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169 A Gentle Answer – Thursday Week 34

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 14:25 tells us that a true witness delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:  

You’ve heard me say this many times in the past few lessons. 

TRANSLATE:  

Have you yet heard it though?  

TRANSLATE:  

Has it yet penetrated into your spirit?  

TRANSLATE:  

Have you yet begun to ask yourself the question whether or not you are a true witness?  

TRANSLATE:  

I know I am asking myself the question, am I a true witness?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are souls being delivered?  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 15:1 gives us a clue regarding the truth of our witness, 

TRANSLATE:  

something we can focus on, 

TRANSLATE:  

something we can think about.  

TRANSLATE:  

I want to learn from the contents of Proverbs 15:1?  

TRANSLATE:  

Hear the word of the Lord from the book of Proverbs. 

TRANSLATE:  

Chapter 15 verse 1 “A gentle answer turns away wrath, 

TRANSLATE:  

but a harsh word stirs up anger.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, there’s a real thermometer right there.  

TRANSLATE:  

Can I look back at the last 3 or 4 days of my life?  

TRANSLATE:  

Can I look at myself today as I walk before the all-knowing, all-seeing eyes of Jesus 

TRANSLATE:  

and can I apply the wisdom of Proverbs 15:1 to my life?  

TRANSLATE:  

Am I going to be the man of God that speaks a gentle answer, that turns away wrath?  

TRANSLATE:  

Or when I am approached by someone that’s unhappy 

TRANSLATE:  

and that is perhaps angry with me, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..will I react with harsh words that stir up anger?  

TRANSLATE:  

In the answer to that question, I can discover much….

TRANSLATE:  

…. as to whether or not I am a true witness. 

TRANSLATE:  

You see a true witness delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus, it tells us in Hebrews chapter 5, is the High Priest.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now he was chosen by God, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he came to represent the people.  

TRANSLATE:   

In one place in Timothy, it says that he was our lawyer.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now in the King James Version, it called him a Mediator 

TRANSLATE:  

but all a mediator is, is a lawyer.  

TRANSLATE:  

You know, when you got to go before the judge, 

TRANSLATE:  

 ….it’s best to have somebody that knows the judge, 

TRANSLATE:  

and knows how to talk the way he talks,…

TRANSLATE:  

 you know what I mean,…. so you get yourself a lawyer. 

TRANSLATE:  

Well, Jesus our High Priest and Mediator is our Lawyer.  

TRANSLATE:  

He goes before God and takes our case before God.  

TRANSLATE:  

He’s our defense attorney. 

TRANSLATE:  

That’s what it tells us in Hebrews chapter 5.  

TRANSLATE:  

But it also says, that as a Priest, he takes our gifts to God, 

TRANSLATE:  

 ….and the sacrifices that we have made. 

TRANSLATE:  

 That’s his job as a priest,…. Jesus’ job as a priest. 

TRANSLATE:  

 When we give unto God, Jesus receives what we give and puts it before the Father.  

TRANSLATE:  

But I like what it says in verse 2 of Hebrews chapter 5.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “And because he is human, he is able to deal gently with the people.  

TRANSLATE:  

Even though they are ignorant and wayward.”   Ha! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus, because he became man, 

TRANSLATE:  

because he descended from his place on high in heaven, from the very throne, 

TRANSLATE:  

because he humbled himself and took on the form of a slave, of a servant, 

TRANSLATE:  

because he became a man, he is able to deal gently with you and with me.  

TRANSLATE:  

 In Hebrews chapter 5, it says the reason for this is,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….that he is subjected to the same weaknesses that we have.  

TRANSLATE:  

In other words, he was tempted in every way, that we were tempted.  

TRANSLATE:  

He understands how we have become ignorant and wayward.

TRANSLATE:  

He knows about the temptations that we face on a daily basis, 

TRANSLATE:  

and because he knows about it, because he understands us, 

TRANSLATE:  

he tells us that when he presents our case to God, he is able to be gentle.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus obviously is a true witness.  

TRANSLATE:  

And we are supposed to walk in his steps.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are supposed to be like him.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 15:1 says that a gentle answer turns away wrath.  

TRANSLATE:  

We need to look at this “gentleness” for a bit today.  

TRANSLATE:  

 Gentleness.  Are you a gentleman?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are you a gentle woman?  

TRANSLATE:  

Now that idea of being a gentleman has been totally changed in our culture.  

TRANSLATE:  

The definition of a gentleman in England for a period of time….

TRANSLATE:  

…. was a person that was so rich that he didn’t have to work.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was a gentleman.  

TRANSLATE:  

He may have been full of sin and anger and all manner of ugly things,

TRANSLATE:  

 but if he didn’t work, and had enough money, 

TRANSLATE:  

he was called a gentleman.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, I’m not talking about that kind of gentleman.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are talking about a gentle man, 

TRANSLATE:  

….a man who is able to deal kindly with other people 

TRANSLATE:  

because he understands their problems and the way they feel about things.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus became a man, and he knows.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was tempted.  He knows how we feel.  

TRANSLATE:  

Gentleness.  James chapter 3:17 tells us:

TRANSLATE:  

 “But the wisdom that comes from above is first of all pure.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is also peace-loving and gentle at all times, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and willing to yield to others.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is full of mercy and good deeds.  

TRANSLATE:  

It shows no partiality and is always sincere.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Hey, there’s a true witness right there.  

