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TRANSLATE:  

Some of the people listening to this program are probably old enough to remember 

TRANSLATE:  

what it was like when you had a long playing record, 

TRANSLATE:  

and there was a little glitch on the record, 

TRANSLATE:  

and it would get stuck on a particular phrase in a song.  

TRANSLATE:  

The song would be playing along fine, and all of a sudden 

TRANSLATE:  

it would go “tuh, da, tuh, da, tuh, da,” and then it would repeat, 

TRANSLATE:  

 “tuh, da, tuh, da, tuh, da,” and then it would repeat, 

TRANSLATE:  

 “tuh, da, tuh, da, tuh, da.”  Well, I kind of feel like I’m stuck on that record.  

TRANSLATE:  

I was playing the music of A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

We were playing this Learn to Be Wise song.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have been playing it for several months now, 

TRANSLATE:  

and then I got to Proverbs 14:25 

TRANSLATE:  

and it said that a truthful witness saves lives, 

TRANSLATE:  

and that’s been the place where the record’s been stuck. 

TRANSLATE:  

 I have been thinking about that for a month now.  

TRANSLATE:  

A truthful witness saves lives and delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:  

Delivers souls is what it says in the King James Version of the Bible.  

TRANSLATE:  

A truthful witness delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:  

And then that has forced me to examine myself.  

TRANSLATE:  

Am I a truthful witness?  Are souls being delivered?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are lives being saved?  It’s a challenge!  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s a serious challenge!  So I have looked at the word.  

TRANSLATE:  

 We’ve looked at the words on A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

You heard me say these things, but my record is stuck.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are going to go on to the next verse today,  

TRANSLATE:  

but we are going back to the last verse as well, 

TRANSLATE:  

because there is a great relationship between them.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now I don’t know what comes to your mind when the word witness comes to mind.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s become somewhat of a religious word.  

TRANSLATE:  

We know about the Jehovah’s Witnesses 

TRANSLATE:  

and how they go out and they knock on doors 

TRANSLATE:  

and they distribute the Watchtower magazine, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they consider themselves to be witnesses to Jehovah 

TRANSLATE:  

because of their witnessing activity, 

TRANSLATE:  

and if we listen to certain preachers or turn onto certain radio stations, 

TRANSLATE:  

we get the idea that that is what witnessing means.  

TRANSLATE:  

 There are Baptist churches that seek to witness by knocking on doors, 

TRANSLATE:  

seeing to it that every home in the community 

TRANSLATE:  

hears the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now I rejoice in that. 

TRANSLATE:  

I think it’s wonderful to be actively going forth and presenting the gospel, 

TRANSLATE:  

making certain that all of my neighbors know the truth about the Lord Jesus Christ, 

TRANSLATE:  

but Proverbs 14:26 is right next to 14:25, 

TRANSLATE:  

and there’s a clue in 26 regarding this true witness that delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:  

I am not going to keep you in suspense.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s go ahead and read it, and then we will make the connection.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us in Proverbs 14:26,  

TRANSLATE:  

“He who fears the Lord  has a secure fortress, 

TRANSLATE:  

and for his children, it will be a refuge.”  

TRANSLATE:  

A secure fortress!  What an interesting concept!  

TRANSLATE:  

Consider this.  Consider a neighborhood into which a hurricane has come, 

TRANSLATE:  

and most of the houses are built of flimsy materials 

TRANSLATE:  

and the contractors scrimped,

TRANSLATE:  

and tried to make extra profit by not putting the right materials in, 

TRANSLATE:  

and all of the houses blow down except one.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is a house that stands the force of the hurricane. 

TRANSLATE:  

That is a true witness of integrity.  

TRANSLATE:  

That is a true witness of a well-built house.  

TRANSLATE:  

Witnessing doesn’t consist merely of going out and knocking on doors. 

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 14:26 says, “He who fears the Lord has a secure fortress.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Are you living in a secure fortress today?  

TRANSLATE:  

Is your home a place of refuge for your children?  

TRANSLATE:  

Is your home standing firm in the midst of all of the fear? 

TRANSLATE:  

…and all of the worry and all of the sin that is out there today?  

TRANSLATE:  

If it is, then you are a true witness and you are delivering souls, saving lives. 
TRANSLATE:  

I think it’s not unusual that the first to get saved are your children.  

TRANSLATE:  

If your children aren’t getting saved, 

TRANSLATE:  

then there is a question about your fear of the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

Do you fear the Lord?  Have you feared the Lord?  

TRANSLATE:  

Have you separated yourself from sin?  

TRANSLATE:  

Have you drawn your children into fellowship with Jesus?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are you living in fellowship with Jesus?  

TRANSLATE:  

Do your children desire what you desire, 

TRANSLATE:  

or do they think that your religion is only a game.  

TRANSLATE:  

They think that your church going is a place you go 

TRANSLATE:  

because you haven’t got any place else to go, 

TRANSLATE:  

or do they know that you are deeply committed to the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, 

TRANSLATE:  

and that the rivers of pleasure in Christ Jesus been real in your life 

TRANSLATE:  

to attract your children to drink of the same fountain of life.  

TRANSLATE:  

A true witness saves lives and delivers souls, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he who fears the Lord has a secure fortress.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now I’m not bringing this forth to condemn anybody, 

TRANSLATE:  

but I am bringing it forth to make you hungry.  

