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TRANSLATE:    

The book of Proverbs speaks many times about the tongue, 

TRANSLATE:    

and about the consequences of what we say, 

TRANSLATE:    

A gentle answer turns away wrath.  
TRANSLATE:    

A wise tongue is a tree of life.  

TRANSLATE:    

Praise God for this study in the book of Proverbs 

TRANSLATE:    

to keep reminding us of how important this is….

TRANSLATE:    

…. that our tongue be under the Lordship of Jesus Christ,…. 

TRANSLATE:    

….that Jesus be the Lord over our tongue.  

TRANSLATE:    

The Apostle James says this:  

TRANSLATE:    

…. no man can control the tongue. 

TRANSLATE:    

It needs the control of the Holy Spirit.  

TRANSLATE:    

The tongue is like the rudder on a ship, …
TRANSLATE:    

a very small part of the ship….
TRANSLATE:    

….but it changes the course of the whole ship, 

TRANSLATE:    

or it’s like a bit in a horse’s mouth….
TRANSLATE:    

….and you simply pull on the bit with the reins, 

TRANSLATE:    

and all of the force and energy of that horse….

TRANSLATE:    

…. goes in the direction you pull.  

TRANSLATE:    

That’s the way our tongue is.  

TRANSLATE:    

Because the tongue is so powerful, 
TRANSLATE:    

….the book of Proverbs talks about it over and over again.  

TRANSLATE:    

Well, there’s another subject 
TRANSLATE:    

that’s in the book of Proverbs many, many times, too….
TRANSLATE:    

….and we are going to explore that subject today.
TRANSLATE:    

It’s a look at the qualities of a fool.  

TRANSLATE:    

A fool! Ha.  Are we fooling ourselves?  

TRANSLATE:    

I don’t know, but it says in Proverbs 15:5, 

TRANSLATE:    

“A fool despises his father’s instruction, 
TRANSLATE:    

but he that regards reproof is prudent.”  

TRANSLATE:    

Well I think this needs a better translation.  

TRANSLATE:    

I think that the King James Version is sometimes hard to understand,…. 

TRANSLATE:    

…..so looking at the New Living Testament.  It says, 

TRANSLATE:    

“Only a fool despises a parent’s discipline.  
TRANSLATE:    

Whoever learns from correction is wise.”  

TRANSLATE:    

Well I wonder now when we stop listening to our parents’ correction.  

TRANSLATE:    

Is it when we are 12, when we are 16, 
TRANSLATE:    

when we are 18, or when we are 35?  

TRANSLATE:    

It strikes me that although this Proverb may seem to apply to children…

TRANSLATE:    

……who are listening to their parents, 

TRANSLATE:    

…...it is not necessarily limited to children listening to their parents.  

TRANSLATE:    

After all, one of the great commandments is to honor your father and your mother,
TRANSLATE:    

And it carries a promise that we might live a long life. 

TRANSLATE:    

There is no age limit placed on honoring your father and mother.  

TRANSLATE:    

If you are 80 and your father is 100, 
TRANSLATE:    

….you are still asked by the scripture to honor him.  

TRANSLATE:    

And one of the great ways we honor our parents is by listening to them, 

TRANSLATE:    

…..hearing their correction, hearing their instruction.  

TRANSLATE:    

We may like to think we don’t need their advice any more, 

TRANSLATE:    

…..but the fact of the matter is, that’s not true.

TRANSLATE:    

In  most cases our parents know us very well…
TRANSLATE:    

…..about as well as anybody on the face of the earth, 

TRANSLATE:    

and wisdom dictates that we listen to our mother and father. 

TRANSLATE:    

He that regards reproof is prudent or whoever heeds correction is wise.  

TRANSLATE:    

It’s a wise thing to listen to correction.  

TRANSLATE:    

But the book of Proverbs, though, shows us how hard it is…

TRANSLATE:    

…. to listen to correction.  

TRANSLATE:    

It tells us in Proverbs chapter 12 
TRANSLATE:    

that the way of a fool is right in his own eyes, 

TRANSLATE:    

but he that harkens to counsel is wise.  

TRANSLATE:    

The Living Testament says “every man’s ways are right in his own eyes.”  

TRANSLATE:    

We find it very hard to be critical of ourselves. 

