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136 The Right Way 2 Monday

TRANSLATE: 

Last week we began looking at a scripture that I think is very troubling. 

TRANSLATE: 

At least I hope you find it to be troubling.  

TRANSLATE: 

I want you to be troubled regarding this scripture, 

TRANSLATE: 

because our understanding of this scripture can have eternal consequences.  

TRANSLATE: 

Listen to Proverbs 14:12.  It tells us, 

TRANSLATE: 

“There is a way which seemeth right to a man but the end thereof are the ways of death.” 

TRANSLATE: 

Now this scripture was so important 

TRANSLATE: 

that Solomon had it reported a second time in writing the book of Proverbs. 

TRANSLATE: 

The exact same verse is found again in chapter 16.  

TRANSLATE: 

As you know in our study of Proverbs, we are in chapter 14, 

TRANSLATE: 

but listen to chapter 16 verse 25, 

TRANSLATE: 

”There is a way that seemeth right unto a man but the end thereof are the ways of death.”  

TRANSLATE: 

There is a way that seems right, but it is not right.  

TRANSLATE: 

This is a serious problem because some of us think we are okay when we are not okay.  

TRANSLATE: 

Several weeks ago, we talked about being lost, 

TRANSLATE: 

that is being separated from God or not being saved, 

TRANSLATE: 

and we said that there is only one thing worse than being lost,

TRANSLATE: 

is being lost when you think that you are not lost.  

TRANSLATE: 

It is living a life thinking that you are going to heaven when you are not actually going to heaven.  

TRANSLATE: 

Wouldn’t that be terrible to find ourselves walking in a way that we think is right, 

TRANSLATE: 

 but when it is all over with and we stand before the gates of heaven, 

TRANSLATE: 

we hear the words “Depart from me, you workers of iniquity.  I know you not.”  

TRANSLATE: 

Wouldn’t that be a terrible thing because all along you thought that you were walking in the right way?” 

TRANSLATE: 

We could be fooling ourselves.   

TRANSLATE: 

Now just to complicate this problem… it tells us something else in Proverbs 21 verse 2. 

TRANSLATE: 

“Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, 

TRANSLATE: 

but the Lord ponders the hearts.”  
TRANSLATE: 

You see it is our natural tendency to defend ourselves. 

TRANSLATE: 

We want to believe what we are doing is all right.

TRANSLATE: 

We can usually think of something that’s good about whatever we are doing.

TRANSLATE: 

But the Lord isn’t convinced! 

TRANSLATE: 

The book of Proverbs in chapter 21 verse 2 says this: 

TRANSLATE: 

“We simply believe that what we are doing is right, because every way seems right unto a man.”  

TRANSLATE: 

 In every thing, a man or woman can justify their actions.  

TRANSLATE: 

We naturally say to our selves that we are doing the right thing under the circumstances.

TRANSLATE: 

“I badly needed the extra money, so I cheated a little.”

TRANSLATE: 

“I got furiously angry at my husband, but he started the argument.”

TRANSLATE: 

“I wish I had more time for others, but I have too many things I need to do.”  

TRANSLATE: 

But the Bible tells us that there is a way that seems right to a man, but the end thereof is death. 

TRANSLATE: 

Let’s look at this in the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

TRANSLATE: 

In Matthew chapter 7 verses 13 through 14, hear the word of the Lord.  Jesus is speaking.  

TRANSLATE: 

He says, “Enter in at the straight gate, 

TRANSLATE: 

for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, 

TRANSLATE: 

and many go in that way.  

TRANSLATE: 

But straight is the gate and narrow is the way which leads to life, and few find it.”  

TRANSLATE: 

Jesus is talking about the way we live our lives.  

TRANSLATE: 

Actually he is talking about 2 ways.  

TRANSLATE: 

He is talking about a wide way and a narrow way.  

TRANSLATE: 

He is talking about a wide gate or a broad way where most people go. 

TRANSLATE: 

He is talking about a narrow gate or a narrow way, where few people go. 

TRANSLATE: 

He says most people find that broad gate.  

TRANSLATE: 

It is so easy to see it and to go that way.

TRANSLATE: 

That’s why it is such a busy road!

TRANSLATE: 

Many assume it must be a good road because so many are traveling on it.

TRANSLATE: 

but narrow is the gate, straight is the way that leads to eternal life …and few find it.  

TRANSLATE: 

Well, if this is true, then what we find in Proverbs chapter 14 verse 12 is very frightening 

TRANSLATE: 

because there is a way that seems right unto a man, but the end thereof is the way of death. 

TRANSLATE: 

And every man’s ways seem clean in his own eyes. 

TRANSLATE: 

So according to what we read in Matthew, many people are walking on that wide way thinking they are okay. 

TRANSLATE: 

They are going the easy way.  They think they are okay, 

TRANSLATE: 

but that way according to the word of the Lord is the way of destruction.  

TRANSLATE: 

It’s the way of death, but there is a way of life.  

TRANSLATE: 

As a matter of fact, in the book of Acts, the Apostle Paul talked about a literal death.  

TRANSLATE: 

He referred to it in chapter 25 verse 3 saying that some wanted to kill him, 

TRANSLATE: 

 and they wanted to “wait in the way to kill him.”  

TRANSLATE: 

But several references in Acts speak of good “ways”

TRANSLATE: 

In chapter 18, Apollo explains to Aquila and Priscilla “the way of God more perfectly.”

TRANSLATE: 

In chapter 22, speaks of “having more perfect knowledge of that way”  

TRANSLATE: 

And again in chapter 26, “I saw in the way, a light from heaven.”

TRANSLATE: 

In this case, Paul tells of his conversion to God.

TRANSLATE: 

Paul walked on a different path after experience.

