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171 Wise Tongues – Monday Week 35

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord has had us considering, what it means to be a true witness.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 14:25 says, “A true witness delivers souls.”  

TRANSLATE:  

He has had us considering what it means to be a wise servant.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us that a wise servant delights the king.  Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

We have talked about discerning.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have talked about knowing those things that are of God 

TRANSLATE:  

and those things that are not of God. 

TRANSLATE:  

We have been looking at our lives and examining ourselves…. 

TRANSLATE:  

and finding out if there’s anything that needs to be fixed, 

TRANSLATE:  

….or needs to be changed and updated.  

TRANSLATE:  

Can we offer the Lord something better of ourselves?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are we an offering unto God that is pleasing to him?  

TRANSLATE:  

Well I believe that the Lord would have us to continue discussing these things, 

TRANSLATE:  

but for just a minute we are going to go in a slightly different direction, 

TRANSLATE:  

because we are studying the book of Proverbs 

TRANSLATE:  

and one Proverb follows another, 

TRANSLATE:  

and our next Proverb is a wakeup call 

TRANSLATE:  

regarding what we say to each other, 

TRANSLATE:  

regarding what we teach.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us in Proverbs 15:2….

TRANSLATE:  

“The tongue of the wise uses knowledge aright, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the mouth of fools pours out foolishness.”  

TRANSLATE:  

I hope that you are praying for me on A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

I know that some of you are praying.  

TRANSLATE:  

I have been blessed to have more than one person come up to me 

TRANSLATE:  

and tell me that they are praying for me, 

TRANSLATE:  

that they are praying for those things that I might say,  

TRANSLATE:  

 because I am being heard by many.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s important that you pray for me, 

TRANSLATE:  

that my mouth will use knowledge aright, 

TRANSLATE:  

  ….and that I not be pouring our foolishness, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and I am also praying for you for the same thing.  

TRANSLATE:  

The New International Version of this Proverb tells us 

TRANSLATE:  

….  “the tongue of the wise commends knowledge, 

TRANSLATE:  

….but the mouth of the fool gushes folly.”  

TRANSLATE:  

How many times since we have looked at the book of Proverbs 

TRANSLATE:  

…have we been challenged to listen to what we say?  

TRANSLATE:  

Is what we say profitable?  

TRANSLATE:  

Is it useful? 

TRANSLATE:  

Do we edify with our tongue?  

TRANSLATE:  

Do we build people up?  

TRANSLATE:  

When they are in our presence, 

TRANSLATE:  

….do they feel like they have been in the presence of God, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and like they have been encouraged to live a Godly life.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 15:2 in the New Living Testament says…. 

TRANSLATE:  

“The wise person makes learning a joy.  

TRANSLATE:  

Fools only spout foolishness.”  

TRANSLATE:  

I am going to remember that. 

TRANSLATE:  

If I am in the business of teaching,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….I’m supposed to be making learning a joy for you.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that it is a joy for you….

TRANSLATE:  

….to hear the word of the Lord on this program A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that I correctly teach the word of God…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….and that I give you spiritual daily bread 

TRANSLATE:  

that is useful for building you up in the body of Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

Today though we are going to talk about teachers 

TRANSLATE:  

….wise teachers, and good use of knowledge.  

TRANSLATE:  

In I Timothy chapter 1 verses 18 and 20, the Apostle Paul writes to Timothy.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says, “Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction 

TRANSLATE:  

in keeping with the prophecies once made about you 

TRANSLATE:  

so that by following them you might fight the good fight 

TRANSLATE:  

holding on to faith in a good conscience.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now Paul is telling Timothy to hold on to faith and a good conscience.  

TRANSLATE:  

 He is supposed to have a clear conscience.  

TRANSLATE:  

He is supposed to remember the things that have been prophesied over him, 

TRANSLATE:  

and hold on to faith and a good conscience. 

TRANSLATE:  

 “Some,” he tells Timothy, “have rejected faith and a good conscience, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they have shipwrecked their faith.  

TRANSLATE:  

Among these are Hymeneus and Alexandra 

TRANSLATE:  

whom I have handed over to Satan 

TRANSLATE:  

to be taught not to blaspheme.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now the reason I am reading this scripture 

TRANSLATE:  

is that the kind of things that were happening in the church back then….

TRANSLATE:  

….can still happen in the church today.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Apostle Paul says, “Hey, these 2 guys, …. Hymie and Alex…..  

TRANSLATE:  

They have forgotten about a clear conscience.  

TRANSLATE:  

Their activities in the church are no longer pleasing to the Lord.   

TRANSLATE:  

They no longer have a clear conscience.  

TRANSLATE:  

Why are they preaching the gospel?  

TRANSLATE:  

Why are they preaching words that sound like God’s words, but not quite right?  

TRANSLATE:  

Well chances are they have wrong motives.  

TRANSLATE:  

In the third letter of John verse 9 

TRANSLATE:  

….it talks about those who love the preeminence among the saints. 

TRANSLATE:  

These are people whose main desire in sharing the word of God is mistaken.

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus talked about it.

TRANSLATE:  

He talked about those people who like to wear the fancy robes, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they like to sit at the head of the table, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they like for people to greet them in the streets, 

TRANSLATE:  

and say “Rabbi, Rabbi, Teacher, Teacher.” 

TRANSLATE:  

Their conscience isn’t quite clear because they deserted the faith.  

