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178 Chasing Righteousness

TRANSLATE:  
Recently we have had an opportunity to talk about being delighted in Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  
We’ve talked about the fact that, if you will delight yourself in the Lord,

TRANSLATE:  
…. he will give you the desires of your heart.  

TRANSLATE:  
We also see in Psalm 1 that the people who are really after God, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..delight in doing everything that the Lord wants.  

TRANSLATE:  
They take a great joy in obeying the commandments of God.  

TRANSLATE:  
We also saw that the Lord delights in the prayer of the upright.  

TRANSLATE:  
So we see here a two-way street.  

TRANSLATE:  
We see us delighting in God, 
TRANSLATE:  

….and we see God being delighted in us. 

TRANSLATE:  
What a wonderful picture!  Praise the Lord!  

TRANSLATE:  
Well we are going to move on a little further today. 

TRANSLATE:  
This book of Proverbs isn’t a group of unrelated, unconnected thoughts, 
TRANSLATE:  

…..but there is a theme here.  

TRANSLATE:  
There is a theme in the book of Proverbs,

TRANSLATE:  

…. regarding the fruits of righteousness and the wages of sin.  

TRANSLATE:  
In Proverbs 15:9 it tells us,

TRANSLATE:  
“The Lord detests the ways of the wicked, 
TRANSLATE:  

…..but he loves those that pursue righteousness.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Yesterday we looked at the fact that he delights in the prayers of the righteous, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and today we see that he detests the way of the wicked.  

TRANSLATE:  
We also looked at yesterday the fact that the sacrifice of the wicked,…

TRANSLATE:  

…..yes, the SACRIFICE of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and we saw in Isaiah chapter 1 that the prayers that are offered by the wicked, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and the sacrifices that are offered by the wicked are a stench in the nostrils of God.  

TRANSLATE:  
Some people have the mistaken idea that they can go to church 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and buy their way into God’s favor. God isn’t bribed.  

TRANSLATE:  
You can’t bribe God with your money.  

TRANSLATE:  
You bring your money.  You bring your sacrifices, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but you fail to pursue righteousness and you are a stench in the nostril of God.  

TRANSLATE:  
….but he loves those that pursue righteousness.  

TRANSLATE:  
I looked at a book recently called The God Chasers.  

TRANSLATE:  
It’s a great little book.  I really enjoyed it.  

TRANSLATE:  
It’s the story of one man in particular 

TRANSLATE:  
…and his connection with a whole group of people who are just plain hungry for God.  

TRANSLATE:  
If they hear that God is moving 300 miles away in a meeting, 

TRANSLATE:  
….they’ll get in their car and drive many miles to encounter the living God, 

TRANSLATE:  
….the God Chasers, people who are just focused on finding God…..

TRANSLATE:  
They want to see the manifest presence of God in the midst of the church.  

TRANSLATE:  
Well with due respect for that book, it’s a great book. And I really like it.  

TRANSLATE:  
But I think there’s a higher concept here.  

TRANSLATE:  
It talks about those that chase after righteousness, 
TRANSLATE:  

those that pursue righteousness. 

TRANSLATE:  
 There are two different choices.  
TRANSLATE:  

Either we can go pursuing more experiences with God, 

TRANSLATE:  
more goose bumps, more getting drunk in the Holy Ghost, …

TRANSLATE:  

….more getting jumping and shouting.  

TRANSLATE:  
We can pursue all those experiences in God where we rush around the room, 

TRANSLATE:  
….having an exciting and wonderful time.
TRANSLATE:  

…and this is not a bad thing.  It is a gift from God to enjoy him.  

TRANSLATE:  
…but  unfortunately for some people, that‘s their whole encounter with God.  

TRANSLATE:  
That’s all they have got.  You may ask, isn’t that enough?
TRANSLATE:  
 It’s what I refer to as soulish excitement, but there is something higher here.  

TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs talks about our pursuing righteousness.  

TRANSLATE:  
It talks about chasing after the character of God rather than the goose bumps of God.  

TRANSLATE:  
It tells us that the Lord despises the way of the wicked. 

TRANSLATE:  
But he loves those who pursue Godliness.  

TRANSLATE:  
In one translation it talks of chasing after righteousness. 

TRANSLATE:  
The New International says, “He loves those who pursue Godliness.” 

TRANSLATE:  
Are you concerned about Godliness in your life?  

TRANSLATE:  
That Godliness will have about it…. a quality of life, …good character.  

TRANSLATE:  
You will have a gentle tongue that turns away wrath. 

TRANSLATE:  
You will have an answer to deep and difficult questions.  

TRANSLATE:  
 Your life will manifest the love of Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  
The unlovable will feel loved when they are in your presence, 

TRANSLATE:  
…because the love of God which passes all understanding
TRANSLATE:  

….. will be coming forth from your life, 

TRANSLATE:  
….so that even the unlovable will feel loved when they are in your presence, 

TRANSLATE:  
……if you are pursuing righteousness,….if you are pursuing Godliness.  

TRANSLATE:  
The way of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord

TRANSLATE:  
….but he loves him, that follows after righteousness.  

TRANSLATE:  
We are going to translate this into another idea for a minute. 

TRANSLATE:  
We are going to talk about the rewards of God.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now rewards are given to people that earn them.  

TRANSLATE:  
There is an element of effort involved in pursuing Godliness, in pursuing righteousness.  

TRANSLATE:  
You have to turn your face toward Jerusalem.  

TRANSLATE:  
You have to steadfastly walk down the road toward that cross and say, 

TRANSLATE:  
I am going to touch His garment with my hands.  

TRANSLATE:  
I am going to put on the clothing of righteousness. 

TRANSLATE:  
I am going to walk in the ways of God.

