PAGE  
9
151 Crown of Wealth Monday, Week 31

Page 9 of 13

151 Crown of Wealth Monday, Week 31

TRANSLATE:  

Our proverb for today allows us to talk about wealth and riches.  

TRANSLATE:  

Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs 14:24. 

TRANSLATE:  

“The crown of the wise is their riches but the foolishness of fools is folly.” 

TRANSLATE:  

 The New Living Translation says, “Wealth is a crown for the wise; the effort of fools yields only folly.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, this strongly relates to verse 23 which we discussed yesterday 

TRANSLATE:  

where it says all hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.  

TRANSLATE:  

Isn’t it true that many people talk about doing things?  

TRANSLATE:  

They talk about their plans for earning money or building something, 

TRANSLATE:  

but there is a difference between talkers and doers.  

TRANSLATE:  

Talkers, many times, live in poverty. 

TRANSLATE:  

But those people who DO things frequently accomplish their plans 

TRANSLATE:  

and they are in harmony with 14:23 of Proverbs. 

TRANSLATE:  

 All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.  

TRANSLATE:  

As we have discussed riches in times past, we have been quick to point out

TRANSLATE:  

that the most important richness that we can achieve is richness toward God. 

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus clearly teaches in the sermon on the mount that we are not give thought for tomorrow

TRANSLATE:  

what we shall eat, or what we shall drink, or what we shall put on, 

TRANSLATE:  

but we are to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

TRANSLATE:  

and all of these other things will be supplied for us.  

TRANSLATE:  

Because of the way Jesus taught and the apostles taught, 

TRANSLATE:  

there is actually a seeming or apparent conflict 

TRANSLATE:  

between the teachings of the book of Proverbs and the teachings of Jesus in the Gospels,  

TRANSLATE:  

and we are going to look at them.   The conflict is this. 

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs tells us about actually accumulating wealth in the form of money, 

TRANSLATE:  

where as in the New Testament, the emphasis is on accumulating spiritual wealth, 

TRANSLATE:  

being wealthy toward God.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, I don’t believe that you have to choose one or the other. 

TRANSLATE:  

I believe that it is possible to accumulate both kinds of wealth. 

TRANSLATE:  

The Bible tells us that wealth is a crown for the wise.  

TRANSLATE:  

When we began this study many months ago, and we were in Proverbs chapter 3, 

TRANSLATE:  

we talked about the benefits of riches, 

TRANSLATE:  

and there it says about wisdom, that length of days is in her right hand,
TRANSLATE:  

and in her left hand, riches and honor.  

TRANSLATE:  

And in Proverbs chapter 8, which we have already studied:  

TRANSLATE:  

it says, “Riches and honor are with me.”  That is, me, wisdom; “yes, durable riches, and righteousness.” 

TRANSLATE:  

Now in times past we have always translated that riches meant richness toward God, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we do not want to eliminate that at all, 

TRANSLATE:  

but let’s clearly understand that if you follow the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

and you work hard, you may very well come into money.  

TRANSLATE:  

Money or wealth is a crown for the wise.  

TRANSLATE:  

“A gracious woman retains honor and strong men retain riches.”  

TRANSLATE:  

This is found in Proverbs chapter 11 verse 16l

TRANSLATE:  

that a gracious woman retains honor and strong men retain riches.  

TRANSLATE:  

Strong men can grow monetarily.  They can gain riches, but let’s learn wisdom.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s learn to be wise.  Let’s be wise about this subject of riches.  

TRANSLATE:  

Unfortunately many of us are set about to build our own kingdom.  

TRANSLATE:  

Many of us spend more time thinking about our personal bank account, 

TRANSLATE:  

than we spend thinking about our heavenly bank account, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the Lord tells us clearly that we are to lay up treasures in heaven where no moth can eat it, 

TRANSLATE:  

and rust can’t cause it to decay, and no thief can steal it.  

TRANSLATE:  

Our riches and treasures that are laid up in heaven are fully protected.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now the book of Proverbs does correct us. 

TRANSLATE:  

Again in chapter 11 verse 28, it says that he that trusts in his riches shall fall, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the righteous shall flourish as a branch.  

TRANSLATE:  

He that trusts in his riches shall fall.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well this depends, of course, on which riches that you are trusting in.  

TRANSLATE:  

I think clearly here it is telling us if you are relying on your bank account, 

TRANSLATE:  

if you are relying on the land that you own and the cars that you drive….

TRANSLATE:  

in other words, the riches of this world, then you shall surely fall.  

TRANSLATE:  

He that trusts in his riches shall fall, but it tells us the righteous shall flourish as a branch.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 22 tells us, “A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, 

TRANSLATE:  

and loving favor rather than silver and gold.”  

TRANSLATE:  

That statement is not hard to understand.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is telling us simply. If you have to choose between silver and gold, 

TRANSLATE:  

if you have to choose between having money invested in stocks and real estate 

TRANSLATE:  

and all of the things that are associated with worldly wealth, 

TRANSLATE:  

if you have to choose between that and a good name, choose a good name.  

TRANSLATE:  

You know, it is possible to have a bad name and have riches.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you have to choose, choose the good name.  

TRANSLATE:  

Wealth, though, is a crown for the wise.  

