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Translate:  

We are pursuing the truth of the scriptures.  We are looking at Proverbs 13:21.  

Translate:  

It makes a statement that is exceedingly true.  

Translate:  

It says that misfortune pursues the sinner, but prosperity is the reward of the righteous.  

Translate:  

The New Living Testament says that blessings CHASE the righteous.  

Translate:  

We have already discussed this scripture, but we haven’t finished. 

Translate:  

We haven’t gotten to where the Spirit of the Lord is trying to take us. 

Translate:  

 You see, misfortune pursues the sinner, and blessings pursue the righteous.  

Translate:  

Prosperity pursues the righteous.  Misfortune pursues the sinner.  

Translate:  

A sinner is someone who is given to wrong-doing.  

Translate:  

We make a distinction between those who are saved and those who are not saved, 

Translate:  

those who are wrong-doers and those who are right-doers.  

Translate:  

Not being saved is a terrible thing.  

Translate:  

The end of not being saved is eternal damnation and destruction.  

Translate:  

Not being saved is a life apart from God.  

Translate:  

It is a life where you don’t have anyone to really lean on.  

Translate:  

But there is only one thing that I can think of that is worse than not being saved.  

Translate:  

And that is thinking you are saved when you are not saved.  

Translate:  

Let me say that again. 

Translate:  

There is only one thing that I can think of that is worse than not being saved.  

Translate:  

And that is thinking you are saved when in fact you are not saved at all.  

Translate:  

In that case you have embraced a lie concerning the truth.  

Translate:  

You assume you are rescued but you are still lost. 

Translate:  

You may be in that unfortunate predicament.

Translate:  

 You may be telling people that you are a Christian when you are not.  

Translate:  

In that case you would still be a sinner and misfortune would pursue you.

Translate:  

We know that many troubles fall to the righteous person, 

Translate:  

but Psalm 34 tells us that the Lord delivers him from them all.  

Translate:  

The righteous man falls 7 times and gets up again, but not the sinner. 

Translate:  

I am not saying that being a Christian is going to protect you or keep you from difficulty.  

Translate:  

In fact, difficulties make a person stronger in his faith.  

Translate:  

The scripture tells us to embrace difficulty.  

Translate:  

But ultimately, goodness and mercy follow the Christian.  

Translate:  

David said in Psalm 23, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life 

Translate:  

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

Translate:  

He says, “My cup overflows.”

Translate:  

Because difficulty is built into the life of a Christian for perfecting his faith, 

Translate:  

it appears that goodness and mercy are not following closely behind.  

Translate:  

We want them to stay very close and catch up with us often. 

Translate:  

They may not catch up with us all the time, but they are always there following.  

Translate:  

I have the assurance as a Christian that “All things happen for good to them that love the Lord 

Translate:  

and are called according to his purpose,” as it says in Romans chapter 8.  

Translate:  

All the difficulties in my life are not against me, but for me.  

Translate:  

They will strengthen me and build me and encourage me.  We have that assurance.

Translate:  

The sinner doesn’t have that assurance because evil or misfortune pursues sinners.  

Translate:  

Trouble chases sinners.  It is woven into their lives, 

Translate:  

but blessings chase the righteous. 

Translate:  

Praise the Lord.  Let’s go back to Jeremiah again. 

Translate:  

Scripture is worth rereading many times.  

Translate:  

In Jeremiah chapter 17, he tells us, “This is what the Lord says, 

Translate:  

cursed are those who trust in mere humans and turn their heart away from the Lord.”  

Translate:  

That includes those who trust in the preacher, 

Translate:  

those who trust in their mother or father, 

Translate:  

those who trust in their Christian friends.  

Translate:  

It says, “Cursed are those who trust in mere humans and turn their heart away from the Lord.”

Translate:  

I am not saying that the preacher, the family and Christian friends give poor advice.

Translate:  

But I am saying that it is wrong to trust them and turn away from the Lord.  

Translate:  

Next it is going to tell us that our trust should be in the Lord, 

Translate:  

and that blessed are those who trust in the Lord. 

Translate:  

But first let’s look at the curse upon those who trust in mere man.  

Translate:  

It says they are like a stunted shrub in the desert with no hope for the future.  

Translate:  

They will live in the barren wilderness on salty flats where no one lives.  

Translate:  

This trust in mere man includes those of us who are relying on our own ability to take care of our own problems ourselves.  

Translate:  

How do we know if we are real Christians or not?  

Translate:  

To answer that question, answer this question.  

Translate:  

Where did you go the last time you had difficulty?  

Translate:  

Did you go to the government, the fortune teller, the lottery seller.  

Translate:  

Did you hope that a lottery ticket would make you rich 

Translate:  

and you wouldn’t have to worry anymore?  

Translate:  

Did you look to some mere human to solve your problem?  

Translate:  

Or did you trust in the Lord. 

Translate:  

Was a prayer to the Lord the first thing you did?  

Translate:  

Did you cast your care on him because he cares for you?  

Translate:  

Did you fall into the arms of Jesus, 

Translate:  

and say “I am powerless to resolve this problem.  I can’t fix my problems.  They are too big. Help!”

Translate:  

King David said, “I cried unto the Lord with my voice, and he heard me from his holy hill.”  

Translate:  

Did you cry unto the Lord?  Did you trust the Lord?  

Translate:  

Or instead, did you grit your teeth and say I am going to handle this.  

Translate:  

I have been through hard times before, and I can do it again. 

