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170 King's Delight – Friday  Week 34

TRANSLATE:   

Just yesterday we talked about acknowledging Jesus before men.  

TRANSLATE:   

The question is often asked us, “How are you?” 

TRANSLATE:   

I suggested saying, “I’m saved.  I’m sanctified.  I’m redeemed.  

TRANSLATE:   

I’m baptized in the Holy Ghost.  I’m filled with the Spirit.”  

TRANSLATE:   

As I was thinking about it just now, the Lord convicted me 

TRANSLATE:   

that most people would be turned off by that,

TRANSLATE:   

 but there’s yet a better answer, that’s just as good, 

TRANSLATE:   

that does in fact acknowledge God, acknowledge Jesus before men 

TRANSLATE:   

and actually it was right in our hands 3 or 4 days ago.  

TRANSLATE:   

Let’s go back to Proverbs chapter 14 verse 35.  

TRANSLATE:   

It tells us that a king delights in a wise servant.  

TRANSLATE:   

Well, as I studied this concept of Jesus being delighted in me, 

TRANSLATE:   

I realized that it was a 2-way street.  

TRANSLATE:   

I was to be delighted in him also.  

TRANSLATE:   

The scripture tells us to “delight yourself in the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:   

and he will give you the desires of your heart.”  

TRANSLATE:   

I am supposed to be delighted.  

TRANSLATE:   

If someone asks me, “How are you?” 

TRANSLATE:   

….how about I simply say that I’m delighted in Jesus.  Alleluia!   

TRANSLATE:   

Are you delighted in Jesus today, or are you merely saved?  

TRANSLATE:   

Do you have only a vague distant knowledge of Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:   

or are you delighted in the Lord?  

TRANSLATE:   

Are you delighting in the Lord today?  

TRANSLATE:   

The impression that I have is this: 

TRANSLATE:   

.…he is delighted in us when we are delighted in him.  

TRANSLATE:   

A king delights in a wise servant.  

TRANSLATE:   

Wisdom tells us to enjoy the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:   

In Thessalonians it says “Rejoice evermore, …

TRANSLATE:   

….for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”  

TRANSLATE:   

Rejoicing and being delighted are very well connected with each other.  

TRANSLATE:   

You might say that they are married to each other.  

TRANSLATE:   

This is perhaps a high goal. 

TRANSLATE:   

I long for this level of spiritual maturity, 

TRANSLATE:   

where I would live in the delight of God, 

TRANSLATE:   

that I would be delighted to follow Jesus. Alleluia! 

TRANSLATE:   

Some people say, “Well how can I be delighted?  

TRANSLATE:   

Look at my circumstances.  

TRANSLATE:   

Look at the difficulties I am facing.  

TRANSLATE:   

Look at the pressures that I am under.  

TRANSLATE:   

I know God knows about these pressures. 

TRANSLATE:   

He could change things in a minute.  

TRANSLATE:   

His hand turned the heart of Pharaoh in Egypt long ago.  

TRANSLATE:   

God could pay my bills.  

TRANSLATE:   

What’s the problem here!  What’s going on?  

TRANSLATE:   

How am I supposed to be delighted when I have got all of these problems?”  

TRANSLATE:   

Most of us know about the horse and the cart.  

TRANSLATE:   

Does the cart pull the horse…. 

TRANSLATE:   

…..or does the horse pull the cart?  

TRANSLATE:   

As I am studying this idea of being delighted in Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:   

and God being delighted in us, 

TRANSLATE:   

I find that his deliverance is given to those that delight in him, 

TRANSLATE:   

that the delight is the horse….  

TRANSLATE:   

….and the deliverance is the cart. 

TRANSLATE:   

As we delight in Jesus, then deliverance follows right along behind us. 

TRANSLATE:   

Let me show this to you in the scripture.  

TRANSLATE:   

It says, “The steps of the Godly are directed by the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:   

He delights in every detail of their lives. 

TRANSLATE:   

Though they stumble, they will not fall, 

TRANSLATE:   

for the Lord holds them by the hand.” 

TRANSLATE:   

This is Psalm 37 verses 23 through 24.  

TRANSLATE:   

There is a lot of good stuff in that Psalm.  

TRANSLATE:   

One of the ones that most of us have heard is verse 25.  

TRANSLATE:   

It says, “Once I was young, and now I am old, 

TRANSLATE:   

yet I have never seen the Godly forsaken, 

TRANSLATE:   

nor seen their children begging for bread.”

