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TRANSLATE:  
Recently we referred to the Proverb that says ….
TRANSLATE:  
 …..the ways of a fool are clean in his own eyes. 

TRANSLATE:  
Every man’s ways are clean in his own eyes.  

TRANSLATE:  
That’s true not only for individuals ….

TRANSLATE:  

….but it is also true for groups of individuals.  

TRANSLATE:  
It is very difficult to be critical of ourselves, ….

TRANSLATE:  

….but the Lord desires truth in the inward parts.  

TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs 15:18 asks us to consider something….

TRANSLATE:  

….. in fact, we must consider this.  

TRANSLATE:  
It tells us that the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but the prayer of the upright is his delight.  

TRANSLATE:  
The New International Version says,  “The Lord detests the sacrifice of the wicked.”  

TRANSLATE:  
And the Living Testament says, “The Lord hates the sacrifices of the wicked,….

TRANSLATE:  

….. but he delights in the prayers of the upright.”  

TRANSLATE:  
The thing that’s hard to understand here is 

TRANSLATE:  

…. when we search the Bible….
TRANSLATE:  
….we discover that the sacrifices of the wicked are hated, 

TRANSLATE:  
…but we also discover that the people that are sacrificing, 

TRANSLATE:  
….don’t really seem to be that bad from outward appearances. 

TRANSLATE:  
In fact they are the very children of God in the Old Testament.
TRANSLATE:  

These are grown children, of course, the descendents of Abraham. 
TRANSLATE:  

They are the House of Israel, the congregation of Israel.  

TRANSLATE:  
Isaiah refers to them when he talks about the sacrifices of the wicked.  

TRANSLATE:  
This is what Isaiah says in Isaiah chapter 1 verses 10 through 15.  

TRANSLATE:  
 “Listen to the Lord, you leaders of Israel.  

TRANSLATE:  
Listen to the law of our God, people of Israel.”  

TRANSLATE:  
He tells them, “You act just like the rulers and people of Sodom and Gomorrah.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Now we need to refresh our memories regarding Sodom and Gomorrah.  

TRANSLATE:  
They were a people who lusted after pleasure. 

TRANSLATE:  
They lusted after those things that would delight the flesh. 

TRANSLATE:  
There was a whole lot of homosexuality in Sodom and Gomorrah 

TRANSLATE:  
but the lust of the flesh I am certain wasn’t limited to homosexuality.  

TRANSLATE:  
The whole city was destroyed because of the wickedness that was in the city.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now they were a people who knew about God.  

TRANSLATE:  
They were a people who undoubtedly had temples….. 
TRANSLATE:  

….which in modern terms could be referred to as churches.  

TRANSLATE:  
They had temples similar to churches in their day, 

TRANSLATE:  
but the church didn’t actually exist until Jesus walked on the face of the earth. 

TRANSLATE:  
Before then, the congregation of Israel was the apple of God’s eye.  

TRANSLATE:  
The 12 tribes of Israel was the apple of the Lord’s eye.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now it’s the church. The Lord said to these people, 

TRANSLATE:  
 …. that I am sick of your sacrifices, says the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  
Don’t bring me anymore burnt offerings.  

TRANSLATE:  
I don’t want the fat from your rams and other animals. 

TRANSLATE:  
I don’t want to see the blood from your offerings of bulls and rams and goats.  

TRANSLATE:  
Why do you keep parading through my courts with your worthless sacrifices?”  

TRANSLATE:  
Now this clearly shows us that these people….

TRANSLATE:  

…. were part of the religious community of the children of Israel.  

TRANSLATE:  
All of their efforts about sacrifices, burnt animals and so on ….

TRANSLATE:  

…. were prescribed in the Law of Moses.  

TRANSLATE:  
The laws prescribed sacrifices for this, and sacrifices for that, ….

TRANSLATE:  

….and they were doing their church things.  

TRANSLATE:  
They were doing their congregation of Israel things.  

TRANSLATE:  
They were being religious, as it were, 
TRANSLATE:  

but God says I don’t want it.  

