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166 A True Witness – Monday

TRANSLATE:  

By grace we have made it to the last verse in chapter 14 of Proverbs.  

TRANSLATE:  

But as I pondered that verse, the Lord has convicted me that I can’t go on. 

TRANSLATE:  

We have to go back a little bit.  

TRANSLATE:  

The last verse talks about the king being delighted in a wise servant.  

TRANSLATE:  

Are you a wise servant today?  

TRANSLATE:  

Do you delight Jesus?  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, you are wise if you are a true witness, 

TRANSLATE:  

because a true witness delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:  

 If you’ve heard us talk about this true witness delivering souls, 

TRANSLATE:  

this is not a repeat of those teachings.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is fresh material on the same subject.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 14:25 tells us that a true witness delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:  

This verse has gotten my attention.  

TRANSLATE:  

It has grabbed a hold of my spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is grabbing a hold of my life.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is becoming a cornerstone for me, 

TRANSLATE:  

for the things that I have been teaching on A Proverb A Day…… 

TRANSLATE:  

and sharing in the prison, in church and on the radio now for several months.  

TRANSLATE:  

The alternative to a true witness delivering souls….. 

TRANSLATE:  

is a false witness causing people to be condemned to death, 

TRANSLATE:  

allowing people to die for lack of wisdom or knowledge.  

TRANSLATE:  

The consequences of truth and falsehood are the difference between life and death itself.  

TRANSLATE:  

Is your witness a true witness?  

TRANSLATE:  

Is the way you are living before Christ, bringing people into life, 

TRANSLATE:  

or is it leading them into death?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are you living in the abundant life that was promised by the Lord Jesus Christ? 

TRANSLATE:  

He said he came to destroy the works of the devil, 

TRANSLATE:  

that we might have life, and have life more abundantly.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now he wasn’t talking about having extra cars and swimming pools and big houses.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was talking about having spiritual life.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was talking about our spirit life being energized by his life.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was talking about our being fulfilled and complete in Christ.  Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

As I have thought about a true witness delivering souls, ….

TRANSLATE:  

It brings to my mind a verse in Hebrews, chapter 7 verse 25, ….

TRANSLATE:  

It says that Jesus is able to save them to the uttermost that come to him by God…..  

TRANSLATE:  

Being saved to the uttermost, uttermost salvation.  

TRANSLATE:  

You know when you ask some people about their relationship with Jesus,….

TRANSLATE:  

They say, “Oh Yeah, I’m saved.  I went to the altar.  

TRANSLATE:  

I committed my life to the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

TRANSLATE:  

They think that this is all God wants.  That’s the end of the matter.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are areas of their lives that are in deep need of salvation.  

TRANSLATE:  

Their finances are all messed up.  

TRANSLATE:  

Their relationship with their children is not working. 

TRANSLATE:  

Their husband/wife relationships are broken down.  

TRANSLATE:  

They are not comfortable around friends.  

TRANSLATE:  

They are not comfortable around other family members.  

TRANSLATE:  

They live in fear regarding the future.  

TRANSLATE:  

They are not active participants with other Christians.   

TRANSLATE:  

They are not bringing forth the knowledge of God into a dark community.

TRANSLATE:  

God would deliver them in these areas of deep needs.

TRANSLATE:  

He would give them peace and show them answers.

TRANSLATE:  

But they have either not known about the uttermost salvation…

TRANSLATE:  

Or they haven’t bothered to find it. 

TRANSLATE:  

“Oh, Yes, I went to the altar.  Oh, Yes! I prayed a sinner’s prayer.” 

TRANSLATE:  

But are they participating in salvation to the uttermost?  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, Proverbs 14:25 says that a true witness delivers souls 

TRANSLATE:  

and the reason for our effort in bringing this revelation forth…..

TRANSLATE:  

is to bring people into uttermost salvation, 

TRANSLATE:  

that every part of our lives can be fixed, 

TRANSLATE:  

that every part of our lives can be influenced by the Holy Spirit.  Alleluia! 

TRANSLATE:  

Actually the first really profound reference….

TRANSLATE:  

to the concept of a true witness is found in the book of Deuteronomy.  

TRANSLATE:  

In Deuteronomy chapter 17, I’ll read a few passages here, 

TRANSLATE:  

so we can gain insight on this concept of a true witness. 

TRANSLATE:  

It starts out by saying never sacrifice a sick or defective ox 

TRANSLATE:  

or defective sheep to the Lord your God, 

TRANSLATE:  

for he detests such gifts. 

TRANSLATE:  

Now it’s about to jump into a discussion of a true witness, 

TRANSLATE:  

and it starts out by saying what we are not supposed to do:   

TRANSLATE:  

Do not give to the Lord a defective or sick ox or sheep as a sacrifice.  

TRANSLATE:  

In other words, no lame excuses,…. no lame offerings.  

TRANSLATE:  

When we give things to God, we are supposed to give things to God that are healthy 

TRANSLATE:  

and that are valuable.  

TRANSLATE:  

“Suppose a man or a woman among you is in one of your towns 

TRANSLATE:  

that the Lord your God has given you, 

TRANSLATE:  

and has done evil in the sight of the Lord your God 

TRANSLATE:  

and has violated the covenant by serving other gods, 

TRANSLATE:  

or by worshipping the sun, the moon, 

TRANSLATE:  

or any of the forces of heaven which I have strictly forbidden.  

TRANSLATE:  

When you hear about it, investigate the matter thoroughly.  