TRANSLATE:  

I want to tell you that if you can be a true witness, 

TRANSLATE:  

not playing with false religion, or cultural religion, 

TRANSLATE:  

or just doing things by the traditions of men, 

TRANSLATE:  

but if you have caught onto true religion, 

TRANSLATE:  

you will not only deliver souls, 

TRANSLATE:  

but your home will be a secure fortress, 

TRANSLATE:  

and for your children it will be a refuge.  

TRANSLATE:  

The reference to the children leads me to the last book in the Old Testament 

TRANSLATE:  

because there’s a tremendous promise there about the Prophet Elijah and his preaching. 

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us, “I will send you the Prophet Elijah 

TRANSLATE:  

before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now listen to this:  “He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the hearts of the children to their fathers, 

TRANSLATE:  

or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.” 

TRANSLATE:  

I have seen that curse in our land today, 

TRANSLATE:  

in the homes where the father does not have a heart toward the children 

TRANSLATE:  

and the children do not have a heart toward the father.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is a curse being manifested.  It’s a curse of divorce.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s a curse of dropping out of school.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s a curse of aimless wondering, and seeking after sin rather 

TRANSLATE:  

than seeking after righteousness.  

TRANSLATE:  

The curse is here.  The curse is here. 

TRANSLATE:  

We have so many homes that don’t even have fathers in them.  

TRANSLATE:  

How can he turn the hearts of the fathers to the children 

TRANSLATE:  

….when the father is gone or the father is not known?  

TRANSLATE:  

But the promise of the scripture is that God will do it.  

TRANSLATE:  

He will turn, in righteousness, the hearts of the fathers to the children 

TRANSLATE:  

and the hearts of the children to the fathers, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he who fears the Lord has a secure fortress, 

TRANSLATE:  

and for his children, it will be a refuge.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now if you are a dad out there listening today, 

TRANSLATE:  

if you are a father listening today,

TRANSLATE:  

 then I want you to consider that this is a blueprint for your life.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is what God would produce in your life if you would walk in truth, 

TRANSLATE:  

which is the opposite of walking in the traditions of men, 

TRANSLATE:  

but walk in truth.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus is the Way, and the Truth and the Life.  

TRANSLATE:  

Walking in the Lord, hearing his voice, obeying him….  

TRANSLATE:  

If you would walk in the truth, 

TRANSLATE:  

then your home would be a secure fortress.  

TRANSLATE:  

Not only that but you would be a warrior, not just a churchgoer.  

TRANSLATE:  

Too many churches are asking us to come and to sit, 

TRANSLATE:  

and to be putting our money in the offering, 

TRANSLATE:  

so the preacher can afford to come back next week.  

TRANSLATE:  

No, there’s more to it than that.  

TRANSLATE:  

A man with a secure fortress, he’s a warrior.  

TRANSLATE:  

He is a leader in his community. 

TRANSLATE:  

Listen further to Malachi chapter 4.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “Surely the day is coming….” It is referring to the day of the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

“it will burn like a furnace”  

TRANSLATE:  

I tell you, there are fires in the streets about us today.  

TRANSLATE:  

Literally how many times has Los Angeles burned, 

TRANSLATE:  

because of the strife and the tension?  

TRANSLATE:  

That tension didn’t come from Jesus, brothers and sisters.  

TRANSLATE:  

That tension was not brought there by the love of God ….

TRANSLATE:  

love manifested in the hearts of neighbor to neighbor.  

TRANSLATE:  

It wasn’t the result of loving your neighbor like yourself.  

TRANSLATE:  

It was the result of sin on both sides of the fire.  

TRANSLATE:  

Surely the day is coming, it will burn like a furnace.  

TRANSLATE:  

And it tells us here that all of the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they will be set on fire, says the Lord Almighty.  

TRANSLATE:  

Not a root or branch will be left to them, 

TRANSLATE:  

but for you who revere my name, 

TRANSLATE:  

the Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.  

TRANSLATE:  

Oh it’s contrasting here for us like the book of Proverbs does over and over again. 

TRANSLATE:  

The fruit of righteousness compared to the fruit of unrighteousness.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is a great promise here.  

TRANSLATE:  

You who revere my name, the Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings, 

TRANSLATE:  

and you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall, 

TRANSLATE:  

and then you will trample down the wicked, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they will be ashes under the sole of your feet 

TRANSLATE:  

on the day when I do these things says the Lord Almighty.  

TRANSLATE:  

Alleluia!  Hey!  This guy with a secure fortress, 

TRANSLATE:  

this truthful witness that’s delivering souls, he is not just sitting back.  

TRANSLATE:  

He goes forth and righteousness is his banner, 

TRANSLATE:  

and it tells us, he will trample down the wicked, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they will be ashes under the soles of his feet.  

TRANSLATE:  

Were you ready for this, this morning?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are you ready to claim your inheritance in Christ?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are you ready to walk forth in the truth 

TRANSLATE:  

and be who God intends for you to be? 

TRANSLATE:  

I pray so.  My goal today has been to stimulate your Holy Ghost appetite.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A Proverb A Day.  

TRANSLATE:  

Be a true witness today.  Fear the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

Have a secure fortress and God bless you.
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