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Translate:     

One of the benefits of doing a verse-by-verse study of the book of Proverbs, 

Translate:     

is that we learn what God considers to be important 

Translate:     

instead of what man considers to be important.  

Translate:     

Men frequently have favorite themes, things that they think are important, 

Translate:     

and they preach on them all of the time.  

Translate:     

The book of Proverbs has favorite themes too, 

Translate:     

and yesterday we looked at the law of the wise being a fountain of life.  

Translate:     

Today we are going to look at a person with good sense.  

Translate:     

It appears to me that it makes good sense to drink from the fountain of life. 

Translate:     

But Proverbs 13:15 says, “A person with good sense is respected 

Translate:     

and a treacherous person walks a rocky road.”  
Translate:     

That is the New Living Testament.

Translate:     

In the King James Version, it says, “Good understanding gives favor, 

Translate:     

but the way of transgressors is hard.”  

Translate:     

I believe we could call today’s message “The Hard Way.”  

Translate:     

The hard way is to walk absent of good sense, 

Translate:     

to walk in our own understanding, to think we always know what is best.   

Translate:     

Many people are seeking respect.  

Translate:     

And the Bible clearly states that a person with good sense is respected.

Translate:     

Or to say it another way, a good understanding wins favor.  

Translate:     

The good understanding comes from the spirit of the Lord. 

Translate:     

It comes from the anointing of God.

Translate:     

It comes from God’s involvement in a person’s life.

Translate:     

If you are not involved with God, he is not involved in your decision-making

Translate:     

I think one of the good examples of a person finding favor is that of Joseph when he was in Egypt.  

Translate:     

Although there were troubles in his life, 

Translate:     

his good sense enabled him to find favor wherever he was.  

Translate:     

He found favor in the prison where he was locked up though he was innocent, 

Translate:     

and he found favor in the house of Potipher who worked for the Pharaoh of Egypt. 

Translate:     

He found favor in the eyes of Pharaoh who put him in charge of his entire house.

Translate:     

Acts chapter 7 verses 9 and 10 tells us that Joseph’s brothers were very jealous of him, 

Translate:     

and they sold him to be a slave in Egypt, 

Translate:     

but God was with him and delivered him from his anguish.  

Translate:     

That is the point.  God was with him.  

Translate:     

And God gave him favor before Pharaoh, king of Egypt.  

Translate:     

God also gave Joseph unusual wisdom 

Translate:     

so that Pharaoh appointed him governor over all of Egypt, 

Translate:     

and he put him in charge of all of the affairs of the palace.  

Translate:     

This favor of God, this wisdom of God is not inaccessible.  

Translate:     

God would show you favor.  He would show me favor.  

Translate:     

He would give you wisdom.  He would give me wisdom.  

Translate:     

But we need to seek for that wisdom.  We need to ask God for good sense.

Translate:     

I believe that I mentioned some weeks ago, 

Translate:     

that as my small children were growing up, the Lord had me pray over them regularly, 

Translate:     

that God would give them wisdom and common sense.  

Translate:     

Listen to Proverbs chapter 4 verses 5 through 9.  

Translate:     

This is the centerpiece of why we are studying the book of Proverbs.  

Translate:     

It tells us: “Learn to be wise. Develop good judgment.  

Translate:     

Don’t forget or turn away from my words.” 

Translate:     

This is the word of God.  Don’t turn from God or forget wisdom.  

Translate:     

 “For she, wisdom, will protect you.  Love her and she will guard you.  

Translate:     

Getting wisdom is the most important thing that you can do. 

Translate:     

Get good judgment.  If you prize wisdom, she will exalt you.  

Translate:     

Embrace her and she will honor you.  

Translate:     

She will place a lovely wreath on your head.  

Translate:     

She will present you with a beautiful crown.”

Translate:     

A person with good sense is respected.  

Translate:     

If you want respect, get wisdom.  

