of Israel fell into sin, 

Translate:   

they did it first with their words.  

Translate:   

They rejected Moses with their words and that is exactly what they did with Jesus.  

Translate:   

The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, 

Translate:   

yet in condemning him, they fulfilled the words of the scriptures.  

Translate:   

How did they condemn Jesus?  

Translate:   

With their words.  

Translate:   

The words that they spoke were finally put into action with his being crucified.  

Translate:   

They condemned Jesus with their words.  

Translate:   

What more violent thing could they do?  “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

Translate:   

That word came off their lips.  “Crucify him, crucify him!”  

Translate:   

And it resulted in the death of the righteous One on the cross.

Translate:   

They intended for their words to do just what they did,

Translate:   

But they never saw that their words would come back upon them.

Translate:   

And here is the FRUIT of their lips:

Translate:   

Reading in Matthew chapter 23 starting with verse 33, it says this.

Translate:   

Jesus is speaking. “ You serpents, you generation of vipers,

Translate:   

how can you escape the damnation of hell?

Translate:   

Behold, I send to you prophets and wise men and scribes,

Translate:   

and some of them you shall kill and crucify, 

Translate:   

and some of them you shall scourge in your synagogues.”

Translate:   

Moving down to verse 36 and verse 38, Jesus says, 

Translate:   

“Verily I say to you, all these things, (meaning guilt and responsibility), 

Translate:   

shall come upon this generation. 

Translate:   

Behold your house is left to you desolate.”

Translate:   

And that is exactly what happened.

Translate:   

That generation crucified Christ around the year 33AD

Translate:   

And that same generation was destroyed when Jerusalem fell in 70AD.

Translate:   

So when the people said “Crucify him!” 

Translate:   

they had to eat the fruit of their lips which was their own destruction later.

Translate:   

We speak words everyday.  

Translate:   

Our words are spirit.  They are traceable to our spirits.  

Translate:   

Our spirits are either going to bring life or bring death to ourselves and to others.  

Translate:   

Simon Peter responded to Jesus and said, 

Translate:   

“Lord, you alone have the words that give eternal life.”  

Translate:   

Remember Jesus said, “the words that I speak are not my own.  

Translate:   

Rather it is my Father living in me.”  

Translate:   

Peter recognized that.  He said, “You alone have the words of life.”  

Translate:   

Jesus also said in John chapter 17, 

Translate:   

“I gave them the words that you gave me, and they accepted them.  

Translate:   

They knew with certainty that I came from you, 

Translate:   

and they believed that you sent me.”

Translate:   

Jesus gave us words.  He spoke words of life to us.  

Translate:   

He told us in words that he came that we might have life.  

Translate:   

He told us he came to destroy the works of the devil.  

Translate:   

Either we take him at his word, or we ignore his words.  

Translate:   

Has he come to destroy the works of the devil in your life?  

Translate:   

Has he come to give you life, and life more abundantly in your life?  

Translate:   

It all hinges on whether or not you accept his words.

Translate:   

Jesus himself said, I don’t speak my own words.  

Translate:   

If it was good enough for Jesus not to speak his own words, 

Translate:   

then it is good enough for us not to speak our own words. 

Translate:   

I have endeavored in the Proverb A Day series to speak the words of God, and not to speak my own words.  

Translate:   

Jesus says, “They knew with certainty that I came from you.”  

Translate:   

The words that he spoke came from heaven.

Translate:   

The words of the violent don’t come from heaven.  

Translate:   

“The soul of the transgressors eats violence.  

Translate:   

He that opens wide his lips shall have destruction.  

Translate:   

A quick retort can ruin everything.”  

Translate:   

We are going to leave this session today with a cautionary word.  

Translate:   

We are going to see how the Lord feels about people whose mouths are open wide for destruction.   

Translate:   

If you have a Bible with you, you might want to turn with me 

Translate:   

to Psalm 59 as we read verses 5 through 12.

Translate:   

It says, “Oh Lord God Almighty, the God of Israel, rise up and punish the hostile nations.  
Translate:   

Show no mercy to wicked traders.  

Translate:   

(Now he is gong to describe them.)  

Translate:   

“They came at night snarling like vicious dogs as they prowled the streets.  

Translate:   

Listen to the filth that comes from their mouth, 

Translate:   

the piercing swords that fly from their lips.  

Translate:   

(Here is a description of a wicked people.  

Translate:   

Filth coming from their mouths.) 

Translate:   

Who can hurt us they sneer?  

Translate:   

Arrogance, arrogance comes from their mouths.  

Translate:   

They speak words of arrogance.  But Lord, you laugh at them.  

Translate:   

You scoff at all the hostile nations.  You are my strength.  

Translate:   

I wait for you to rescue me, for you, Oh God, are my place of safety.”

Translate:   

Then David cries out for mercy on the wicked.  

Translate:   

“Don’t kill them, for my people may soon forget such lessons.  

Translate:   

Stagger them with your power.  

Translate:   

Bring them to their knees, Oh Lord our Shield, 

Translate:   

because of the sinful things they say, 

Translate:   

because of the evil that is on their lips.  

Translate:   

Let them be captured by their pride, their curses, and their lies.”  

Translate:   

David was fed up, thoroughly provoked with them.  

Translate:   

He understood that the words on their lips had come from their hearts.  

Translate:   

Wickedness had manifested itself.  Solomon saw it when he wrote the book of Proverbs.  

Translate:   

He said, “He who opens wide his lips shall have destruction.”  

Translate:   

Open your lips wide today and let love pour forth. 

Translate:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

