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217   Have You Been Failing?  Week 44

Translate:  

Does it seem like to you that you have been falling down a lot lately?  
Translate:
Does it seem as if everything you try to do, doesn’t work out,….

Translate:
….. that you are going backward instead of forward? 
Translate:
Are you having problems with self-esteem? 
Translate:
Do you have a low opinion of yourself, feeling as if you are no good?  
Translate:
You know it is interesting that this opinion, this low self-esteem actually is tied up in pride.  
Translate:
You see, people who view themselves with low esteem…..

Translate:
….. really are very concerned about how people see them,

Translate:
….and how they view themselves. 
Translate:
Their pride has been injured because things haven’t gone well, 
Translate:
…..and now they have got low self-esteem. 
Translate:
Can you see that you can have low self-esteem, and pride causing it?   
Translate:
Well if you can’t see that, you will be able to see from the Book of Proverbs….

Translate:
…. how pride is at the root of all of this falling down that is going on, ….

Translate:
….all of this stumbling, all of this falling.  
Translate:
At the root of it is pride.  
Translate:
If we can find out what this pride is, how it is functioning in our lives, ….

Translate:
…we can avoid a lot of snags and difficulties.  
Translate:
You see, Proverbs 16:18 through 19 says that pride comes before destruction,….

Translate:
….and a haughty spirit before a fall.  
Translate:
….So it is better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, ….

Translate:
…..than to divide the spoil with the proud.”  
Translate:
Now what is the difference between the humble spirit and somebody that’s got low self-esteem?

Translate:
…Or between somebody that is modest and  somebody that doesn’t think much of himself?  

Translate:
Well you see, a humble spirit acknowledges the truth.  
Translate:
The truth is that I am just a worm.  
Translate:
The truth is that I am just a man.  
Translate:
The truth is that I am not really not very smart.  That’s the truth.  
Translate:
But the person with low self-esteem, says, well I’m a failure.  
Translate:
I haven’t succeeded at anything,
Translate:
The world has turned against me.  
Translate:
The problem is I was born in poor circumstances.

Translate:
I am really alright.  I just need a break in luck. .  
Translate:
  My situations have been very tough.
Translate:
You see the low self-esteem person hasn’t bought the truth about himself.  
Translate:
The truth is that we are nothing, and Christ is everything. Alleluia, Alleluia!  
Translate:
I have decreased to the point to where I am dead,…. 
Translate:
….and Christ is alive in me, and so what? 

Translate:
I am not very smart, or so what, that I am not very beautiful, or whatever. 
Translate:
It really doesn’t matter, since I am dead.  
Translate:
I am dead to pride regarding how good looking I am, and how smart I am.  
Translate:
And I am also dead to pride that says I am NOT good looking and a failure. 

Translate:
And when I hold on to that pride attitude about my looks and my brains, or lack of it….

Translate:
…. all that does is precede a fall.  
Translate:
Hear the same word from the New Living Testament.  
Translate:
It says, “Pride goes before destruction and haughtiness before the fall.  
Translate:
It is better to live humbling with the poor, than to share plunder with the proud.”  
Translate:
You see Proverbs 3:34 tells us that the Lord mocks at mockers,….

Translate:
….. but he shows favor to the humble. 
Translate:
The humble have bought the truth about themselves. 
Translate:
The truth is that I am a mere man. I am like grass.  
Translate:
The sun comes up, and I wither away, ….

Translate:
….and before the end of the day, I blow away.  
Translate:
I am a mere man.  
Translate:
King David said, “What is man that you are mindful of him, O Lord.”.
Translate:
He said a mere man is like the grass that perishes.  
Translate:
We are really not as significant as we would like to think we are.  
Translate:
But we ARE something though.  
Translate:
We are vessels.  We are containers.  
Translate:
We are tents.  We are tabernacles and temples. 
Translate:
We are little houses to house the glory of God. 
Translate:
We are places where the king of the Universe can reside. 
Translate:
We are a tabernacle of the Holy Spirit. 
Translate:
We are a place where Christ can live, and move and have his being. Alleluia.  
Translate:
But to be in that place, we have got to die…..

Translate:
…not a literal death, but dead to our wants and wishes. 
Translate:
We have to, as the scripture tells us in Romans chapter 6,….

Translate:
…. we have to think about ourselves as being dead to sin, and alive to Christ. 
Translate:
We don’t like to admit it, but we like to live for ourselves.

Translate:
We like to do what we want to do, when we want to do it.

Translate:
But the word of God tells us otherwise:

Translate:
“I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live.  
Translate:
Yet not I but Christ lives in me,….

Translate:
….. and the life which I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God, ….

Translate:
….who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
Translate:
If I can live like this, if I can be dead to self,….

Translate:
….Jesus says, if any man would follow me,….

