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TRANSLATE:   

I spent a considerable amount of time thinking about the verse that we are looking at.  

TRANSLATE:   

Proverbs 14:25 tells us that a true witness delivers souls, but a deceitful witness speaks lies.  

TRANSLATE:   

A truthful witness saves lives it says, but a false witness is deceitful.  

TRANSLATE:   

A true witness delivers souls.  Now there are 2 parts to that phrase.  

TRANSLATE:   

There’s the true witness, and then there is the deliverance of souls.  

TRANSLATE:   

Let’s talk about delivering souls for minute.  

TRANSLATE:   

Many people about us truly need deliverance.  

TRANSLATE:   

Jesus came to save, to heal and to deliver.  

TRANSLATE:   

Many people, who didn’t know God, were brought to Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:   

People who were sick were made well. 

TRANSLATE:   

And then there were a people that were bound up with evil controlling their lives, 

TRANSLATE:   

where they simply weren’t free, and Jesus delivered them.  

TRANSLATE:   

Jesus ministered to these people.  

TRANSLATE:   

He was a true witness.

TRANSLATE:   

Now let’s look in the book of Revelation 19:12 where it speaks about him as a rider on a horse, 

TRANSLATE:   

It says, “and his name was Faithful and True, 

TRANSLATE:   

and in verse 16, “on his garment was written the name King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”  

TRANSLATE:   

That picture in Revelation stirs me.  

TRANSLATE:   

I get excited to see that picture of the Lord Jesus

TRANSLATE:   

at the Head of the armies of the Hosts of heavens.  

TRANSLATE:   

Let me read a little more to you to see a better picture.

TRANSLATE:   

In verse 12 it says, “In his eyes were a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns, 

TRANSLATE:   

and he had a name written that no man knew, but he himself.

TRANSLATE:   

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood, 

TRANSLATE:   

and his name is called “The Word of God.”  

TRANSLATE:   

And the armies in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  

TRANSLATE:   

And out of his mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations, 

TRANSLATE:   

and he shall rule them with a rod of iron.”

TRANSLATE:   

But this word comes back to us.  A true witness delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:   

Jesus was a true witness, but we too are to be witnesses. 

TRANSLATE:   

You are witnesses it tells us in Isaiah chapter 40.

TRANSLATE:   

In verse 9, Zion and Jerusalem are a type of the church, 

TRANSLATE:   

And they were told that they bring good tidings. 

TRANSLATE:   

And that they were to lift up their voices and say “Behold your God” to the cities of Judea.

TRANSLATE:   

They were instructed by God through the prophet Isaiah to be true witnesses. 

TRANSLATE:   

But this word witness isn’t limited to only a group of people living long ago.  

TRANSLATE:   

 I believe it applies to the whole of the body of Christ.  

TRANSLATE:   

You are witnesses whether you know it or not.  

TRANSLATE:   

Now either you are a true witness, or you are a deceitful witness.  

TRANSLATE:   

A true witness delivers souls.  I go back to the picture of the courtroom.  

TRANSLATE:   

A true witness, if they have a good report and share it, prevents somebody from going to jail, 

TRANSLATE:   

or being convicted of a crime, that they are not guilty of, 

TRANSLATE:   

but a deceitful witness can cause a person to suffer greatly 

TRANSLATE:   

as the result of their lies, as the result of their misrepresenting the facts.  

TRANSLATE:   

Now it is interesting that we have a jury system and the judges.

TRANSLATE:   

And it’s the responsibility of the jury to determine whether or not a witness is true.  

TRANSLATE:   

If it was an obvious case, where the witness would stand up 

TRANSLATE:   

and say he didn’t do it, and the jury would say thank you,

TRANSLATE:   

and they would find him not guilty, the trail would be all over with,

TRANSLATE:   

and there wouldn’t be any need for the jury to investigate further 

TRANSLATE:   

or to consider further whether or not the witness was a true witness. 

TRANSLATE:   

But it’s clear that even when we think we see something, 

TRANSLATE:   

we may or may not have seen the right thing.  

TRANSLATE:   

Let’s consider further this thought:  the witness on the witness stand in the courtroom.  

TRANSLATE:   

It’s true that when an event occurs and 3 different people see it.  

TRANSLATE:   

They see it through their own vantage point or their own way of looking at things. 

TRANSLATE:   

 Now someone was a little further away than somebody else, 

TRANSLATE:   

they didn’t see everything that the person who was closer saw, 

TRANSLATE:   

and they could have been mistaken regarding what they saw.  

TRANSLATE:   

So a very useful task is placed upon the jury 

TRANSLATE:   

to decide whether or not the witness is being a true witness, 

TRANSLATE:   

or the witness is simply telling what he thinks that he saw, 

TRANSLATE:   

or whether or not, in fact, the witness is a deceitful witness.  

TRANSLATE:   

Well in our case as representatives of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

TRANSLATE:   

I pray that we don’t have any deceitful witnesses among us.  

TRANSLATE:   

The Bible does tell us that there are false prophets.  

TRANSLATE:   

There are deceitful witnesses that go out and make a lot of money, 

TRANSLATE:   

and they are willing to stand up and say anything and do anything in the name of Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:   

but I believe that that’s relatively uncommon among the majority of church members.  

TRANSLATE:   

Very few church members could gain anything by being a deceitful witness regarding Jesus Christ, 

TRANSLATE:   

but how many of us are sharing a gospel or encouraging people regarding a Christian experience?…. 

TRANSLATE:   

who maybe haven’t seen Jesus as clearly as they could have or should have, 

TRANSLATE:   

and that perhaps what they are offering to the world is less than a true witness? 

