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104 Real Riches Week 21 Thursday

TRANSLATE:   

Today the book of Proverbs leads us to one more opportunity to check our hearts, 

TRANSLATE:   

to find out where our hearts are.  

TRANSLATE:   

The Lord, says where your heart is, there will be your treasure also.  

TRANSLATE:   

We are going to talk about treasures. We are going to talk about riches.  

TRANSLATE:   

We are going to talk about money.  

TRANSLATE:   

What is the Lord’s attitude toward money?  

TRANSLATE:   

What is our attitude toward money?  

TRANSLATE:   

We are going to spend today either pursuing the kingdom of God 

TRANSLATE:   

or pursuing the riches of this world.  

TRANSLATE:   

The scriptures tell us to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness 

TRANSLATE:   

and all of these other things will be provided for us, 

TRANSLATE:   

but do we believe the scriptures?  

TRANSLATE:   

Are the scriptures going to control our lives today, 

TRANSLATE:   

or will be spend another day in pursuit of more money, more goods, more things?

TRANSLATE:   

To answer that question may be found Proverbs 13:7 and Proverbs 13:8.  

TRANSLATE:   

If we could understand these 2 Proverbs, 

TRANSLATE:   

they just may make a difference in how we live today.  

TRANSLATE:   

Proverbs 13:7 tells us,  “Some who are poor pretend to be rich, 

TRANSLATE:   

and others who are rich pretend to be poor.  

TRANSLATE:   

The rich can pay a ransom, 

TRANSLATE:   

but the poor won’t even get threatened.”  

TRANSLATE:   

We are not going to do much with Proverbs 14:8 

TRANSLATE:   

except to mention that only the rich people have to worry about their family getting kidnapped.  

TRANSLATE:   

People don’t kidnap homeless people and hold them for ransom, 

TRANSLATE:   

because they know that there is no money to pay the ransom, 

TRANSLATE:   

so one of the advantages of being poor is pointed out here in the book of Proverbs. 

TRANSLATE:   

If you are poor, you don’t worry about getting kidnapped and held for ransom.

TRANSLATE:   

I always thought that was a little bit humorous, some of the Holy Ghost humor.  

TRANSLATE:   

It is so obvious that you are not going to get held for ransom, 

TRANSLATE:   

if you don’t have any ransom money to pay. 

TRANSLATE:   

 (But) for some reason the Holy Ghost thought to mention that in Proverbs chapter 13 verse 8.  

TRANSLATE:   

Let’s deal though with verse 7.  

TRANSLATE:   

The King James Version says, “There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath (or has) nothing.  

TRANSLATE:   

There is that maketh himself poor, yet hath (or has) great riches.”  

TRANSLATE:   

The modern translators have changed this word “maketh” or “makes himself” to “pretends”.  

TRANSLATE:   

The New International Version says “One man pretends to be rich, yet has nothing.  

TRANSLATE:   

Another pretends to be poor, yet has great wealth.”  

TRANSLATE:   

I don’t know exactly how to express those words.  

TRANSLATE:   

I think that it could mean this:

TRANSLATE:   

some people think of themselves as rich in the things of this world, 

TRANSLATE:   

but yet in reality they are poor in the things of God.  

TRANSLATE:   

There are some people who disregard the riches of this world, but are rich toward God.

TRANSLATE:   

In order to get an understanding of this, 

TRANSLATE:   

let’s look at what the Lord Jesus had to say in Luke chapter 12.  

TRANSLATE:   

This is called the story of the rich fool.  

TRANSLATE:   

It says, “Then someone called from the crowd, 

TRANSLATE:   

Teacher, please tell my brother to divide my father’s estate with me.  

TRANSLATE:   

Jesus replied, Friend, who made me a judge over you to decide such things as that?  

TRANSLATE:   

Then he said beware!  

TRANSLATE:   

Don’t be greedy for what you don’t have.  

TRANSLATE:   

Real life is not measured by how much we own.”  

TRANSLATE:   

That statement alone is at the center 

TRANSLATE:   

of that I believe the Holy Spirit is trying to speak about today.  

TRANSLATE:   

Real life is not measured by what we own.  

TRANSLATE:   

There are some that think of themselves as being rich because of their possessions, 

TRANSLATE:   

yet they have nothing because they are spiritually poor. 