Translate:
….. let him take up his cross and die daily. 
Translate:
Follow me. 
Translate:
Dead to self doesn’t have to worry about low self-esteem.  
Translate:
If a person is dead, his self-esteem doesn’t matter a whit!  
Translate:
It just doesn’t matter because all I am is a vessel…

Translate:
…. in which dwells the fullness of God in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.….

Translate:
…. so my pride can’t be injured when I am dead.  
Translate:
Now, are you falling a lot?  Are you experiencing low self-esteem?  
Translate:
Are you running into problem after problem?  
Translate:
You want some respect.  You want some appreciation that you are not getting.

Translate:
It could be because you are still alive.  That’s why it bothers you.

Translate:
If you were dead, it would not matter at all.

Translate:
If your feelings are hurt, you are still in a condition of pride.  
Translate:
The scripture tells us that God resists the proud.  
Translate:
He says that pride goes before destruction.  
Translate:
If you are being destroyed, according to this scripture, there is pride in your life, causing it. 
Translate:
Now the hardest things to see are the things that we can’t see.  
Translate:
Ha! Let me say that again. The hardest things to see are the things that we can’t see. 
Translate:
There’s things about ourselves that we are blind to,…

Translate:
…. that we are simply unable to look at about ourselves.  
Translate:
Many times a proud person isn’t aware of the fact that he is proud,….

Translate:
…. especially a person with low self-esteem.
Translate:
They may actually have an air of humility, and be proud of it! 
Translate:
They don’t think of themselves as being proud,…. 
Translate:
…..but the reason they feel emotional pain, is because their pride is hurt. 
Translate:
It’s the person with the little confidence or self-worth that feels bad when his pride is wounded.  
Translate:
If he had no pride, he wouldn’t have any low self-esteem.  
Translate:
 Ha! You can’t have low self-esteem without pride.  
Translate:
There is nothing to be injured. 
Translate:
The pride has passed away, if the pride has been crucified.  
Translate:
If you are crucified and dead in Christ, there is nothing left to be proud. 
Translate:
If you live a life guided by wisdom, it tells us in Proverbs 4:12, you won’t limp or stumble as you run.  
Translate:
Are you limping?  Are you stumbling?  Are you falling?  
Translate:
It’s because, according to the scripture, you are still alive in an attitude of pride.  
Translate:
Proverbs 16:5:  Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord.”  
Translate:
The Lord despises pride. 
Translate:
The Lord detests all the proud in heart.  
Translate:
We covered this recently. We talked about how there is so much emphasis in our world today about pride.  
Translate:
Black pride, white pride, school pride, company pride. …. 

Translate:
Advertisements tell us to be proud of our jobs, our homes, and our possessions…..

Translate:
They say you have got to have pride.  . 
Translate:
But the scripture tells us that God detests the proud of heart. 

Translate:
He resists them.  He actually sees to it that they are destroyed.  
Translate:
I Peter:  “Cloth yourself with humility.”  
Translate:
It tells us humility is honesty about our weaknesses.  
Translate:
“Cloth yourself with humility one toward another,….

Translate:
…. for God is opposed to the proud, but he gives grace to the humble.”  
Translate:
The proud man thinks he deserves the best place at the feast.” 
Translate:
 Jesus said when you go into the room, set yourself down at the end of the table. 
Translate:
He said if you set yourself up at the head of the table, there may come in someone that’s more worthy than you, ….

Translate:
….and then the master of the feast will have to embarrass you in front of everybody,….

Translate:
…. by saying, you will have to move down and let this person sit here.  
Translate:
But if you sit yourself at the end of the table,….

Translate:
…. then the master of the feast can bid you to come further up.  
Translate:
God gives grace to the humble. 
Translate:
God is opposed to the proud, but he gives grace to the humble.  
Translate:
He says, humble yourself, therefore, under the mighty hand of God and he will lift you up. 
Translate:
Actually, he is not lifting you up. He is lifting up his Son Jesus….

Translate:
….. because as you decrease, so that Jesus can increase,…. 
Translate:
…. then the Lord wants Jesus to be seen more clearly by the world.  
Translate:
Since you are the tent in which Jesus dwells, he grabs your tent….

Translate:
…. and he puts you out there where Jesus can be seen more clearly by the rest of the world.  
Translate:
Humble yourself therefore under the mighty hand of God, and He will lift you up.  

Translate:
Alleluia, pride is a devious thing.  
Translate:
It lies to us.  We walk around in a thing called false humility. 
Translate:
We pretend to be humble, and really all we are looking for is a pat on the back.  
Translate:
But that’s okay, because God knows how to humble us. 
Translate:
God knows how to show us our pride. 
Translate:
Are you falling a lot lately? Look for your pride.  
Translate:
That is what you have got to crucify. 
Translate:
That is what you have got to die to. 
Translate:
That’s your cross that you have to pick up and bear today. Alleluia. 
Translate:
Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling.

Translate:
This is Brother Stephen Keel and you have been listening to A Proverb A Day.

Translate:
I pray that this lesson has freed you to serve the Lord with true humility.
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