TRANSLATE:  
He says the incense you bring me is a stench in my nostrils.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now we are going to compare that to the prayers of the saints a little later…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….because Proverbs 15:8 says, “The prayer of the upright is his delight.” 
TRANSLATE:  

The prayer of the upright is God’s delight. 

TRANSLATE:  
And a revelation that we will discover is that the prayers of the upright ….
TRANSLATE:  
….are actually a sweet aroma in the nostrils of God, 

TRANSLATE:  
but these sacrifices being offered by the wicked….

TRANSLATE:  

…. God says are a stench in his nostrils.  

TRANSLATE:  
“Your celebrations of the new moon and the Sabbath day 
TRANSLATE:  

and your special days for fasting. 

TRANSLATE:  
Even your most pious meetings, 
TRANSLATE:  

….they are all sinful and false.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Wow, when God gets upset with people, he doesn’t mince words.  

TRANSLATE:  
He says, “Look, your meetings don’t make me happy.  

TRANSLATE:  
You are pretending to be holy.  You are pretending to be righteous. 

TRANSLATE:  
 You are going through all the motions, 

TRANSLATE:  
but it is only a show. 
TRANSLATE:  

I want nothing more to do with them,” he says.  

TRANSLATE:  
“I hate your festivals and your sacrifices.  
TRANSLATE:  

I can not tolerate the sight of them.  

TRANSLATE:  
From now on when you lift up your hands in prayer, 
TRANSLATE:  

I will refuse to look.  

TRANSLATE:  
Even though you offer many prayers, I will not listen….  

TRANSLATE:  
….because your hands are covered with the blood of innocent victims.”  

TRANSLATE:  
I wonder if Isaiah happened to have read Proverbs 15:8.  

TRANSLATE:  
When he made this statement against the congregation of Israel, 

TRANSLATE:  
I wonder if he used as his authority in the words Proverbs 15:8.  

TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs 15:8 says the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  
That one sentence could justify everything that Isaiah said in Isaiah chapter 1.  

TRANSLATE:  
Let’s contrast this.  In Revelation chapter 8 verses 3 through 5, 

TRANSLATE:  
“Then another angel with a gold incense burner came and stood at the altar.  

TRANSLATE:  
And a great quantity of incense was given him to mix with the prayers of God’s people 

TRANSLATE:  
to be offered on the gold altar before the throne.  

TRANSLATE:  
The smoke of the incense mixed with the prayers of the saints ascended 

TRANSLATE:  
….. to God from the altar where the angel had poured them.  

TRANSLATE:  
Then the angel filled the incense burner with fire from the altar 

TRANSLATE:  
and he threw it down upon the earth 
TRANSLATE:  

and thunder crashed and lightening flashed.”  Alleluia! 

TRANSLATE:  
This is the other side of Proverbs 15:8.  

TRANSLATE:  

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination, and the Lord despises them, 

TRANSLATE:  

….but the prayer of the upright pleases him. 

TRANSLATE:  
You see, false religion and hypocrisy in the name of Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and people who go to church on Sunday and go gambling on Monday, 

TRANSLATE:  
people who sing praises on Sunday, 

TRANSLATE:  
and Sunday night tear their children apart with a vicious tongue, 
TRANSLATE:  

or gossip and slander their neighbors,

TRANSLATE:  
yes, this is what God is talking about, 
TRANSLATE:  

….about the character of the leaders of Sodom and Gomorrah.  

TRANSLATE:  
They participated in all the religious activity of the church, 

TRANSLATE:  
but in their daily lives, they lusted after pleasure, 

TRANSLATE:  
and the character of their heart was not like the character of God. 

TRANSLATE:  
Their sacrifices were an abomination, 
TRANSLATE:  

but the prayers of the righteous delight the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and he compares them to sweet incense.  

TRANSLATE:  
Revelation says that their prayers were mixed with a sweet incense, 

TRANSLATE:  
and they were brought before God, 
TRANSLATE:  

and they were a sweet aroma in his nostrils.  