TRANSLATE:   

Yet, there are some who don’t have many possessions, 

TRANSLATE:   

or don’t concern themselves for them, and (yet) they have great riches.

TRANSLATE:   

In verse 16, chapter 12 of Luke, Jesus gave them an illustration.  

TRANSLATE:   

He said, “A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine crops.  

TRANSLATE:   

In fact, his barns were full to overflowing.  

TRANSLATE:   

So he said, I know.  I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, 

TRANSLATE:   

then I will have room enough to store everything.  

TRANSLATE:   

And I will sit back and say to myself, 

TRANSLATE:   

Friend, you have stored enough away for years to come.  

TRANSLATE:   

Now take it easy.  Eat, drink and be merry, 

TRANSLATE:   

but God said to him, you fool.  

TRANSLATE:   

You will die this very night.  Then who will get it all?  

TRANSLATE:   

Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth, 

TRANSLATE:   

but not have a rich relationship with God.

TRANSLATE:   

That is a very strong statement.  

TRANSLATE:   

A person is a fool to store up earthly wealth, but not have a rich relationship with God.  

TRANSLATE:   

It doesn’t say that you CAN NOT store up earthly wealth.  

TRANSLATE:   

It says you should not do one and neglect the other. 

TRANSLATE:   

Let’s see this idea again in I Timothy chapter 6 verse 17:  

TRANSLATE:   

“Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded 

TRANSLATE:   

 (that means prideful), nor trust in uncertain riches, 

TRANSLATE:   

but (TRUST) in the living God.” 

TRANSLATE:   

So that is our challenge today.  

TRANSLATE:   

That is what we have to look at regarding our heart today.  

TRANSLATE:   

Where is our heart today?  What are we seeking today?  

TRANSLATE:   

Are we seeking first the kingdom of God and his righteousness?  

TRANSLATE:   

Do we have a spiritual mind? 

TRANSLATE:   

Are we concerned about the salvation of other peoples’ souls?  

TRANSLATE:   

Or, are we caught up in the cares and the worries of this life?  

TRANSLATE:   

Are we going to be dominated by the bills we have to pay or things we need to buy?

TRANSLATE:   

These are hard questions, but the answers are crucial regarding real life, 

TRANSLATE:   

regarding whether we have a rich relationship with God.  

TRANSLATE:   

Let’s continue reading in Luke 12 beginning with verse 22.  

TRANSLATE:   

It says, “Then turning to his disciples, Jesus said, 

TRANSLATE:   

“So I tell you, don’t worry about everyday life, 

TRANSLATE:   

whether you have enough food to eat or cloths to wear.”  

TRANSLATE:   

That is a very direct statement, talking about things we all think about. 

TRANSLATE:   

“But Jesus says don’t worry about whether you have enough to eat.

TRANSLATE:   

or what clothes you want to wear, 

TRANSLATE:   

for life consists of far more than food and clothing.  

TRANSLATE:   

Look at the ravens.  They don’t need to plant or harvest or put food in barns 

TRANSLATE:   

because God feeds them.  

TRANSLATE:   

And you are far more valuable to him than many birds.  

TRANSLATE:   

Can all of your worries add a single moment to your life?  Of course not! 

TRANSLATE:   

And if worry can not do little things like that, 

TRANSLATE:   

what is the use of worrying over bigger things.

TRANSLATE:   

Well, I guess there is the heart of the issue, 

TRANSLATE:   

regarding whether or not we are focusing on money,

TRANSLATE:   

either how to make more and more money, or how to pay debts.

TRANSLATE:   

Are we lying awake at night thinking about those things?  

TRANSLATE:   

How do we think of ourselves in relationship with God?  

TRANSLATE:   

Do we see ourselves as being feed the way the ravens are fed?  

TRANSLATE:   

Are we satisfied with what we have?  

TRANSLATE:   

The scripture tells us to be content with what we have, 

TRANSLATE:   

because with contentment there is great gain.  

TRANSLATE:   

Godliness with contentment is great gain. 

TRANSLATE:   

Let’s look at that verse in I Timothy Chapter 6 verse says, 

TRANSLATE:   

 “But Godliness with contentment is great gain.”  

TRANSLATE:   

Continuing on it says, “For we brought nothing into this world, 

TRANSLATE:   

and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  

TRANSLATE:   

And having food and clothing, with these, let us be content.”   

TRANSLATE:   

The scripture tells us that we shouldn’t ask for anything more than the basics, like food and shelter.  