Translate:  

Are you trusting in another, or are you trusting in the Lord today?  

Translate:  

Jeremiah says, “Blessed are those who trust in the Lord.” 

Translate:  

BLESSED are those who trust in the Lord.  

Translate:  

Lord, I trust you for all my situations and all my needs.  Alleluia!  

Translate:  

I rest in God.  I rejoice in God, my Savior.  

Translate:  

“Blessed are those who trust in the Lord and have made the Lord their hope and confidence.” 

Translate:  

I don’t hope good things are going to happen just because I am an optimist,  

Translate:  

I hope in the Lord because surely the Lord is my Redeemer, 

Translate:  

and He can bring life out of death in ways that we never dreamed of.  

Translate:  

He can fix anything that is broken.

Translate:  

But often he won’t tell how he will do it because he wants us to trust him. 

Translate:  

“Those who trust in the Lord are like trees planted by the riverbank with roots that reach deep into the water.  

Translate:  

Such trees are not bothered by heat or worried by long months of drought.”  

Translate:  

It says they are not worried.  Are you worried?  

Translate:  

Do you live a life of worry?  

Translate:  

The degree to which you worry is the degree to which you are living outside of the Kingdom of God.

Translate:  

Psalm 112 says, “The man of God or the woman of God that loves God’s word and obeys it, …

Translate:  

they are not shaken when they hear bad news, 

Translate:  

because they convinced in their hearts that Jehovah God is able to take care of them.“

Translate:  

It is so easy to worry because the world worries.

Translate:  

The news and media always give us lots of bad news.

Translate:  

Someone killed someone.  Someone stole from a business.

Translate:  

There is war.  There are car accidents, and on and on. 

Translate:  

We are also programmed even as children to try to fix bad situations.

Translate:  

We should fix some things, such as apologizing to a friend for being angry at him.

Translate:  

That could restore a friendship. Yet God is in control of that too.

Translate:  

God is the One who gives us friends, and He can take them away as well.

Translate:  

Here is another manner of thinking that we learned from childhood.

Translate:  

We can read many, many children’s books that encouraged us to trust ourselves.

Translate:  

Typical children stories have a simple story line where the main character gets into trouble.

Translate:  

Or the main character gets into great danger.

Translate:  

How can that character solve the problem?

Translate:  

The character has some great idea and that idea works and everyone is happy in the end.

Translate:  

Sometimes the circumstances change unexpectedly in the story so that everyone is happy.

Translate:  

God, of course, is never mentioned as the source of these ideas.

Translate:  

He is never mentioned as the One who controls the circumstances.

Translate:  

So even as children we are wrongly instructed from children’s books, unless they are Christian books.

Translate:  

Children’s Christian books tell us stories differently.

Translate:  

Those stories could be about Bible characters, like Daniel or David who trusted God.

Translate:  

Those stories could be about young people who called on God in times of trouble.

Translate:  

We need to tell our children Christian stories so that they will trust God from childhood.

Translate:  

So I am not worried by bad circumstances or bad news.  

Translate:  

I am not worried by my mistakes, because God is a redeemer.  

Translate:  

He can fix my mistakes.  We are called to live a life free from worry.  

Translate:  

Is your life filled with worry?  You are not experiencing salvation if you are.  

Translate:  

Salvation is having confidence and hope in the Lord,

Translate:  

especially when you can not see any possible way to fix the problem.  

Translate:  

Jeremiah says, Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, 

Translate:  

and have made the Lord their hope and confidence.  

Translate:  

They are like trees planted along the riverbank with roots that reach deep into the water.  

Translate:  

Such trees are not bothered by heat or worried by long months of drought.  

Translate:  

LONG months of drought.  

Translate:  

That means that some of those troubles, that come to us to build us and to strengthen us as Christians, occur over long months.

Translate:  

Sometimes we face difficulties over long periods of time, 

Translate:  

but those trees planted by the Lord are not bothered by the long months of drought.  

Translate:  

They are not bothered.  Their leaves stay green.  

Translate:  

They go right on producing delicious fruit.  The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, and peace.  

Translate:  

We are anchored in the cross.  We are living behind the veil.  

Translate:  

If we are seated with Christ in heavenly places, 

Translate:  

if we are resting in the everlasting arms of Jesus, we have green leaves and delicious fruit.  Alleluia!

Translate:  

But something stands in the way.  

Translate:  

Jeremiah goes on to say, “The human heart is deceitfully wicked above all things. 

Translate:  

Who really knows how bad it is?” 

Translate:  

All of these issues regarding our righteousness and our salvation ultimately are tied to our heart.  

Translate:  

David said, “My heart is fixed.” 
Translate:  

And he also says, “Blessed is the man whose sins are forgiven.”  

Translate:  

My heart is fixed.  Is your heart fixed today?  

Translate:  

Are you living with a heart filled with worry? Are you living a life pursued by trouble?  

Translate:  

Are you falling down and NOT getting up again?  Is worry your bedfellow?  

Translate:  

Do you wake up in the morning with worry?  

Translate:  

If this is you, then possibly you are not saved.  

Translate:  

Possibly you need to fall into the ever-loving arms of Jesus.  

Translate:  

We are not going to stop here on this subject.  We are going to continue with this.  

Translate:  

Be with us tomorrow as we pursue this subject of real prosperity.  

Translate:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate:  

God bless you and have a great eternity.

Translate here:  
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:     http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