TRANSLATE:   

Let’s read on….  

TRANSLATE:   

“The Godly always give generous loans to others 

TRANSLATE:   

and their children are a blessing.”  

TRANSLATE:   

It says, “Turn from evil, and do good, 

TRANSLATE:   

and you will live in the land forever, 

TRANSLATE:   

for the Lord loves justice.  

TRANSLATE:   

He will not abandon the Godly.  

TRANSLATE:   

He will keep them safe forever, 

TRANSLATE:   

but the children of the wicked will perish.”  

TRANSLATE:   

Here we find God delighting in the Godly, 

TRANSLATE:   

and not only delighting in them, 

TRANSLATE:   

but making certain that they never beg for bread, 

TRANSLATE:   

making certain that the evil ones are not able to attack them and hurt them.  

TRANSLATE:   

There is a connection between delighting in God, 

TRANSLATE:   

and the protection that we receive from the Holy Ghost.  

TRANSLATE:   

This idea is found again in Psalm 18. King David understood this.  

TRANSLATE:   

David is the one who said, “Delight yourself in the Lord 

TRANSLATE:   

and he will give you the desires of your heart.”  

TRANSLATE:   

Listen to what David says in Psalm 18 verses 16 through 22.  

TRANSLATE:   

“He reached down from heaven and rescued me.  

TRANSLATE:   

He drew me out of deep waters.”  

TRANSLATE:   

Now right away we see that it’s common to man to need rescuing.  

TRANSLATE:   

There are deep waters.  

TRANSLATE:   

Life has troubled waters in it. 

TRANSLATE:   

There are cloudy days and there are sunny days, 

TRANSLATE:   

and for those cloudy days,…. 

TRANSLATE:   

for those times of terror, God is available. 

TRANSLATE:   

He reaches down from heaven and rescues us.  

TRANSLATE:   

David says, “He delivered me from my powerful enemies, 

TRANSLATE:   

from those that hated me, 

TRANSLATE:   

and that were too strong for me.” 

TRANSLATE:   

Do you need deliverance today?  

TRANSLATE:   

Is there someone that hates you today?  

TRANSLATE:   

Is there someone that is stronger than you are today that’s threatening you?  

TRANSLATE:   

Do you just feel vulnerable?  

TRANSLATE:   

Do you feel like you can’t deal with this problem,… 

TRANSLATE:   

…because it’s bigger than you are?  

TRANSLATE:   

David had that experience.  

TRANSLATE:   

He said they attacked me in a moment when I was weakest.  

TRANSLATE:   

Reading in verse 18, but here is the wonderful “B”  “U”  “T”  of God, 

TRANSLATE:   

….. “BUT the Lord upheld me.  

TRANSLATE:   

He led me to a place of safety.  He rescued me.”

TRANSLATE:   

Now listen carefully, listen very carefully,… 

TRANSLATE:   

”He rescued me because he delights in me.”  

TRANSLATE:   

Does the Lord delight in you today?  

TRANSLATE:   

Have you guarded your heart?  

TRANSLATE:   

Have you guarded your tongue?  

TRANSLATE:   

Have you held your peace?  

TRANSLATE:   

Have you endeavored in spite of the cloudy day, to walk in faith and rejoicing?  

TRANSLATE:   

If you have then you can pretty well be guaranteed….

TRANSLATE:   

…. that that Lord delights in you, 

TRANSLATE:   

because it tells us in Proverbs 14:35 that a king delights in a wise servant.  

TRANSLATE:   

A wise servant understands what God is looking for.  

TRANSLATE:   

He understands the delight of God.   

TRANSLATE:   

I think this is so precious.  

TRANSLATE:   

He rescued me because he delights in me.  

TRANSLATE:   

It goes on and says, “The Lord rewarded me for doing right. 

TRANSLATE:   

He compensated me because of my innocence, 

TRANSLATE:   

for I have kept the ways of the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:   

I have not turned away from my God to follow evil, 

TRANSLATE:   

but all his laws are constantly before me.  

TRANSLATE:   

I’ve never abandoned his principles.”  

TRANSLATE:   

What a powerful statement!  

TRANSLATE:   

There’s also a potential stumbling block.  

TRANSLATE:   

You see, it’s not a matter of your obeying all the rules and regulations.  

