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183 Hungry For Truth – Wednesday

TRANSLATE:  
Yesterday we saw that a glad heart makes a happy face, 

TRANSLATE:  
….or a happy heart makes the face cheerful.  

TRANSLATE:  
If you’ve really grasped Jesus, you should have a happy face. 

TRANSLATE:  
People often make remarks about sorrowful, long-faced Christians.  

TRANSLATE:  
There are some people that call themselves Christians, 

TRANSLATE:  
….who walk in continual sorrow, who walk in heaviness of spirit, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and there are even some church services that are oppressive and lifeless.  
TRANSLATE:  
They seem to encourage it or allow it as normal and continual.
TRANSLATE:  
I am not saying that they are not Christians, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but I can say a happy heart makes the face cheerful, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and what could make the heart happier 

TRANSLATE:  
….than embracing the truth of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

TRANSLATE:  
Well, some people have truth. Some people have a LITTLE truth. 

TRANSLATE:  
 Some people have more truth, and some people have very little truth, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but the book of Proverbs tells us something… 

TRANSLATE:  
….that should have an impact on how much truth you have. 

TRANSLATE:  
It tells us in Proverbs 15:14,

TRANSLATE:  
“A wise person is hungry for truth, while the fool feeds on trash.”  

TRANSLATE:  
In the New International Version, it says that the discerning heart seeks knowledge.
TRANSLATE:  
We have talked about what it means to be discerning.  

TRANSLATE:  
To discern means to be able to tell the difference 

TRANSLATE:  
….between that which is of God and that which is not of God. 

TRANSLATE:  
When we have a gift of discernment, 

TRANSLATE:  
….we have a supernatural ability given by God 

TRANSLATE:  
….to recognize those things that are of God and those things that are not of God, 

TRANSLATE:  
….those things that are of the spirit and those things that are of the flesh.  

TRANSLATE:  
The discerning heart seeks knowledge, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but the mouth of the fool feeds on folly.”  

TRANSLATE:  
You see, we are involved here.  

TRANSLATE:  
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, the scripture tells us.  Alleluia, 

TRANSLATE:  
 Pursue peace.  Get involved in this hunger for truth”  

TRANSLATE:  
The King James Version says, 

TRANSLATE:  
“The heart of him that has understanding seeks knowledge.”  

TRANSLATE:  
That goes along with something that the Lord Jesus says in the gospels. 

TRANSLATE:  
He says, unto him who has, shall more be given, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and to him that has little, it will be taken away.  

TRANSLATE:  
If you have received truth, if you have some truth, then you have more coming. 

TRANSLATE:  
There is more available for you, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but you must seek it. 

TRANSLATE:  
I really like the Living Bible here.  

TRANSLATE:  
It says a wise person is hungry for truth.  

TRANSLATE:  
I can’t recalled if I have shared this story with you, 

TRANSLATE:  
but if I have, it’s okay to repeat it 

TRANSLATE:  
…and if I haven’t, I need to share it. 

TRANSLATE:  
Recently I had an opportunity to be with Brother Arthur Burt, an old evangelist from England. 

TRANSLATE:  
He has been preaching the gospel for over 70 years 

TRANSLATE:  
….and he told this little story.  

TRANSLATE:  
He talked about how in England there is a game that they play, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and it is very much like the game of horseshoes in this country.  

TRANSLATE:  
In the game of horseshoes, there’s a pin or wooden stake in the ground 

TRANSLATE:  
….that is set up 50 or 75 feet away 

TRANSLATE:  
….and we throw horseshoes at it, 
TRANSLATE:  
If we get the closest to the pin, we get points and we win.  

TRANSLATE:  
Well, the version in England doesn’t use a horseshoe.  

TRANSLATE:  
It uses a ball, and you throw the ball toward the pin, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and the one whose ball arrives the closest to the pin, wins.  

TRANSLATE:  
But this ball is not an ordinary ball. 

TRANSLATE:  
This ball has a piece of metal inside of it and it’s heavy. 

TRANSLATE:  
But the metal is not in the center of the ball. It’s off center on purpose.  

TRANSLATE:  
So if you can picture this in your mind, 

TRANSLATE:  
….what happens is this: if you try to roll this ball, it doesn’t roll straight.  

TRANSLATE:  
It rolls in a curve, because of the off-center weight inside the ball. 

TRANSLATE:  
Now that off-center weight in England, using their language…

TRANSLATE:  
….is called the “bias”,… the bias of the ball, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and they say that the only way that you can win this game is 

TRANSLATE:  
….that you have to learn the bias of your ball.  

TRANSLATE:  
In fact, you have to throw your ball a little to the right or a little to the left, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and how much to the right or how much to the left 

TRANSLATE:  
…..depends on what you know about the bias of the ball. 

TRANSLATE:  
So the ball is somewhat unpredictable.  

TRANSLATE:  
You have to anticipate how it’s going to roll, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but the object of the game is to get as close to the pin as possible.  

TRANSLATE:  
Well it is interesting that they call that metal weight the bias, 

TRANSLATE:  
….because we have the same word in the United States… 

TRANSLATE:  
….when we talk about a person’s biased opinion.  

TRANSLATE:  
A biased opinion is the predetermined way a person thinks about things in advance. 

TRANSLATE:  
Everybody is biased, and you simply can’t avoid it.  

TRANSLATE:  
If you are a Caucasian or of the white race, you are biased.  

TRANSLATE:  
If you are of the black, you are biased.
TRANSLATE:  

If you are of the yellow race, you are biased.
TRANSLATE:  
If you are educated, you are biased according to your education. 