TRANSLATE:   

(Now) We have a right to ask for these things. 

TRANSLATE:   

Jesus said pray in this manner.  “Give us this day our daily bread.”  

TRANSLATE:   

There is nothing wrong with a simple request for giving us this day our daily bread, 

TRANSLATE:   

but should we go beyond that?

TRANSLATE:   

Should we be thinking about more, more, more?  

TRANSLATE:   

 (Now) There is a trend in the Christian world today 

TRANSLATE:   

because of this materialistic society that we live in, 

TRANSLATE:   

there is a trend toward thinking of God as the God of wealth and prosperity. 

TRANSLATE:   

(And) I can have it all.  If I only believe; 

TRANSLATE:   

if I name it and claim it, if I want it bad enough, I can have it all.  

TRANSLATE:   

Some people who think that way 

TRANSLATE:   

may preach that if you will come to my church and give me everything, 

TRANSLATE:   

then God will give you everything back.  

TRANSLATE:   

Many people accept that idea,

TRANSLATE:   

and they are pulling out their pocketbooks and giving a lot to some church.

TRANSLATE:   

I will add though I believe that most Christians in America don’t give enough.  

TRANSLATE:   

Getting back to why some people give so much?  What is their motive?  

TRANSLATE:   

Are they doing it to build the kingdom, 

TRANSLATE:   

or are they doing it because they think that this is the pathway to wealth? 

TRANSLATE:   

Are they doing it out of a pure heart? 

TRANSLATE:   

Or are they doing it because their motive is to get more, more, more.?

TRANSLATE:   

Listen to the next verse in Timothy: 

TRANSLATE:   

“But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, 

TRANSLATE:   

and into many hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.”

TRANSLATE:   

God is saying that this way of thinking will destroy you.

TRANSLATE:   

Getting back to today’s proverb: 

TRANSLATE:   

Some people who are poor pretend to be rich, 

TRANSLATE:   

and others who are rich, pretend to be poor.  

TRANSLATE:   

You may know people who are spiritually poor, but pretend or strive to be rich.  

TRANSLATE:   

They run around wearing fine clothes and driving beautiful vehicles 

TRANSLATE:   

and living in fine homes, but in fact they are poor.  

TRANSLATE:   

They are spiritually poor.  

TRANSLATE:   

They do not have a rich relationship with God.  

TRANSLATE:   

Jesus said back in Luke, “Look at the lilies and how they grow.  

TRANSLATE:   

They don’t work or make their clothing, 

TRANSLATE:   

yet King Solomon and all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are.  

TRANSLATE:   

(And) if God cares do wonderfully for flowers that are here today and gone tomorrow, 

TRANSLATE:   

won’t he more surely care for you?  

TRANSLATE:   

You have so little faith.”  

TRANSLATE:   

This is Jesus talking to his disciples.  

TRANSLATE:   

This is Jesus talking to the people of Jerusalem.  

TRANSLATE:   

He says you have so little faith.  

TRANSLATE:   

And don’t worry about food, what to eat and drink.  

TRANSLATE:   

Don’t worry about whether God will provide it for you.  

TRANSLATE:   

These things dominate the thoughts of most people, 

TRANSLATE:   

but your heavenly Father already knows your needs.  

TRANSLATE:   

He will give you all you need from day to day, IF you make the kingdom of God your primary concern.  

TRANSLATE:   

(Now) I know that some people listening to my voice 

TRANSLATE:   

at this very moment are among those that have little faith.  

TRANSLATE:   

I know that there are those who are truly worried 

TRANSLATE:   

about how they are going to pay their bills and how to buy groceries. 

TRANSLATE:   

What the Holy Spirit is asking of you in Jesus words, is to take a break from that worry. 

TRANSLATE:   

To rest from that worry.  

TRANSLATE:   

To say I understand that you ,Lord, feed the birds.  

TRANSLATE:   

I understand that you cloth the lilies of the field with a glory greater than that of Solomon.  

TRANSLATE:   

 (And) I ask you this day for my daily bread.  

TRANSLATE:   

I am going to receive it and not worry.  

TRANSLATE:   

This is the word of the Lord for today.  

TRANSLATE:   

This is brother Stephen Keel and this is a Proverb a Day.  

Translate:  

God bless you, and have a great day!

Translate here:  
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:     http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