TRANSLATE:   

No, the reason you can keep all the rules is because Christ in you, 

TRANSLATE:   

He is your only hope of glory.  

TRANSLATE:   

When you die to self and become alive to Christ, 

TRANSLATE:   

when you decrease, so that he can increase, 

TRANSLATE:   

when you put off the evil deeds of the flesh and put on holiness

TRANSLATE:   

 which means actually wearing the mantle of anointing that comes from God,  

TRANSLATE:   

this mantle of anointing is God’s energy functioning in your life.  

TRANSLATE:   

It’s God’s strength.  

TRANSLATE:   

God strengthens you, and enables you to do what David said.  

TRANSLATE:   

“He compensated me because of my innocence.  

TRANSLATE:   

I have not turned away to follow evil.”  

TRANSLATE:   

If you have received the energy of God, 

TRANSLATE:   

the enabling power of the Holy Spirit,… 

TRANSLATE:   

then you too can say I have not turned away to follow evil, 

TRANSLATE:   

and then you can find this place of safety.  

TRANSLATE:   

He led me to a place of safety.  

TRANSLATE:   

He rescued me because he delights in me.  

TRANSLATE:   

He delights in me.  Alleluia. 

TRANSLATE:   

Not only does he delight in you, 

TRANSLATE:   

but he wants to give you delight.  

TRANSLATE:   

This is an interesting study that we are looking at here.  

TRANSLATE:   

Oh, I pray that it be more than just a study.  

TRANSLATE:   

I don’t want this lesson to be a play with words.  

TRANSLATE:   

You see, as you delight in the Lord, he delights in you, 

TRANSLATE:   

and as he delights in you, then that causes you to delight in him, 

TRANSLATE:   

and as you delight more in him, he delights more in you.  

TRANSLATE:   

Think about the whole thing.  

TRANSLATE:   

The next time you are in the grocery store and someone says, “How are you doing?”  

TRANSLATE:   

Will you be able to turn to him and say, 

TRANSLATE:   

“I’m delighted in Jesus.”  

TRANSLATE:   

He’ll say, “What?  What do you mean… delighted in Jesus?”  

TRANSLATE:   

I am delighted in Jesus. Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:   

Why?  Let’s read Psalm 36. 

TRANSLATE:   

“Your unfailing love, O Lord, is vast as the heavens.  

TRANSLATE:   

Your faithfulness reaches beyond the clouds.  

TRANSLATE:   

Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains.  

TRANSLATE:   

Your justice like the ocean depths.  

TRANSLATE:   

You care for people and animals alike, O Lord.   

TRANSLATE:   

How precious is your unfailing love, O God.  

TRANSLATE:   

All humanity finds shelter in the shadow of your wings. 

TRANSLATE:   

You feed them from the abundance of your house 

TRANSLATE:   

letting them drink from the rivers of your delight…

TRANSLATE:   

from your rivers of delight, 

TRANSLATE:   

for you are the fountain of life, 

TRANSLATE:   

the light by which we see.” Alleluia, Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:   

Drinking from rivers of delight.  

TRANSLATE:   

What a wonderful word picture.  

TRANSLATE:   

Yes, I have cloudy days and  I have pressures on my life.  

TRANSLATE:   

Yes, I have strong bad people that are bothering me,… 

TRANSLATE:   

….trying to take things away from me, 

TRANSLATE:   

I have bills that need to be paid, 

TRANSLATE:   

and I may even have illness in my body ….

TRANSLATE:   

but none of this changes this fact….

TRANSLATE:   

 ….that it is well with my soul.  

TRANSLATE:   

It is well with my soul.  

TRANSLATE:   

None of this changes this fact….

TRANSLATE:   

…. that I am the object of the Lord’s delight.  

TRANSLATE:   

He delights in me.  I delight in him.  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:   

It tells us in Proverbs 14:35, a king delights in a wise servant, 

TRANSLATE:   

but a shameful servant incurs his wrath.  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:   

I don’t know how to cause you to be delighted, 

TRANSLATE:   

but I do know to tell you that you can be delighted, 

TRANSLATE:   

and if you are not, then you need to changed something.  

TRANSLATE:   

You need to repent of and get away from something, 

TRANSLATE:   

because it is God’s intention that you drink from his rivers of delight.  

TRANSLATE:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:   

I pray that you not only have a great eternity, 

TRANSLATE:   

but that you drink from the rivers of delight today.
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