TRANSLATE:  
If you are uneducated, you are biased according to your lack of education.  

TRANSLATE:  
If you are a woman, you are biased by being a woman.  

TRANSLATE:  
If you are a man, you are biased by being a man. 

TRANSLATE:  
Everybody sees things the way they see things, from their perspective, 

TRANSLATE:  
….or through their own eyes, based on who they are.  

TRANSLATE:  
In order to have truth….now you, first, have to be hungry for truth, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and one of the first things you have to acknowledge is your bias, how you look at things.  

TRANSLATE:  
You have to acknowledge that in order to get ultimately to the truth. 

TRANSLATE:  
The truth is a very interesting subject in the scriptures. 

TRANSLATE:  
I find in John 18: 33, a very interesting conversation between Jesus and Pilot.
TRANSLATE:  

Pilot ruled that part of the world in Jesus’s lifetime.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now this conversation took place just before Jesus was executed, just before he was crucified.  

TRANSLATE:  
Listen to the word of the Lord from John 18:33 through 40.  

TRANSLATE:  
“Then Pilot went back inside and he called for Jesus to be brought to him.  
TRANSLATE:  
Are you the king of the Jews he asked him?  

TRANSLATE:  
Jesus replied, is this your own question or did others tell you about me?  

TRANSLATE:  
Am I a Jew, Pilot asked? Your own people and the leading priest brought you here.  

TRANSLATE:  
Why?  What have you done?  

TRANSLATE:  
Then Jesus answered, I am not an earthly king.  

TRANSLATE:  
If I were, my followers would have fought when I was arrested by the Jewish leaders, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but my kingdom is not of this world.  

TRANSLATE:  
Pilot replied, you are a king then.  

TRANSLATE:  
You say that I am a king, and you are right, Jesus said.  

TRANSLATE:  
I was born for that purpose, and I came to bring truth to the world.  

TRANSLATE:  
All who love the truth recognize that what I say is true. 

TRANSLATE:  
What is truth, Pilot asked? 

TRANSLATE:  
Then he went out again to the people and he told them, 

TRANSLATE:  
….he is not guilty of any crime, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but you have a custom of asking me to release someone from prison each year at Passover, 

TRANSLATE:  
….so if you want me to, I will release the king of the Jews.  

TRANSLATE:  
But they shouted back, no, not this man, but Barabbas.  

TRANSLATE:  
Barabbas was a criminal.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Well this conversation at the ended on this central question.  

TRANSLATE:  
“What is truth?”  

TRANSLATE:  
Recently we read in Proverbs that said, “If you depart from the way, you will die.”
TRANSLATE:  
So we had to ask ourselves the question, what is the way?  

TRANSLATE:  
But now we hear that a wise person is hungry for truth.  

TRANSLATE:  
So now we have to ask the question like Pilot, 

TRANSLATE:  
….we have to ask the question, what is truth.  

TRANSLATE:  
Of course, he asked the wrong question, 

TRANSLATE:  
….because the answer is bound up in Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  
The real question is WHO is truth. 

TRANSLATE:  
Jesus is truth. If you are hungry for Jesus…

TRANSLATE:  
….if you are hungry, a wise person is hungry for Jesus. 

TRANSLATE:  
A wise person is hungry for truth.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

TRANSLATE:  
Now what is truth?  What is Jesus? 

TRANSLATE:  
Is Jesus only something you learned about in Sunday School?  

TRANSLATE:  
A man that took little children on his knee and talked to them, 

TRANSLATE:  
….or calmed the waters or fed the 5000 

TRANSLATE:  
….or healed the lame man or opened the eyes of the blind? 

TRANSLATE:  
What is Jesus?  Who is Jesus?  

TRANSLATE:  
Who is Jesus to you today?  

TRANSLATE:  
Is he a far off historical figure that you kind of put in a box until Sunday, 

TRANSLATE:  
….or is he someone you know personally and daily? 

TRANSLATE:  
Is he your friend?  

TRANSLATE:  
Are you in a friendship relationship with Jesus?  

TRANSLATE:  
Are you hungry for truth?  Are you hungry for Jesus?  

TRANSLATE:  
A wise person is hungry for truth, while the fool feeds on trash, it tells us. 

TRANSLATE:  
Some people have embraced another Jesus. 

TRANSLATE:  
I like to call that kind of a cultural traditional Jesus. 

TRANSLATE:  
Their whole experience with Jesus is limited…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….limited to what they do on Sundays.  

TRANSLATE:  
They have a little bit of Jesus on Sundays, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but during the rest of the week there is no real relationship with him. 

TRANSLATE:  
There is no real encounter with him.  

TRANSLATE:  
There’s no personal connection to him. 
TRANSLATE:  

Jesus is the lover of our souls.  

TRANSLATE:  
He is a ever-present help, not only in times of trouble, but he is always there.  

TRANSLATE:  
He is available all the time.  

TRANSLATE:  
The eyes of the Lord are searching to and fro across the earth.  

TRANSLATE:  
He is everywhere. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

TRANSLATE:  
But he is not only everywhere, he is intimately involved with every detail of our life. 

TRANSLATE:  
Can we grasp that?  Can we comprehend that?  

TRANSLATE:  
Can we be thanking him in every detail of our life?  

TRANSLATE:  
What a friend we have in Jesus. 

TRANSLATE:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  
I pray that you are hungry for truth, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and that you will have a great eternity feasting on Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  
God bless you.
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