TRANSLATE: 

He chose the way that leads to life, not death.

TRANSLATE: 

He had actually been killing Christians, which was truly the way of death.

TRANSLATE: 

Then he began preaching salvation through Jesus Christ, which is the ultimate path of life. 

 TRANSLATE: 

Are you in the way of truth?  Are you in the way of Jesus?  

TRANSLATE: 

Are you walking the straight way, the narrow way?  

TRANSLATE: 

Or are you walking the broad way, that leads to destruction?  

TRANSLATE: 

This idea about the way is talked about a lot in the book of Proverbs.  

TRANSLATE: 

Let’s just look at a few other verses about the way in the book of Proverbs.  

TRANSLATE: 

In Proverbs chapter 2:8.  “ Jesus will preserve your way.”  

TRANSLATE: 

If you get in that way, if you get in that narrow way, Jesus will preserve it.  

TRANSLATE: 

 He’ll keep you in the way.  

TRANSLATE: 

Proverbs 4:11 says, “I have taught you in the way of wisdom. I have led thee in the right path.”  

TRANSLATE: 

So this right way, this narrow way, according to the book of Proverbs chapter 4 is known as the WAY OF WISDOM.  

TRANSLATE: 

Are you walking in the way of wisdom today?  

TRANSLATE: 

We need to answer this question honestly because every way is clean in our own eyes. 

TRANSLATE: 

We need to evaluate our ways, and maybe we need to correct our ways.  

TRANSLATE: 

We need to be hearing from God.  We need to be having him correct us all the time.  

TRANSLATE: 

Proverbs 6:23 says that “reproofs of instruction are the way of life.”.  

TRANSLATE: 

T

TRANSLATE: 

 What a wonderful thing.  

TRANSLATE: 

Proverbs 8:20 says this of wisdom,  

TRANSLATE: 

“I lead in the way of righteousness, and in the midst of the path of judgment.”  

TRANSLATE: 

There is a way of righteousness that’s referred to here in the Bible.  

TRANSLATE: 

Now there is a way which seems right to a man but the end thereof is death, 

TRANSLATE: 

but there is a way of righteousness, and we need to walk in that way of righteousness.  

TRANSLATE: 

How do we know we are in the way of righteousness?  You need to be in the way of wisdom.  

TRANSLATE: 

We need to have knowledge of God.  

TRANSLATE: 

We need to know God’s ways in order to walk in the way of righteousness.  
TRANSLATE: 

Proverbs 9:6 says,  “Forsake the foolish way and live in the way of understanding.”  

TRANSLATE: 

The foolish way is the way of ignorance.  

TRANSLATE: 

The way of understanding is the way of diligence, a seeking out the matter.  

TRANSLATE: 

I want to KNOW.  I want to KNOW whether or not I am walking in the right way.  

TRANSLATE: 

How am I going to find out?  

TRANSLATE: 

I am going to dig in the Word of God.  

TRANSLATE: 

I am going to seek the face of God.  

TRANSLATE: 

I am going to ask God to reveal to me what “thus saith the Lord” on these pages of this book.  

TRANSLATE: 

I want to walk in the way of understanding.  I want to keep instruction.  

TRANSLATE: 

In Proverbs 10:17 it says, “He is in the way that keeps instruction.” 

TRANSLATE: 

Ha, there  is a way of life.  There is a way of righteousness.  There is a way of truth.  

TRANSLATE: 

Jesus said that he was the Way, the Truth and the Life, 

TRANSLATE: 

and it tells us in Proverbs 14:7, that “He that keeps instruction is in the way.” 

TRANSLATE: 

That means he does the things that the Bible tells him to do, 

TRANSLATE: 

He that obeys the Word of God, is in the way of life.  

TRANSLATE: 

Proverbs 12:15 says, “The way of the fool is right in his own eyes.”  

TRANSLATE: 

Ha! It sounds just like Proverbs 21:2 where it says every way of a man is right in his own eyes. 

TRANSLATE: 

I want to repeat  Proverbs 12:15: “The way of the fool is right in his own eyes.”  

TRANSLATE: 

We think we are doing the right thing.  

TRANSLATE: 

Every way is right in our eyes.  We don’t condemn ourselves.  We don’t criticize ourselves.  

TRANSLATE: 

We just go on saying, “Heh, it’s okay.  I am doing the right thing.”  

TRANSLATE: 

But the Spirit of the Lord says there is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is death.  

TRANSLATE: 

Proverbs 12:28 tells us, “In the way of righteousness, there is life, 

TRANSLATE: 

and in that pathway there is no death.”  

TRANSLATE: 

We need to find this way of righteousness.  

TRANSLATE: 

We need to NOT walk in our own way, but walk in God’s way, 

TRANSLATE: 

because there is a way that seems right unto a man, but the end thereof is death.  

TRANSLATE: 

 Now we have covered a lot of scripture here today, 

TRANSLATE: 

and we are going to continue to talk about the way of life, the way of righteousness.  

TRANSLATE: 

I want to lay the ground work here 

TRANSLATE: 

to say that it just could be that you are not walking in the way of life, when you think you are, 

TRANSLATE: 

because the Bible tells us, that there is a way that seems right, but the end thereof is death.  

TRANSLATE: 

So we are going to endeavor in the next day or two to study the way of God,  

TRANSLATE: 

so that we may find the way of life, the pathway of life.  

TRANSLATE: 

I pray that you’ll stay with us, that you will listen to us next time.  

TRANSLATE: 

This is A PROVERB A DAY. This is Brother Stephen Keel, 

TRANSLATE: 

and it is my desire to lead you into the pathways of righteousness, into the very ways of life.  

TRANSLATE: 

God bless you and have a great day.
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