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107 Quick Wealth – Tuesday

Translate:  

It is my prayer, if you have listened to A Proverb A Day over any period of time, 

Translate:  

That you have developed an appreciation of having more than one translation of the Bible.  

Translate:  

Some of you may have only one Bible 

Translate:  

and some of you may not have any Bible.

Translate:  

Some of you may have trouble reading.  

Translate:  

Even with different translations, there are portions of it that we simply don’t understand, 

Translate:  

and when we don’t’ understand a verse, it holds us back from reading more verses.  

Translate:  

We say to ourselves, it is too hard.  I can’t understand it.  

Translate:  

So instead of feasting daily on the word of God, 

Translate:  

we allow someone else to interpret the Word of God for us. 

Translate:  

We say I’ll hear all I need to know on Sunday morning.  

Translate:  

I will go to church and the preacher will preach a sermon 

Translate:  

or the Sunday school teacher will teach a lesson.  

Translate:  

But in fact the Word of the Lord says we are supposed to seek wisdom 

Translate:  

as a treasure that is hidden in a field. 

Translate:  

If we knew that a treasure was buried in our backyard, 

Translate:  

with high hope, we would have our shovels out there digging.  

Translate:  

Well, there are treasures buried in the Word of God.  

Translate:  

Sometimes they are buried under layers of words, coming from the various translations.  

Translate:  

So as you have listened to A Proverb A Day, you have heard over and over again 

Translate:  

how we read a verse first from one translation 

Translate:  

and then from another translation and then from another translation.  

Translate:  

Usually one of the translations has the Word of the Lord that we can readily understand.  

Translate:  

I will give an example of this.  

Translate:  

Proverbs 13:11 tells us “Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished, 

Translate:  

but he that gathers by labor shall increase.”  

Translate:  

This is the King James translation,

Translate:  

But there are times when it doesn’t speak my heart language.  

Translate:  

It isn’t clear to me just exactly what it is saying.

Translate:  

If we think about it, we may get this message.  

Translate:  

“Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished.”  

Translate:  

It is talking about money getting smaller.  

Translate:  

That is what “diminished” means. It means to get smaller.  

Translate:  

But wealth gotten by vanity is unclear to me.  

Translate:  

I am not sure what wealth gotten by vanity means.  

Translate:  

The rest of the Proverb says,  “he that gathers by labor shall increase.”  

Translate:  

The language is old language.  

Translate:  

During the time the King James Bible was written, 

Translate:  

people spoke this way and they understood exactly what this meant.  

Translate:  

But let’s look at a modern translation.  

Translate:  

I strongly recommend that everybody have available to them, a modern translation.  

Translate:  

I also recommend that you have a King James Version, 

Translate:  

because the King James Version established the English language for all America.  

Translate:  

When the settlers came to America 300 to 400 years ago, 

Translate:  

the King James Bible was the main book that made everybody speak the same words.

Translate:  

It literally created the English language for the American people.

Translate:  

Back to Proverbs 13:11, it says, “Dishonest money dwindles away, 

Translate:  

but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow.”  

Translate:  

I understand this better.  Dishonest money dwindles away.  

Translate:  

If you get money the wrong way, it will slowly disappear.  

Translate:  

It says he who gathers money little by little, makes it grow.  

Translate:  

In this particular case I really like the New Living Testament.  

Translate:  

Listen to the Word of the Lord from Proverbs 13:11.  

Translate:  

It says, “Wealth from get-rich quick schemes quickly disappears.  

Translate:  

Wealth from hard work grows.”  

Translate:  

We have discussed these concepts before, 

Translate:  

and we are going to repeat some of what we have said before.  

Translate:  

Hopefully we will have an even better understanding, 

Translate:  

and we can will apply this message in a fresh way to our lives.  

Translate:  

I am going to speak directly to those of you who are buying lottery tickets.

Translate:  

Gambling is the same thing, and both occur all over the world.  

Translate:  

Christians, brothers and sisters in Christ, why do you buy lottery tickets?  

Translate:  

What are you hoping for?  What is your reason?  

Translate:  

That is not hard to understand.  

Translate:  

You are hoping that you are going to get rich quickly.  

Translate:  

You are hoping that there is going to be a big return for a little investment.  

Translate:  

I have to explain to you that you are walking in folly.  

Translate:  

You are hurting yourself.  

Translate:  

Every time you buy one of those tickets, you are giving your money to other people. 

Translate:  

If it is a government lottery, then you are giving it to the government.  

Translate:  

For the government, it is a form of taxation.

Translate:  

They want your money.  They are the real winners. 

Translate:  

It is true that occasionally someone gets more money back than they put in, 

Translate:  

but that is only a very few people.   A very few!  

Translate:  

Your effort to gain money through the lottery or gambling is doomed to failure.  

Translate:  

Listen, they are profit-making businesses.  

Translate:  

They can not give away more than they take in.  

Translate:  

They want to take in a lot and give away a little 

Translate:  

and that is exactly what they do.  

Translate:  

That means only the gambling houses or the government consistently wins.  

Translate:  

It is a way of getting your money.

Translate:  

The Bible says that wealth from get-rich-quick schemes disappears quickly.  

Translate:  

What this means is even if you win the lottery, 

Translate:  

even if you get some of that “easy” money, it is not going to stick.  

Translate:  

Money that comes in easily goes out easily.  It is that simple.  

Translate:  

If you didn’t work for it, then you don’t respect it.  

Translate:  

You don’t have a sense of value regarding it; 

Translate:  

therefore, it came in quickly and it went out quickly.  

Translate:  

Your end is worse than when you started.