TRANSLATE:    

You know we love ourselves.
TRANSLATE:    

We don’t want to think that we are doing something wrong. 

TRANSLATE:    

We are good at making excuses for everything we do. 

TRANSLATE:    

….so our biggest defender is our self,…. 

TRANSLATE:    

….but the Scripture tells us that the way of a fool…

TRANSLATE:    

…. is right in his own eyes.  

TRANSLATE:    

I have had occasion to reject correction.
TRANSLATE:    

When I was in college, I studied English Literature.  

TRANSLATE:    

I had dreams about some day writing the great novel, 

TRANSLATE:    

or about writing great poetry.  

TRANSLATE:    

Those dreams were somewhat childish fantasies actually, 

TRANSLATE:    

but I studied the business of creative writing 

TRANSLATE:    

and I studied how to communicate, 

TRANSLATE:    

and I thought I had learned a few things, 

TRANSLATE:    

and shortly after I had finished college,…. 

TRANSLATE:    

 …..I was involved in writing a manual for a scientific instrument.
TRANSLATE:    

The person that invented the instrument was reading my manual 

TRANSLATE:    

He said this is terrible.  
TRANSLATE:    

This doesn’t say what I want to say. 

TRANSLATE:    

This manual is badly written. 
TRANSLATE:    

My initial response was “Who are you?” 
TRANSLATE:    

Who made you the judge?  
TRANSLATE:    

I’ve got the education!  

TRANSLATE:    

I know what’s right and what’s wrong in writing.  

TRANSLATE:    

…So who are you to tell me anything?” 

TRANSLATE:    

But then the Lord spoke to me out of Proverbs chapter 12 verse 15. 

TRANSLATE:    

It says, “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, 

TRANSLATE:    

but he who listens to counsel is wise.  

TRANSLATE:    

And so I said, “Okay Lord.  
TRANSLATE:    

This person is telling me that my writing doesn’t communicate.  

TRANSLATE:    

He says it doesn’t sound right.  
TRANSLATE:    

It doesn’t get the job done.  

TRANSLATE:    

I will listen to counsel, and I quieted my heart.”  

TRANSLATE:    

Now the reason that I am telling you this is 

TRANSLATE:    

because this was the first time in my life 
TRANSLATE:    

that I had ever applied God’s word and decided to listen.  

TRANSLATE:    

As a foolish man, my usual way was to defend myself and to do it my way, 

TRANSLATE:    

but the word of the Lord came to me and said, 

TRANSLATE:    

“Listen to this correction and gain from it. Learn from it.”  

TRANSLATE:    

And when I did that, a great freedom came to me. 

TRANSLATE:    

Wow, I wasn’t depending only on myself anymore.  

TRANSLATE:    

There were other words of wisdom that I could gain access to.  

TRANSLATE:    

I could take advantage of other people’s insights, 

TRANSLATE:    

and other people’s intelligence, 
TRANSLATE:    

and other people’s knowledge.  

TRANSLATE:    

I wasn’t dependent on one way of doing things. 

TRANSLATE:    

The Bible tells us that a wise man regards correction.  

TRANSLATE:    

He receives correction. It’s a good thing. 

TRANSLATE:    

I know because it has made a difference in my life. 

TRANSLATE:    

It says that a wise man wears a rebuke in his ear like a gold earring. 

TRANSLATE:    

In other words, when a wise man gets rebuked, 
TRANSLATE:    

he is pleased to receive it.
TRANSLATE:    

He enjoys the rebuke because he knows …..

TRANSLATE:    

….that this rebuke is going to make him a wiser individual.  

TRANSLATE:    

He is going to learn from it.  

TRANSLATE:    

Something good is going to come forth from it.  

TRANSLATE:    

Well Proverbs 15:5 says that a fool despises a parents’ discipline.  

TRANSLATE:    

Now we already know that.  
TRANSLATE:    

But I want to contrast it with a scripture in Ephesians.

TRANSLATE:    

There are benefits for the wise child who heeds discipline.

TRANSLATE:    

Ephesians chapter 6 begins: “Children, obey your parents in the Lord,….

TRANSLATE:    

…for this is right.

TRANSLATE:    

Honor your father and mother

TRANSLATE:    

….which is the first commandment with promise.

TRANSLATE:    

….that it may be well with you….