TRANSLATE:   

Let’s go back to the situation that we discussed yesterday. 

TRANSLATE:   

 I am going to go back to Peter.  Now Peter was an Apostle.  

TRANSLATE:   

Peter was the very man to whom Jesus said I give you the keys to the Kingdom, 

TRANSLATE:   

but Peter was influenced by nothing less than pressure from others. 

TRANSLATE:   

The people that he associated with, influenced him.  

TRANSLATE:   

Now they were called the group of the circumcision.  

TRANSLATE:   

This requires a little bit of background and a little bit of understanding.  

TRANSLATE:   

The reference comes from Galatians chapter 2 and looking at verse 12. 

TRANSLATE:   

“When they arrived,” it tells us, “before certain men came from James, 

TRANSLATE:   

Peter used to eat with the gentiles, 

TRANSLATE:   

but when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the gentiles 

TRANSLATE:   

because he was afraid of those that belonged to the circumcision group. 

TRANSLATE:   

Who is this circumcision group? 

TRANSLATE:   

What’s the back ground regarding this ?  

TRANSLATE:   

How did Peter make a mistake?  Why did Paul challenge him?  

TRANSLATE:   

Why did Paul have to oppose him to his face as it tells us in Galatians chapter 2 verse 11.  

TRANSLATE:   

Well the circumcision group were people who thought that you could not be saved unless you were circumcised.  

TRANSLATE:   

They were Christians, but they had read what it says in the Old Testament, 

TRANSLATE:   

about God’s covenant with Abraham.  

TRANSLATE:   

God basically told Abraham that he was going to bless him, 

TRANSLATE:   

but that Abraham had a responsibility to receive this blessing.  

TRANSLATE:   

Abraham needed to be circumcised 

TRANSLATE:   

and he needed for all the males in his household to be circumcised.  

TRANSLATE:   

Well, circumcision became the mark of the Jewish people.  

TRANSLATE:   

How you knew whether or not you were a gentile or a Jew, 

TRANSLATE:   

was whether or not you had followed through on God’s instruction regarding circumcision. 

TRANSLATE:   

Well, along came Jesus 2000 years after Abraham preaching grace and truth, 

TRANSLATE:   

and then Paul had the understanding that circumcision was not necessary for salvation. 

TRANSLATE:   

Paul understood that salvation came as a gift.  

TRANSLATE:   

It was by grace that we were saved through faith, not of works.  

TRANSLATE:   

And the work of circumcision did nothing to get people saved.  

TRANSLATE:   

Well, the circumcision group hadn’t fully comprehended the Revelation that Paul had on this subject, 

TRANSLATE:   

so when James and Jambres  came to visit the Galatians, Peter was there,

TRANSLATE:   

they were still part of the circumcision group.  

TRANSLATE:   

They hadn’t received the revelation yet, 

TRANSLATE:   

and Peter, although he knew that God had come to the uncircumcised as well as to the circumcised, 

TRANSLATE:   

he kind of backslide.  

TRANSLATE:   

He fell away from his personal understanding regarding this issue.  

TRANSLATE:   

You see, it was Peter who went to Cornelius’s house and preached the gospel to the gentiles, 

TRANSLATE:   

and before the members of the circumcision group came along, 

TRANSLATE:   

Peter was freely eating and associating with gentiles, 

TRANSLATE:   

but he allowed pressure from his religious tradition to keep him from doing what he knew was right, 

TRANSLATE:   

so Paul came along and opposed him to his face.  

TRANSLATE:   

Now the reason I am spending so much time on this subject is this:

TRANSLATE:   

if Peter could fall to peer pressure and stumble over religious tradition, 

TRANSLATE:   

then you could too, and I could too, 

TRANSLATE:   

and I’m relatively convinced that one of the reasons we are not delivering souls 

TRANSLATE:   

the way we might be delivering souls is because our witness has been tampered with.  

TRANSLATE:   

The report that we are giving, the story we are giving about Jesus 

TRANSLATE:   

has been influenced more by peer pressure and by religious tradition, 

TRANSLATE:   

than it has by the word of God itself.  

TRANSLATE:   

If we were moving in the word of God itself, 

TRANSLATE:   

I believe there would be a lot more deliverance.  

TRANSLATE:   

I believe there would be a lot more healing. 

TRANSLATE:   

I believe there would be a lot more salvation flowing. 

TRANSLATE:   

 I have to confess that I am really concerned about my witness, 

TRANSLATE:   

and I’m concerned about whether or not there is an out-flowing of deliverance.  

TRANSLATE:   

Is deliverance coming forth as a result of your Christianity, ….

TRANSLATE:   

as a result of your relationship with Christ?  

TRANSLATE:   

Proverbs 14:25 tells us: A true witness delivers souls, but a deceitful witness speaks lies. 

TRANSLATE:   

I believe we need to examine ourselves.  

TRANSLATE:   

We need to ask ourselves are we walking in the truth of the word of God 

TRANSLATE:   

or are we walking in the traditions of religion?  

TRANSLATE:   

Jesus tells us that by our traditions we have made vain the precepts of God.  

TRANSLATE:   

Pray for me.  Pray that I be bold enough to discuss some of these traditions.  

TRANSLATE:   

Pray that there will be grace to hear something that might be said about some of these traditions.  

TRANSLATE:   

Traditions are highly cherished.  

TRANSLATE:   

When someone starts challenging our traditions, sometimes we get upset, 

TRANSLATE:   

and I don’t want anybody to really become upset, but I do want them to be a true witness.  

TRANSLATE:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY. 

TRANSLATE:   

I pray that you will be meditating on this.  A true witness delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:   

Have a great day.  Go deliver a few souls.

TRANSLATE: 
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