TRANSLATE:  

A true witness has wisdom from above that’s pure, 

TRANSLATE:  

….peace-loving, gentle at all times, 

TRANSLATE:  

willing to yield to others, full of mercy and good deeds. 

TRANSLATE:  

It shows no partiality and it is always sincere.  

TRANSLATE:  

A gentle answer turns away wrath.  

TRANSLATE:  

Harsh words stir up anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Are we going to be tricked today by our human flesh?  

TRANSLATE:  

Is the devil going to jump into our mess today? 

TRANSLATE:  

Are we going to give in to a spirit of anger?  

TRANSLATE:  

Or are we going to be controlled by the Holy Spirit?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are we going to be a true witness today?  

TRANSLATE:  

We will be able to tell if we just listen to the answer that comes from our lips.  

TRANSLATE:  

A gentle answer turns away wrath.  

TRANSLATE:  

A gentle answer comes from the gentle Man, Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  

A gentle answer demonstrates the wisdom of God, 

TRANSLATE:  

because the wisdom of God is first of all pure, and then it’s gentle.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says it’s gentle.  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:  

This idea of gentleness is exalted in another place in the scripture.  

TRANSLATE:  

In I Peter chapter 3, it tells us ….

TRANSLATE:  

 “In the same way you wives must accept the authority of your husbands, 

TRANSLATE:  

even those who refuse to accept the Good News.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now, here is what is happening.  

TRANSLATE:  

Here’s a woman trying to follow Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:  

and she has a husband who refuses to accept the Good News.  

TRANSLATE:  

He is not a Christian, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he is not interested in Christian things, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he may be doing things that are not clean, and holy and pure, 

TRANSLATE:  

and God says that he is in authority over this Christian woman, 

TRANSLATE:  

and that she must accept the authority.  

TRANSLATE:  

In other words, she is supposed to obey him.  

TRANSLATE:  

She is supposed to do the things that he asks her to do, 

TRANSLATE:  

and even when the husband is somebody that’s not a Christian, 

TRANSLATE:  

or someone that refuses to accept the Good News.  

TRANSLATE:  

But the scripture doesn’t stop there.  

TRANSLATE:  

It doesn’t leave the woman simply in bondage to an ungodly husband. 

TRANSLATE:  

It tells her right here how she is going to deliver his soul.  

TRANSLATE:  

Remember a true witness delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:  

It explains here how it’s going to work. 

TRANSLATE:  

Okay, are you ready for this?  

TRANSLATE:  

He says your Godly lives will speak to them better than any words.  

TRANSLATE:  

In other words, you will not have to preach at them.  

TRANSLATE:  

They will be won over by watching your pure and Godly behavior.  

TRANSLATE:  

A true witness delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:  

You know, you don’t have to be talking about the Lord to be a true witness.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you can simply reflect the peace and joy of Jesus in your life….

TRANSLATE:  

…you are a true witness. 

TRANSLATE:  

People will look at that smile on your face 

TRANSLATE:  

and that warmth in your heart and they will say, 

TRANSLATE:  

“What have you got and where did you get it, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and how can I get it?”  Alleluia! 

TRANSLATE:  

A true witness delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:  

Instructions for the woman continue on….. 

TRANSLATE:  

….it says don’t be concerned about the outward beauty, 

TRANSLATE:  

that depends on fancy hairstyles, expensive jewelry or beautiful clothes.  

TRANSLATE:  

You should be known for the beauty that comes from within.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now this is an instruction to the Christian wife who has a husband that’s not saved,  

TRANSLATE:  

But I believe it applies to every one of us.  

TRANSLATE:  

What we are about to hear right here is this:

TRANSLATE:  

….. “whether or not we are a wise servant that delights the king”.

TRANSLATE:  

….that wise king being the Lord Jesus, God, Jehovah….  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us you should be known by the beauty that comes from within.  

TRANSLATE:  

And then it describes it.  “The unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 

TRANSLATE:  

which is so precious to God.”  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

TRANSLATE:  

That’s I Peter chapter 3 verse 4.  You might want to look that up.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is a calling from the Holy Spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

You should be known for the beauty that comes from within, 

TRANSLATE:  

the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

The wisdom that comes from above is first pure, 

TRANSLATE:  

and then it is gentle.  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus himself, it says, is able to deal gently with his people. 

TRANSLATE:  

Another example of it is found in Galatians chapter 6.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “Brothers , if you see somebody overtaken by a fault, go to them, 

TRANSLATE:  

and gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path.”  

TRANSLATE:  

“A gentle answer turns away wrath, 

TRANSLATE:  

but a harsh word stirs up anger.”  

TRANSLATE:  

This message is an encouragement today.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you are not born again, 

TRANSLATE:  

if you don’t have Christ living inside of you, 

TRANSLATE:  

you are not going to be able to have this gentle answer.  

TRANSLATE:  

You need the Spirit of Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

You need to cry out to God and say Father save my soul.  

TRANSLATE:  

Come into me, come into my heart, Lord Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  

Live within me.  Be that gentle Spirit that is being talked about right here. 

TRANSLATE:  

The world is in upheaval with angry people ….

TRANSLATE:  

….and they form gangs and cause riots in the streets…..

TRANSLATE:  

…..and then they form armies and march across cities and even nations.

TRANSLATE:  

if you don’t have Christ living inside of you, 

TRANSLATE:  

you are not going to be able to have this gentle answer.  

TRANSLATE:  

You need the Spirit of Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you haven’t done that, it would be a good time to do it.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that you will walk in the gentleness of God’s spirit today.  God Bless.
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