TRANSLATE:    

….and you may live long on the earth.”
TRANSLATE:    

This implies that a foolish child’s life will be cut short.
TRANSLATE:    

He or she will NOT receive the blessing of a long life. 

TRANSLATE:    

Now back to Proverbs, it says, “A fool despises a parent’s discipline.” 

TRANSLATE:    

We can choose to take a different attitude toward our parents.  

TRANSLATE:    

It appears to me that one of the classic problems faced by every man, 

TRANSLATE:    

….are problems with their in-laws,…. 
TRANSLATE:    

….getting alone with the mother-in-law.  

TRANSLATE:    

Anyone out here ever had the mother-in-law problem, 
TRANSLATE:    

….or the father-in-law problem? 

TRANSLATE:    

What is the basic problem?
TRANSLATE:    

The problem is that the mother-in-law or the father-in-law is critical…

TRANSLATE:    

…. of the person that married their daughter or son. 

TRANSLATE:    

By being critical, they are all the time pointing out mistakes. 

TRANSLATE:    

They’re saying, “you shouldn’t have done that. 

TRANSLATE:    

Let me tell you how to do that.  

TRANSLATE:    

Would you stop doing that?” 

TRANSLATE:    

They are all the time correcting you.   

TRANSLATE:    

Well sometimes the in-laws are a pain to be with.  

TRANSLATE:    

They are a pain to me.  That’s what they are. 

TRANSLATE:    

They are like dripping water, ….

TRANSLATE:    

…. drip, drip, drip, constant criticism, 

TRANSLATE:    

 but one of the quickest ways to end that criticism is to accept it, 

TRANSLATE:    

….to embrace it and say, “Yes, you are right.  I see that.  

TRANSLATE:    

I am going to try to do something about that.” 

TRANSLATE:    

Now that is the way to start honoring your father-in-law and mother-in-law

TRANSLATE:    

Honor your father and mother.  

TRANSLATE:    

When you married your wife, 
TRANSLATE:    

…her father and mother became your father and mother.  

TRANSLATE:    

And when you honor them and they feel honored, 

TRANSLATE:    

it’s a two-way street.  

TRANSLATE:    

Then they begin to honor you, 

TRANSLATE:    

….and their criticisms of you start to dwindle, 

TRANSLATE:    

and chances are what they are saying, you need to hear.  

TRANSLATE:    

There’s very seldom criticism that doesn’t have a seed of truth in it. 

TRANSLATE:    

Usually if someone close to you is criticizing you,….

TRANSLATE:    

there is a lesson to be learned.  

TRANSLATE:    

You could do something to become more like Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:    

….if you would only listen to that criticism.  

TRANSLATE:    

Proverbs 15:5 says, “A fool despises a father or a father-in-law’s discipline, 

TRANSLATE:    

but he that regards correction is wise.”  

TRANSLATE:    

He that learns from correction is wise.  Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:    

Well I thought that before we finished today….

TRANSLATE:    

….. we would look at a couple of other verses about fools.  

TRANSLATE:    

Proverbs 11:29 tells us that he that troubles his own house…. 

TRANSLATE:    

….he shall inherit the wind, 

TRANSLATE:    

…..and the fool shall be the servant to the wise of heart.  

TRANSLATE:    

The fool shall be the servant to the wise of heart.  

TRANSLATE:    

He that troubles his own house shall inherit the wind.

TRANSLATE:    

I realize that people can make trouble with their hands,

TRANSLATE:    

….but most of us make trouble with our mouths. 

TRANSLATE:    

This brings us back to the wise tongue, 

TRANSLATE:    

….the tongue that brings healing, 
TRANSLATE:    

…..the gentle answer that turns away wrath.  

TRANSLATE:    

What are we going to say to our family today….

TRANSLATE:    

…. that’s going to edify them and build them up 

TRANSLATE:    

and make them feel good about being part of our family? 

TRANSLATE:    

And not only our natural family, 
TRANSLATE:    

….but the family of God in the church. Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:    

Well this is Brother Stephen Keel 
TRANSLATE:    

and this is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:    

Let’s pray that we can escape from being fools today. 

TRANSLATE:    

Let’s pray that we can be wise today, 

TRANSLATE:    

and have not only a great day, but a great eternity.  

TRANSLATE:    

God bless you.  

Translate Here:  

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program 
Translate Here:  
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