TRANSLATE:  

They’ve replaced it with wanting to be seen and heard of men. 

TRANSLATE:  

They are more concerned about their reputation among men 

TRANSLATE:  

than they are for souls being delivered.  

TRANSLATE:  

Their goal is not so much that souls get delivered.  

TRANSLATE:  

Oh yes, they are praying about souls getting delivered 

TRANSLATE:  

because they think that the appearance of concern will increase their reputation.  

TRANSLATE:  

Paul said I turned them over to Satan.  

TRANSLATE:  

I handed them over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are talking about the wise tongue now.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are talking about the responsibility of the teacher.  

TRANSLATE:  

Paul really explains this in II Timothy chapter 2 verses 14 through 19. 

TRANSLATE:  

He tells Timothy to keep teaching these important things that I talked to you about.  

TRANSLATE:  

Then he says, “Warn them before God against quarreling about words.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now he’s speaking about NOT getting involved in doctrinal disputes. 

TRANSLATE:  

He says, “I’m warning you, don’t quarrel about the meaning of words.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s of no value and it only ruins those who listen.”  

TRANSLATE:  

There are certain Christians who spend their time setting others straight….. 

TRANSLATE:  

…. arguing about how right their doctrine is, or the meaning of words.  

TRANSLATE:  

Paul says, I warn you about that.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says that’s a waste of time.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says, but rather do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, 

TRANSLATE:  

….a workman who does not need to be ashamed, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and who correctly handles the word of truth.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is interesting that Paul puts the emphasis here on the phrase “a workman”.   

TRANSLATE:  

 A wise tongue doesn’t merely talk. 

TRANSLATE:  

He works. He works at building people up.  

TRANSLATE:  

His concern isn’t merely that he be heard.  

TRANSLATE:  

His concern is that people be loved by Jesus. 

TRANSLATE:  

His effort is to be a vessel of that love, 

TRANSLATE:  

that when he walks away, the people that he’s been with know….

TRANSLATE:  

 ….that they have been in the presence of the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

Paul says to avoid godless chatter, 

TRANSLATE:  

because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly.  

TRANSLATE:  

Their teaching will spread like gangrene, 

TRANSLATE:  

and among them are Hymaneus and Philatus 

TRANSLATE:  

who have wandered away from the truth. 

TRANSLATE:  

Now there’s Hymie again.  

TRANSLATE:  

Remember we just read about Hymie there in I Timothy chapter 1 verse 18. 

TRANSLATE:  

He departed from the faith and from a good conscience.  

TRANSLATE:  

He’s mentioned again but now not with Alexandra, but with Philetus.  

TRANSLATE:  

Hymeneus apparently was involved in godless chatter, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..challenging people about the meaning of words.  

TRANSLATE:  

God has called us to something higher than that.  

TRANSLATE:  

In Colossians he tells us, “Just as you have accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

….continue to live in obedience to him.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let your roots grow down into him and draw up nourishment from him, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..so that you will grow in faith, 

TRANSLATE:  

….strong and vigorous in the truth you were taught.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let your lives overflow with thanksgiving for all that he has done.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Then a warning again: 

TRANSLATE:  

“Don’t let anybody lead you astray with empty philosophy…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….or high sounding nonsense, that comes from human thinking 

TRANSLATE:  

….and from the evil powers of this world, and not from Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

For in Christ the fullness of God lives in a human body, 

TRANSLATE:  

and you are complete in Christ.”  Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

All of this is tied up with a warning from James chapter 3.  

TRANSLATE:  

“Dear Brothers and Sisters, not many of you should be teachers in the church, 

TRANSLATE:  

.…for we who teach will be judged by God, with a greater strictness. 

TRANSLATE:  

This is a real serious warning.  

TRANSLATE:  

The tongue of the wise uses knowledge aright.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is what we are studying in Proverbs 15:2.  

TRANSLATE:  

We’ve looked at the fact that some people get involved in just arguing over words….

TRANSLATE:  

and what the Living Bible calls godless chatter.  

TRANSLATE:  

And it’s associated with those Christians who have departed from the faith.  

TRANSLATE:  

They are really not concerned about building us the body of Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

They are really only concerned with their own reputation, …

TRANSLATE:  

.…being seen and heard of men.  

TRANSLATE:  

Then James says that not many of you should be teachers, 

TRANSLATE:  

for those who teach will be judged by God with a greater strictness.  

TRANSLATE:  

You know that’s already happened to me.  

TRANSLATE:  

Last Friday I talked about being delighted in Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  

Then I talked about it again Sunday in our church meeting, 

TRANSLATE:  

about how a mature man of God would be delighted in Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:  

even in spite of bad circumstances.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let me tell you, Monday the chance came for me to test that revelation 

TRANSLATE:  

because things fell apart for me in every direction, including an act of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

Lightning struck and blew up my computer.  

TRANSLATE:  

It put me out of business for 24 hours. 

TRANSLATE:  

It cost me a $1000 to fix it.  

TRANSLATE:  

What an opportunity to step back from that which I had taught on Friday.  

TRANSLATE:  

On Friday I had taught to be delighted in the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

and on Monday my circumstances went awry.  

TRANSLATE:  

Those who teach are judged by a greater strictness.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray today that you’ll have the tongue of the wise 

TRANSLATE:  

and you will use knowledge aright.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

God bless you and have a great, great eternity.
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