TRANSLATE:  
There has to be a certain element of effort on your part,… 

TRANSLATE:  
and then because of your effort, you receive a reward. 

TRANSLATE:  
In Revelation, God says, “See I’m coming soon….

TRANSLATE:  

….and my reward is with me to repay all according to their deeds.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Now the wicked are going to get paid according to their deeds

TRANSLATE:  
…..and the righteous are going to get paid according to their deeds.  

TRANSLATE:  
A lot of people don’t like to talk about these rewards, ….
TRANSLATE:  
….because deep in their hearts they are concerned that they are not going to get any rewards, 

TRANSLATE:  
….because they know about their lives that they are not living the way they should.  

TRANSLATE:  
In Revelation again, it tells us it’s time to judge the dead and reward your servants.  

TRANSLATE:  
You will reward your prophets and your holy people, 

TRANSLATE:  
….all who fear your name from the least to the greatest 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and you will destroy all who have caused a destruction on the earth.  

TRANSLATE:  
There we have it again.  

TRANSLATE:  
God is talking about rewarding the prophets and the holy people, 

TRANSLATE:  
…. those who according to Proverbs 15:9, pursue godliness.  

TRANSLATE:  
That’s the holy people.  
TRANSLATE:  

Scripture says: “Seek ye first the kingdom and God and his righteousness.”  

TRANSLATE:  
You have got to get involved with this thing. 
TRANSLATE:  

Righteousness doesn’t happen to you by accident.  

TRANSLATE:  
You have got to set your face toward Jerusalem.  

TRANSLATE:  
You have got to pursue righteousness.  

TRANSLATE:  
John tells us in II John chapter 1 verse 8 he says,

TRANSLATE:  
 “Watch out so you don’t lose the prize for which you have been working so hard. 

TRANSLATE:  
 Be diligent so that you will receive your full reward.” 

TRANSLATE:  
It says if you wander beyond or go away from the teaching of Christ, 
TRANSLATE:  

…..then you have no fellowship with God.  

TRANSLATE:  
But if you continue in the teachings of Christ, 

TRANSLATE:  
you will have fellowship both with the Father and the Son.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now continuing in his teaching doesn’t simply mean going to a Sunday school class.  

TRANSLATE:  
It doesn’t simply mean listening to the word preached on Sunday morning. 

TRANSLATE:  
To continue in the teaching of Christ means to do what he says to do.  

TRANSLATE:  
Love your enemies. 

TRANSLATE:  

Do good to those that hate you and persecute you for righteousness sake.  

TRANSLATE:  
If a man asks you to go a mile, go 2 miles.  

TRANSLATE:  
There is a whole world of opportunity out there, in which we can obey Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  
Go ye into all the world, preaching and teaching the gospel in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

TRANSLATE:  
…baptizing in the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost, 
TRANSLATE:  

….making disciples of all men.  

TRANSLATE:  
God has spoken.  He said pursue righteousness. Seek the kingdom.  

TRANSLATE:  
Peter tells us. “The Lord knows how to rescue Godly people from their trials. 

TRANSLATE:  
 Ha Ha Alleluia! It pays to pursue righteousness 

TRANSLATE:  
because God rescues Godly people, even while he is punishing the wicked.  

TRANSLATE:  
You see there are rewards for UNrighteousness also.  

TRANSLATE:  
God especially punishes those who follow their own evil lustful desires and despise authority. 

TRANSLATE:  
Oh the joys of them who do not follow the advice of the wicked 

TRANSLATE:  
….or stand around with sinners or join in with scoffers, 

TRANSLATE:  
but they delight in doing everything the Lord wants.  

TRANSLATE:  
Day and night they think about his law. 
TRANSLATE:  

I am quoting from Psalm 1.  

TRANSLATE:  
…..Delighting in doing the law of God.  

TRANSLATE:  
Psalm 18 tells us, God reached down from on high and took a hold of me.  

TRANSLATE:  
He drew me out of deep waters. 

TRANSLATE:  
He rescued me from my powerful enemy, 
TRANSLATE:  

from my foes who were too strong for me.  

TRANSLATE:  
They confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the Lord was my support.  

TRANSLATE:  
He brought me into a spacious place.  

TRANSLATE:  
He rescued me because he delighted in me.”
TRANSLATE:  
It brings us back to where we started today’s lesson in the book of Proverbs. 

TRANSLATE:  
God is delighted with us.  We are delighted with God. 

TRANSLATE:  
God, the Lord delights in the prayers of the upright, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and he loves those who chase after righteousness and chase after holiness.  Alleluia. 

TRANSLATE:  
He rescued me because he delighted in me.  

TRANSLATE:  
Psalm 37 says he delights in every detail of their lives. 

TRANSLATE:  
Thought they stumble they will not fall, for the Lord holds them by their hand.  

TRANSLATE:  
Listen to David’s prayer in Psalm 43.  He says, 

TRANSLATE:  
….”Send out your light and truth.  Let them guide me. 

TRANSLATE:  
Let them lead me to your holy mountain, to the place where you live. 

TRANSLATE:  
There I will go to the altar of God,  

TRANSLATE:  
….to God, to the source of all my joy.  

TRANSLATE:  
I will praise you with my heart, Oh my God, my God.”  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:  
David says send out your light.  Send it out.  

TRANSLATE:  
He says I’ll go to you. 

TRANSLATE:  
God chasers, those that pursue righteousness, ultimately are seeking God himself. 

TRANSLATE:  
Are you seeking the Lord today?  
TRANSLATE:  

Are you seeking to be obedient to the Lord today?  

TRANSLATE:  
If you are, you are going to have a great eternity. 

TRANSLATE:  
You are going to enjoy Jesus forever and ever and ever.  

TRANSLATE:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY. 

TRANSLATE:  
I commend you to the rewards of Heaven.
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