Translate:  

And here is why:  

Translate:  

I have watched individuals buy lottery tickets in America.  

Translate:  

They buy a lottery ticket and win a small amount of money.  

Translate:  

What do they do with it?  

Translate:  

They buy more lottery tickets with that money, and add more money with it.  

Translate:  

But they don’t win this time; and now they have less than when they started.  

Translate:  

What have they accomplished?  Nothing. 

Translate:  

They are no further ahead, but instead further behind.

Translate:  

They have lost time and money.

Translate:  

They are upset and disappointed.

Translate:  

Yet they return next week and do the same thing again,

Translate:  

And become poorer and poorer every time.

Translate:  

But with hard work, the scripture says, wealth grows.  

Translate:  

When you increase a little at a time, 

Translate:  

when you increase little by little, you say this to yourself, 

Translate:  

“I am going to hold on to that.  I have worked for that.”  

Translate:  

You are on the path of wisdom found in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate:  

Let’s look at the big picture here.  

Translate:  

We have read this before and we will read it again.  

Translate:  

The book of Proverbs speaks about this over and over again.  

Translate:  

It takes us right to Luke chapter 12, where Jesus makes clear his position about money.  

Translate:  

He said, “Beware, don’t be greedy for what you don’t have.  

Translate:  

Real life is not measured by how much we own.”  

Translate:  

That is “bottom line”, folks.  Life is not measured by money.

Translate:  

If you are looking to your lottery winnings to make you happy, 

Translate:  

you are looking to the wrong place.

Translate:  

In fact, you will find yourself more anxious and worried,

Translate:  

because you know that you may loose it all again in gambling, and you probably will. 

Translate:  

Real life is not measured by how much we own.

Translate:  

Jesus gave an illustration.  

Translate:  

He said a rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine crops.  

Translate:  

In fact, his barns were full to overflowing.  

Translate:  

So he said, I know.  I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones.  

Translate:  

Then I will have room enough to store everything.  

Translate:  

This reminds me of some people I know who have good-paying jobs. 

Translate:  

They are making very good wages 

Translate:  

and they have built nice homes for themselves and they have purchased lovely cars. 

Translate:  

Then the opportunity comes to work overtime to make more money.  

Translate:  

They want to build bigger barns, so they work the overtime for twice the money.  

Translate:  

They say, I will tear down the barns that I have and I will build bigger ones.  

Translate:  

Then I will have room enough to store everything.  

Translate:  

Then I will sit back and say to myself, 

Translate:  

friend, you have stored away enough for years to come.  

Translate:  

Now take life easy and eat, drink and be merry.”

Translate:  

This problem is not too different from lotteries and gambling.

Translate:  

Instead of giving away our money to get more money, 

Translate:  

we give away our time or our life by working very many hours.

Translate:  

We have little or no time left for God or family or others. 

Translate:  

It may very well happen that we won’t get to sit back and take life easy.  

Translate:  

Our lives may get cut short in our prime because we have worn ourselves out.

Translate:  

It may be that our family will draw away from us, because we drew away from them.

Translate:  

Worst of all, God will draw away too!  

Translate:  

God said to the man who built the bigger barn, 

Translate:  

“You fool, you shall die this very night.  Then who will get it all?”  

Translate:  

Next the scripture says a person is a fool to store away earthly wealth, 

Translate:  

but not have a rich relationship with God.

Translate:  

I was confronted with this issue two weeks ago, 

Translate:  

when I went to a seminar called Business by the Books.  

Translate:  

There were a group of Christian businessmen attending it 

Translate:  

and they were asking themselves the question, why am I in business?  

Translate:  

What am I trying to accomplish?  

Translate:  

If all we do with our lives is build bigger barns, which we can’t take with us when we die,

Translate:  

what will we take to heaven? 

Translate:  

How will we feel in eternity, 

Translate:  

seeing the saints with crowns filled with jewels, shining brightly with the light of Jesus?  

Translate:  

What are you talking about Brother Steve?  

Translate:  

It says in the book of Proverbs that he who wins souls is wise.  

Translate:  

It says we are earning jewels for our heavenly crowns when we win souls.  

Translate:  

We may want to impress God with all the bigger barns we built.  

Translate:  

Look at all the money I earned.  

Translate:  

Look at the security I provided for my wife and my children.

Translate:  

Yes, you may very well earn good money, provide good security and have nice cars, 

Translate:  

but what about the jewels in your crown?  

Translate:  

What about the kingdom business?  

Translate:  

What about the commandment of the Lord 

Translate:  

to go into all the world and to make disciples of all men, 

Translate:  

teaching them and baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost?  

Translate:  

What about seeking first the kingdom of God 

Translate:  

and his righteousness rather than earthly riches?  

Translate:  

The Apostle Paul says in I Timothy 6:9-10, “People who long to be rich fall into temptation 

Translate:  

and are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin,

Translate:  

for the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.  

Translate:  

And some people craving money have wandered from the faith 

Translate:  

and pierced themselves with many sorrows.”

Translate:  

I read these verses to you a few days ago, 

Translate:  

but I wanted to read them again because they are so important. 

Translate:  

We may have heard that the love of money is the root of all evil, 

Translate:  

but Paul says the real problem is that people actually leave their faith in God!  

Translate:  

They are not walking in the kingdom, because they are walking in the pursuit of money.  

Translate:  

Let’s you and I commit today to seek heavenly wealth 

Translate:  

that grows from hard work in the kingdom of God.

Translate:  

We will be gathering treasure in heaven, jewels for our crowns that last forever.  

Translate:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate:  

God bless you. 

Translate here:  
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Translate here:     http://www.radioencuentro.com 
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