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TRANSLATE:  
Recently we have heard of the word of the Lord that told us that before honor comes humility, 

TRANSLATE:  
….that the meek man is much more likely to please God. 

TRANSLATE:  
That point is being driven home very clearly in our lesson from Proverbs today.  

TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs 16:5 tells us that everyone that is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:  
….Though hand join in hand he shall not be unpunished.  

TRANSLATE:  
The New Living Testament tells us that the Lord despises pride.  

TRANSLATE:  
Be assured that the proud will be punished.  

TRANSLATE:  
The New International Version tells us, “The Lord detests all the proud of heart.  

TRANSLATE:  
Be sure of this. They will not go unpunished.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Our popular culture seems to want to exalt pride. 

TRANSLATE:  
There’s black pride and yellow pride, and proud of our country,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..proud of our jobs, proud of this, proud of that.  

TRANSLATE:  
There’s a great salesmanship team out there that are trying to sell the benefits and values of pride,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….and yet the Bible tells us, that the Lord despises pride.  

TRANSLATE:  
Be assured that the proud will be punished.  

TRANSLATE:  
My ways are not your ways, says the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:  
What popular culture tells us often contradicts the direct word from the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs 16:18 through 19 tells us that pride goes before destruction,….
TRANSLATE:  
….and haughtiness before a fall. 

TRANSLATE:  
It is better to live humbly with the poor, than to share plunder with the proud.  

TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs 29:23 says, “Pride ends in humiliation, while humility brings honor.” 

TRANSLATE:  
This is not a hidden teaching. This is not an obscure teaching. 

TRANSLATE:  
It is telling us that God exalts humility and resists the proud.  

TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs 8:13 says, “All who fear the Lord will hate evil. 

TRANSLATE:  
That is why I hate pride, arrogance, corruption and perverted speech.  

TRANSLATE:  
Good success and advice belong to me.  Insight and strength are mine.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Ha! He says I hate pride.  

TRANSLATE:  
I hate pride, arrogance, corruption and perverted speech.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now is there some such thing as good pride? 

TRANSLATE:  
Is this idea about black pride, yellow pride, and school pride, …..
TRANSLATE:  
….and being proud of being an American or some other country.

TRANSLATE:  

Is there such a thing as good pride?  

TRANSLATE:  
According to the Bible there is not.  He hates pride.  

TRANSLATE:  
The Lord detests all the proud of heart.  

TRANSLATE:  
Be sure of this: they will not go unpunished.  

TRANSLATE:  
Of course the popular idea of pride is that you really can’t be anybody, unless you become proud. 

TRANSLATE:  
The way you are going to become a great basketball player is to be proud.  

TRANSLATE:  
To be a leader, you have got to be proud.  

TRANSLATE:  
What we have already seen as we have studied the life of Moses, 

TRANSLATE:  
….that the greatest leader in the nation of Israel was also the meekest man on the face of the earth, 

TRANSLATE:  
His power came from God.  

TRANSLATE:  
His strength of character, his ability to lead was because God was enabling him.  

TRANSLATE:  
It was God’s power.  It was not his own power.  

TRANSLATE:  
The meek shall inherit the earth, according to the word of the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now does Jesus demonstrate humility? 

TRANSLATE:  
We are told in a place in first Peter, that we are supposed to walk in his steps. 

TRANSLATE:  
We are supposed to walk the way he walked.  

TRANSLATE:  
Well let’s read from the book of Philippians, 

TRANSLATE:  
….how the Lord Jesus himself taught us regarding the issues of pride, humility, and being a servant.  

TRANSLATE:  
Hear the word of the Lord from Philippians chapter 2 verses 1 through 13.  

TRANSLATE:  
“If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, 

TRANSLATE:  
….if any comfort from his love, 

TRANSLATE:  
….if any fellowship with his spirit, 

TRANSLATE:  
….if any tenderness and compassion, 

TRANSLATE:  
….then make my joy complete by being likeminded, 

TRANSLATE:  
….having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Paul is writing to the Philippian church now.
TRANSLATE:  
He is saying look, be of one mind.  Be like Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  
I am going to describe him to you now. 

TRANSLATE:  
He says, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.”  

TRANSLATE:  
There is pride right in there with selfish ambition, 

TRANSLATE:  
….“but in humility, consider others better than yourselves.”  

TRANSLATE:  
So much of the emphasis on pride is to say I am really something.  

TRANSLATE:  
Every time you raise yourself up, you are apt to put somebody else down so that you can get on top.  

TRANSLATE:  
I think that is one of the reasons that God hates pride, the proud.  

TRANSLATE:  
But in humility, the instruction of the scripture is, ….
TRANSLATE:  
….consider others better than yourselves. 

TRANSLATE:  
Each of you should not look only to your own interests, 

TRANSLATE:  
……but also to the interests of others. 

TRANSLATE:  
All of this time we are seeking to become proud of ourselves 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and our heritage, and who we are.  

TRANSLATE:  
We are being selfish, 

TRANSLATE:  
……but it says in the scripture that we are to be more concerned with the needs of others 

TRANSLATE:  
…..than we are with our own needs. 

TRANSLATE:  
Now it gets very clear in Philippians in verse 5 of chapter 2. 