Translate:     

What kind of wisdom?  God’s wisdom.  

Translate:     

Where do you get God’s wisdom?  From the book of wisdom.  

Translate:     

From the word of God which is the Bible.  

Translate:     

Seek the favor of God, seek the word of God, and seek the wisdom of God.  

Translate:     

That is the wisest path that we can walk.  

Translate:     

Also there is an unwise path. 

Translate:     

Proverbs 13:15 says it another way, “A treacherous person walks a rocky road.” 

Translate:     

In the New International Version it says, “The way of the unfaithful is hard.”  

Translate:     

The King James says, “The way of transgressor is hard.” 

Translate:     

Are you living a hard life?  

Translate:     

Life is not as hard for those who seek God and his wisdom.

Translate:     

But it can be very hard for the person who doesn’t seek him.   

Translate:     

The Bible says that the way of the transgressor is hard.

Translate:     

Listen to Psalm 36.  It says “sin whispers to the wicked deep within their hearts.”  

Translate:     

That is in great contrast to having the Holy Spirit whisper to the righteous.  

Translate:     

Our conscience is the tube or pipe through which the word of God speaks.  

Translate:     

He wants to whisper deep within your heart and give you wisdom.  

Translate:     

But here it says sin whispers to the wicked deep within their hearts.  

Translate:     

They have no fear of God to restrain them.  

Translate:     

In their blind conceit, they cannot see how wicked they really are.  

Translate:     

The book of Proverbs also tells us that everyman’s ways are clean in his own eyes.  

Translate:     

That is a peculiar reality.  That is a truth.  

Translate:     

People who are walking apart from God, very often are not even aware of it.  

Translate:     

They think that what they are doing is perfectly fine.  

Translate:     

They fool themselves.  

Translate:     

They have tricked themselves into believing that all is okay.  
Translate:     

They have no fear of God and they cannot see how wicked they really are.

Translate:     

This is what the word of God says about the wicked.  

Translate:     

In Psalm 36 verse 3, it says, “Everything they say is crooked and deceitful.  

Translate:     

They refuse to act wisely or do what is good.  

Translate:     

They lie awake at night hatching sinful plots.  

Translate:     

Their course of action is never good.  

Translate:     

They make no attempt to turn from evil.”  

Translate:     

The way of the transgressor is hard.  

Translate:     

This is the word of the Lord today, Proverbs 13 Verse 15.   

Translate:     

“A person with good sense is respected, but a treacherous person walks a rocky road.”  

Translate:     

I am exhorting you today to seek wisdom, to learn to be wise, 

Translate:     

to develop good judgment, praise the Lord!

Translate:     

Reading on toward the end of Psalm 36, it’s a prayer of David.  

Translate:     

He says, “Pour out your unfailing love on those who love you.  

Translate:     

Give justice to those with honest hearts.  

Translate:     

Don’t let the proud trample me and don’t let the wicked push me around.

Translate:     

Look! They have fallen.  They have been thrown down, never to rise again.”  

Translate:     

David asked the question, “Why do the wicked prosper?”  

Translate:     

He said that he was jealous.  

Translate:     

We covered this several days ago. 

Translate:     

He didn’t understand why those “fat cats” seem to have everything, 

Translate:     

and everything seems to go well with them. 

Translate:     

But then he tells us that he thought about the matter and realized that their end was sudden destruction.  

Translate:     

He said, “Look, they have fallen.  They have been thrown down, never to rise again.”  

Translate:     

Contrast this to what the book of Proverbs teaches us.  

Translate:     

It says, “The righteous fall 7 times and get up again, but not so the wicked.”  

Translate:     

A person with good sense is respected, but a treacherous person walks a rocky road.  

Translate:     

2 John chapter 1 verse 9 says, “If you wander beyond the teaching of Christ, you will not have fellowship with God, 

Translate:     

but if you continue in the teaching of Christ, you will have fellowship with both the Father and the Son.”  