TRANSLATE:  

If it is true that this detestable thing has been done in Israel, 

TRANSLATE:  

then that man or woman must be taken to the gates of the town 

TRANSLATE:  

and stoned to death.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Oh, that is very strong punishment.  Stoned to death!  

TRANSLATE:  

For worshipping the sun, the moon or any other forces of heaven! 

TRANSLATE:  

This passage in Deuteronomy 17 goes on to say, 

TRANSLATE:  

 “but never put a person to death on the testimony of only one witness.  

TRANSLATE:  

There must always be at least two or three witnesses.  

TRANSLATE:  

The witnesses must throw the first stones and all the people will join in.  

TRANSLATE:  

In this way you will purge all evil from among you.”  

TRANSLATE:  

You recall Jesus speaking to the crowd 

TRANSLATE:  

that had brought to him the woman that was caught in adultery, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he said to them, you that are without sin, cast the first stone?  

TRANSLATE:  

They were coming to him asking that the woman be put to death.  

TRANSLATE:  

But of course the law found here in Deuteronomy says 

TRANSLATE:  

that the people that are doing the accusing, 

TRANSLATE:  

those that are witnessing against someone, ….

TRANSLATE:  

..they have a responsibility to throw the first stone.   

TRANSLATE:  

That was the way people were put to death at that particular time.  

TRANSLATE:  

They didn’t have lethal injections. They didn’t have electric chairs.  

TRANSLATE:  

They didn’t use guns. 

TRANSLATE:  

They didn’t hang people from a gallows.  They stoned them.  

TRANSLATE:  

Everybody in the community was responsible to stand around them 

TRANSLATE:  

and throw stones at them until they were dead, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the people bringing the accusation against them had to throw the first stone.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are talking about a powerful thing here.  We are talking about witnesses.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s try to grasp what’s going on here in Deuteronomy chapter 17.  

TRANSLATE:  

First of all, what’s the crime?  

TRANSLATE:  

The crime is forsaking the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

TRANSLATE:  

Forsaking the true God of the universe.  

TRANSLATE:  

The crime is having another religion other than the worship of God himself.  

TRANSLATE:  

The crime it said, is if anybody has violated the covenant 

TRANSLATE:  

by serving other Gods or by worshipping the sun or the moon,….

TRANSLATE:  

…..or any other forces of heaven which I have strictly forbidden. 

TRANSLATE:  

It’s talking about mock worship, pretend worship.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s talking about worshipping something other than God himself.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now keep in mind that he is writing to the children of Israel.  

TRANSLATE:  

He is writing to God’s people thousands of years ago. 

TRANSLATE:  

This is God’s people that are being warned against idolatry, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..being warned against worshipping other Gods.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is the congregation of Israel.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now whenever we talk about the congregation of Israel, 

TRANSLATE:  

we can think in terms of the congregation of the saints today.  

TRANSLATE:  

We can think of the church today.  

TRANSLATE:  

Don’t you realize that the Bible teaches that we are spiritual Israel, 

TRANSLATE:  

that the church, the Christian church is spiritual Israel?  

TRANSLATE:  

We are Israel today.  We are God’s chosen people today.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are the apple of his eye today.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are the congregation of the saints 

TRANSLATE:  

and so the instructions regarding the congregation of Israel in the Old Testament 

TRANSLATE:  

have a great significance to the congregation of the saints in the church today, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the members of that congregation were worshipping other Gods, 

TRANSLATE:  

while they were pretending to worship Jehovah.  

TRANSLATE:  

Today we have people worshipping other Gods in the congregation of the saints 

TRANSLATE:  

while they are pretending or think that they are worshipping Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now those people are themselves false witnesses, 

TRANSLATE:  

And by their testimony they cause the death of other people.  

TRANSLATE:  

People die whenever someone walks on a path that is not true.  

TRANSLATE:  

A true witness delivers souls, 

TRANSLATE:  

but a false witness brings people unto death.  

TRANSLATE:  

The scripture goes on and says suppose a case arises in the local court 

TRANSLATE:  

that’s too hard for you to decide, 

TRANSLATE:  

whether someone is guilty of murder or only of man slaughter, 

TRANSLATE:  

….or a difficult law suit, or a case involving different kinds of assault.  

TRANSLATE:  

Take such cases to the place that the Lord your God will choose 

TRANSLATE:  

where the Levitical priests and the judge on duty….

TRANSLATE:  

….. will hear the case and decide what to do.  

TRANSLATE:  

The decision they make at the place the Lord chooses will always stand.  

TRANSLATE:  

What this is teaching us is that the Lord is the one that decides 

TRANSLATE:  

…..regarding what is a true witness and what is a false witness.  

TRANSLATE:  

Bring it to the Lord, it says.  

TRANSLATE:  

Bring it to the people that God has appointed.  

TRANSLATE:  

In this case it was the priests. 

TRANSLATE:  

We are going to see in our next meeting of A PROVERB A DAY 

TRANSLATE:  

that it should be brought to people that have discernment, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..people that have the gift of discernment.

TRANSLATE:  

They are the ones that have to make some of these hard decisions. 

TRANSLATE:  

Through their gift of discernment and experience, they are more able. 

TRANSLATE:  

Ultimately though, what we have to decide is this….

TRANSLATE:  

….. is it of God or is it not of God?  

TRANSLATE:  

A true witness delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that we will be able to plunder this subject.  

TRANSLATE:  

 It’s in my spirit.  It’s in my heart. 

TRANSLATE:  

I believe that there’s a seed of even revival here, if we can grasp it.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

Bear with me as we try to delve deeply into this subject.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