TRANSLATE:  
He loves, he takes delight in the prayers of the upright. 

TRANSLATE:  
If he takes delight in it, we should be offering it. 

TRANSLATE:  
We should be speaking forth to the throne of heaven.  

TRANSLATE:  
Peter exhorts us in chapter 4 verses 7 through 9. 

TRANSLATE:  
He says, “The end of the world is coming soon, 
TRANSLATE:  

therefore be earnest and disciplined in your prayers.  

TRANSLATE:  
Most important of all, continue to show a deep love for each other, 

TRANSLATE:  
for love covers a multitude of sins.  

TRANSLATE:  
Cheerfully share your home with those who need a place to stay or a meal.”  

TRANSLATE:  
There are several things that Peter is exhorting.  

TRANSLATE:  
At the beginning of the list he says be disciplined in your prayers.  

TRANSLATE:  
He says the end of the age is coming soon.  

TRANSLATE:  
I haven’t addressed that subject directly, 

TRANSLATE:  
but nearly all of us have the sense that we must be coming to the end of the age. 

TRANSLATE:  
Things are changing so rapidly.  
TRANSLATE:  

We are in the fullness of times that the Bible talks about. 

TRANSLATE:  
People are running to and fro across the earth seeking the word of God.
TRANSLATE:  

Knowledge has increased dramatically due to today’s technology. 
TRANSLATE:  

Israel has once more become a nation after 2000 years of absence. 

TRANSLATE:  
Therefore be earnest and disciplined in your prayers.  

TRANSLATE:  
Philippians gives us further encouragement.  

TRANSLATE:  
Chapter 4, now this verse should be, as far as I can see…. 

TRANSLATE:  
this is bedrock Christianity right here. 

TRANSLATE:  
If you have never memorized any other scripture verse, 

TRANSLATE:  
this is one that you should not only memorize, but practice.  

TRANSLATE:  
This is Christian life right here.  

TRANSLATE:  
He says, “Rejoice in the Lord always.  Again I say rejoice.”  

TRANSLATE:  
He says, “Let your gentleness be evident to all.”  

TRANSLATE:  
We ministered on that just recently.  “A gentle tongue turns away wrath.”  

TRANSLATE:  
He says, “The Lord is near.  Don’t be anxious about anything.”  

TRANSLATE:  
This reminds of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, 

TRANSLATE:  
“where he says you can’t change anything by worry, 

TRANSLATE:  
but in everything by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God, 

TRANSLATE:  
and the peace of God which passes all understanding, 
TRANSLATE:  

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  

TRANSLATE:  
What a promise! 

TRANSLATE:  
It tells us if we will be disciplined in prayer 

TRANSLATE:  
that we will have the peace of God that passes all understanding.  

TRANSLATE:  
As our prayers ascend to God, his peace descends into our hearts.  

TRANSLATE:  
What a wonderful promise from God.  

TRANSLATE:  
James says that prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, 
TRANSLATE:  

….the Lord will make them well.  

TRANSLATE:  
It also says anybody’s sins will be forgiven.  

TRANSLATE:  
He says confess your sins to each other 
TRANSLATE:  

and pray for each other that you might be healed.  

TRANSLATE:  
He is putting a connection between healing and the need for forgiveness.  

TRANSLATE:  
Elijah was as human as we are, and when he prayed earnestly no rain would fall, 

TRANSLATE:  
none fell for the next three and a half years.  
TRANSLATE:  

Then he prayed for rain, and down it poured.  

TRANSLATE:  
The grass turned green, and the crops began to grow again.  

TRANSLATE:  
Elijah was a righteous man.  
TRANSLATE:  

The Lord delights in the prayers of a righteous man.  

TRANSLATE:  
On every program I have an opportunity to exhort you about something.  

TRANSLATE:  
Today the exhortation is about prayer.  Be disciplined in prayer. 

TRANSLATE:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  
Have a prayerful time on your way to that great eternity.  God bless.

Translate Here:  

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program 

Translate Here:  

….provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com.