Translate:     

What a wonderful promise!  

Translate:     

If you continue in the teaching of Christ, if you seek the wisdom of God through the Bible, 

Translate:     

he promises that you will have fellowship with both the Father and the Son. 

Translate:     

So instead of being like the wicked who have sin whispering deep within their hearts, 

Translate:     

God’s plan is that the Holy Spirit would whisper in your hearts, 

Translate:     

that you would be sensitive to the voice of God, 

Translate:     

that you would be led by the spirit of God, 

Translate:     

that you would be hearing from the spirit of God, 

Translate:     

that the God of the Universe would be speaking and guiding you with daily instructions.

Translate:     

God doesn’t have to speak to you in a loud voice, though he can.

Translate:     

There was an example of God speaking to the disciples, Peter, James and John.

Translate:     

It is recorded in Luke chapter 9 starting with verse 28.

They went with Jesus up onto a mountain to pray.

Translate:     

As Jesus prayed, his clothing and face became white and glistening.

Translate:     

Moses and Elijah who had died many years ago, appeared with him,

Translate:     

And they talked to Jesus about his dying on the cross.

Translate:     

Afterwards, Peter suggested that they build 3 tabernacles,

Translate:     

one for Jesus, one for Moses and one for Elijah.

Translate:     

Then God spoke out of heaven and said, “This is my beloved son. Hear him.”

Translate:     

We will probably not hear a loud voice from heaven,

Translate:     

But then we are not going to the cross to be crucified either.

Translate:     

Yet we still need to hear from heaven everyday.

Translate:     

In the Book of Acts, the Apostles heard from God to lay hands on a person and pray for healing, 

Translate:     

or to go to a certain city to preach the gospel

or to appoint people for work in the kingdom of God.

Translate:     

They heard God through a word in the scripture, or in a dream, 

Translate:     

or in a small voice in their heart when they prayed.

Translate:     

You can hear from God the same way.  

Translate:     

You can move in the spirit of God as they did.  

Translate:     

What a wonderful thing to move in the spirit.  

Translate:     

You know we can move in the spirit in a church service by waiting on God and listening to him.  

Translate:     

We can share a testimony that is needed that day for one person or many people.

Translate:     

But we can also walk in the spirit at work.  

Translate:     

The Bible tells us if we trust in the Lord with all our heart 

Translate:     

and lean not to our own understanding, that he will direct our path.  

Translate:     

Do you believe that God can direct your path?  

Translate:     

Let’s say you work in a factory and you have to travel from home to work every day.  

Translate:     

You may be able to travel more than one way.  

Translate:     

So one day you feel led to take a different route.  

Translate:     

If you are trusting in the Lord and leaning not on your own understanding, 

Translate:     

the promise is that he will direct your path.  

Translate:     

You may find that when you travel another street, you have a divine appointment.  

Translate:     

This is an event planned by God.  You meet this person who needs to hear the word of the Lord, 

Translate:     

a person who needs to be warmed by your smile and your greeting.  

Translate:     

God is that intimately involved with our lives.  

Translate:     

When we walk in the spirit, hearing the voice of God, 

Translate:     

and most importantly obeying the voice of God on a regular daily basis, 

Translate:     

then we can be labeled as a person with good sense.

Translate:     

There is no wiser way to walk than in communion and fellowship with the Father and the Son.  

Translate:     

How do we get there?  

Translate:     

We don’t wander from the teachings of Christ.  

Translate:     

We make the teachings of Christ the guidelines to our lives.  

Translate:     

Have you read Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in the last 6 months?  

Translate:     

If you don’t have access to a Bible, then listen to others read it in church or on the radio,  

Translate:     

and find out what is written there about Jesus. 

Translate:     

Have a good eternity, continuing in the teachings of Christ.  

Translate:     

It is the highway.  

Translate:     

It is a lovely way.  

Translate:     

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate:     

I pray that you have a blessed day.

Translate here:   
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