TRANSLATE:  

The wise person that has chosen a good name should not be surprised if his income increases. 

TRANSLATE:  

He should not be surprised if the things that he owns increase, 

TRANSLATE:  

because a good name is so precious today, especially in the business world.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is so precious to have a good name.  

TRANSLATE:  

When people say,  “yes, I like to do business with him.  

TRANSLATE:  

He always does what he says he is going to do.  He has a good name.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The man with the good name, like the man that is wise, will in fact grow in wealth.  

TRANSLATE:  

But if you have to choose between a good name and riches, 

TRANSLATE:  

the scripture clearly teaches us that a good name is rather to be chosen than great riches.  

TRANSLATE:  

But again in Proverbs 22 verse 4, it tells us 

TRANSLATE:  

 that by humility and the fear of the Lord, are riches and honor and life.  

TRANSLATE:  

What this is telling us is that by humility in the fear of the Lord, there are riches,

TRANSLATE:  

and I don’t believe that it is restricted to mere richness toward God.  

TRANSLATE:  

I believe that also includes worldly riches.  Riches in the world are not a sin.  

TRANSLATE:  

They are not something we are to forsake.  

TRANSLATE:  

If riches increase, just don’t set your heart on them.  

TRANSLATE:  

That is the teaching of the scripture.  

TRANSLATE:  

If they increase, simply do not set your heart on them.  

TRANSLATE:  

Your heart is set on the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

I really believe that Proverbs chapter 30 gives us perhaps one of the best instructions regarding wisdom.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now as you know Solomon wrote many of these Proverbs, 

TRANSLATE:  

and Solomon when confronted in a dream by God asked him what he would want, 

TRANSLATE:  

 he asked for wisdom.  

TRANSLATE:  

He asked for wisdom to rule his people, and the Lord in the dream told him this:

TRANSLATE:  

“Because you have asked for wisdom, I am going to give it to you, 

TRANSLATE:  

but not only am I going to give you wisdom, 

TRANSLATE:  

but I am going to make you the richest man on the face of the earth.”  

TRANSLATE:  

I personally believe that Solomon had some difficulty being the richest man on the face of the earth, 

TRANSLATE:  

because he took some of his money, and he used it to build temples to foreign gods 

TRANSLATE:  

so that his foreign wives could worship in them.  

TRANSLATE:  

It has often been a little bit of a problem for me to understand this….

TRANSLATE:  

how the wisest man in the world could make such a mistake 

TRANSLATE:  

as to go about building temples for foreign gods for his foreign wives to worship in.

TRANSLATE:  

Even his son Rehoboam who ruled after him was not wise.

TRANSLATE:  

He chose to require heavy taxes and other burdens of the people.

TRANSLATE:  

And because of it, the nation Israel split into 2 nations. 

TRANSLATE:  

Most of the people did not want this unwise son to rule them.  

TRANSLATE:  

but I believe that the Lord has shown me the reason that Solomon failed in some ways: 

TRANSLATE:  

The reason is that Solomon didn’t ask for wide-ranged wisdom, that is, general wisdom.  

TRANSLATE:  

He asked for specific wisdom.  

TRANSLATE:  

He asked for wisdom in ruling the people, so evidently he was a wise ruler, 

TRANSLATE:  

but he lacked wisdom in other areas of his life, his personal life especially.  

TRANSLATE:  

In the writing of Proverbs in chapter 30, I think he got his feet on the ground.  

TRANSLATE:  

He talked good sense. Listen to the word of the Lord from Proverbs chapter 30 verse 8.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “Remove far from me vanity and lies,” and this is the part I want you to hear.  

TRANSLATE:  

Listen carefully.  “Give me neither poverty nor riches.  

TRANSLATE:  

Feed me with food convenient or necessary for me.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now it goes on and tells us the reason he doesn’t want poverty.   

TRANSLATE:  

The reason is it may cause him to steal, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he doesn’t want to steal. That would be wrong.

TRANSLATE:  

And the reason he doesn’t want riches is because it could cause his heart to be lifted up.

TRANSLATE:  

That would be pride and he would forget God.  

TRANSLATE:  

So in great wisdom, the writer of Proverbs says,

TRANSLATE:  

“Give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me food that is convenient for me.” 

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord’s prayer says, “Give us this day our daily bread.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Isn’t that what Jesus suggested that we ask for?  

TRANSLATE:  

He shall supply all of our needs according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  

We should be totally comfortable in asking for our needs to be supplied.  

TRANSLATE:  

But there is great wisdom here.… 

TRANSLATE:  

Give me neither poverty nor riches, that I not be so poor that I steal 

TRANSLATE:  

or so rich that my heart be lifted up, and I become overly confident in myself, 

TRANSLATE:  

and become like those in Proverbs 11:28 who trust in their riches.  

TRANSLATE:  

We don’t want to trust in our riches.  We want to trust in the living God.  

TRANSLATE:  

Praise the Lord.  Well, if riches increase, don’t set your affection on them.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s be obedient to Jesus’s teaching and lay up treasures in heaven where moth can not eat nor rust, decay.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that this has been an instructive time, that we have learned something profitable today.  

TRANSLATE:  

May God bless you as you walk in the understanding of true riches.
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