TRANSLATE:  
It says your attitude should be the same as that of Jesus Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  
Get ready now.  

TRANSLATE:  
We are going to learn what our attitude is supposed to be like.  

TRANSLATE:  
Our attitude is supposed to be the same as that of Jesus Christ, 

TRANSLATE:  
….“who being in very nature, God”,… He was God, it tells us,….

TRANSLATE:  
…. “did not consider equality with God something to be grasped.”  

TRANSLATE:  
He knew that he was God but he didn’t make that a big issue, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but it tells us in verse 7, “he made himself nothing, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..taking on the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.”  

TRANSLATE:  
God, Jesus, took upon himself the form of a servant. 

TRANSLATE:  
He humbled himself, it tells us.  

TRANSLATE:  
He lowered himself into the form of a servant. 

TRANSLATE:  
 ….verse 8…. “being found in the appearance as a man, 

TRANSLATE:  
……he humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on the cross.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Jesus had every right in the world to rule and reign, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but he gave up his life. 

TRANSLATE:  
He lowered himself into the husk of a human body. 

TRANSLATE:  
 He didn’t choose to come as a king. 

TRANSLATE:  
He could have replaced any of the great leaders of the world,….

TRANSLATE:  

He was a very well-known person in his country.

TRANSLATE:  

He was very well-liked by the people.

TRANSLATE:  

Only the leaders didn’t like him because they were jealous.

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus could have become the governor of his nation, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..and maybe become some world leader of all the nations, like Caesar.
TRANSLATE:  

If he couldn’t do that through popularity with the people,

TRANSLATE:  

…..then he could do it by force…..

TRANSLATE:  
…..because he had at his command legions of angels.  

TRANSLATE:  
He had all the power necessary. 

TRANSLATE:  
He could have been an Alexander the Great, ….
TRANSLATE:  
….or he could have been a Nero, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..or he could have been a great Julius Caesar.  

TRANSLATE:  
He could have taken any of those roles,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..because he had the ability to do it,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but no, he took upon himself the form of a servant. 

TRANSLATE:  
Now this is important because it tells us in verse 5…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..that your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  
In other words, we are to be servants also.  

TRANSLATE:  
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place; it tells us in verse 9. 

TRANSLATE:  
 Proverbs has told us, “before honor comes humility.” 

TRANSLATE:  
There is an exaltation.  

TRANSLATE:  
There is a raising up associated with being a servant.  

TRANSLATE:  
For the sake of time, we’ll see that in I Peter, chapter 5 verses 5 through 6. 

TRANSLATE:  
It says, “God opposes the proud, but he gives grace to the humble.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Grace to the humble! 

TRANSLATE:  
“Humble yourselves therefore unto God’s mighty hand….
TRANSLATE:  
 …..that he may lift you up in due time.”  

TRANSLATE:  
This business of being lower, this business of being concerned for others…..
TRANSLATE:  
 ……isn’t so that we will always be snails under the heels of somebody’s shoe.  

TRANSLATE:  
Remember, the meekest man on the face of the earth, ….
TRANSLATE:  
…..God used as the leader over the nation of Israel. 

TRANSLATE:  
The most humble man was the greatest leader. 

TRANSLATE:  
 It teaches us to humble ourselves therefore under God’s mighty hand,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..that he may lift us up in due time.  

TRANSLATE:  
You see, that is what he did with Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  
Jesus being found in the appearance as a man, humbled himself, became obedient to death;… 

TRANSLATE:  
…..therefore, God has exalted him to the highest place… 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and has given him a name that is above every name,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….in heaven and on earth and under earth,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.  

TRANSLATE:  
God’s ways are not man’s ways.  

TRANSLATE:  
Man tries to pull himself up by his own efforts and be proud of it.  

TRANSLATE:  
God says, “Humble yourself and I will lift you up.  

TRANSLATE:  
Look what I did with Jesus.
TRANSLATE:  
I made him the lowest of the low.” 
TRANSLATE:  

Jesus did not even have a chariot or cart to ride that we know of. 

TRANSLATE:  

Scripture tells us he walked many places.  

TRANSLATE:  
Not only did he become a servant, but he died a despicable death… 

TRANSLATE:  
….on a cross along side of the worst criminals of the time.  

TRANSLATE:  
He was stripped naked, beaten, humiliated…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….and spat upon as the lowest of the low,… 

TRANSLATE:  
….but God exalted him to the highest place,… 

TRANSLATE:  
….and gave him a name that is above every other name.  Alleluia! 

TRANSLATE:  
Can we grasp this?  Can we grasp that the way up is the way down? 

TRANSLATE:  
The way down is the way up.  

TRANSLATE:  
As we go down, as we humble ourselves before God,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..as we become more concerned with the needs of others than we are with our own needs,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….we are actually being elevated in the eyes of God.  

TRANSLATE:  
We are being raised up in the eyes of God,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..as we are being lowered in the eyes of man.  

TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs 16:5 says that the Lord detests all the proud of heart.  

TRANSLATE:  
Be sure of this: they will not go unpunished. 

TRANSLATE:  
Also be sure of this: the humble will be rewarded.  

TRANSLATE:  
The meek shall inherit the earth. 

TRANSLATE:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  
Have a great eternity.
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