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Translate:    
The book of proverbs is both practical and spiritual at the same time.  

Translate:    
The lessons from the book of Proverbs causes us to think about spiritual things,…
Translate:    
….and also causes us to be concerned about day to day life,…. 

Translate:    
….the way we walk, the way we talk. 

Translate:    
The last time, we looked at the issue of pride. 

Translate:    
We talked about how God resists the proud.  

Translate:    
Today’s Proverb has a relationship to that.  

Translate:    
It talks about how we hear instruction,…. 

Translate:    
…..how we learn from other people. 

Translate:    
Usually it’s our pride that prevents us from listening to someone else. 

Translate:    
We take the attitude, “Well, I already know that.”  

Translate:    
As soon as we say in our heart, I already know that,…. 

Translate:    
…..we shut ourselves off from a blessing. 

Translate:    
We prevent ourselves from hearing…. 

Translate:    
…..what the Lord might be speaking to us through another person.  

Translate:    
Proverbs 16:20 tells us:  “He that handles a matter wisely shall find good,….
Translate:    
….and whoso trusts in the Lord, happy is he.”  

Translate:    
The good that we find is Jesus. 

Translate:    
The happiness that we have is the joy of the Lord. 
Translate:    
But what do you mean, “Handles a matter wisely.”?  

Translate:    
I think the King James Bible hasn’t given us as much insight as other modern translations. 

Translate:    
It says in the New International Version:  “Whoever gives heed to instruction, prospers.”  

Translate:    
And the New Living Testament says, “Those who listen to instruction will prosper.”  

Translate:    
Okay, handling a matter wisely consists apparently of listening to instruction,…. 

Translate:    
….taking heed to instruction, not saying I already know that, and shutting our minds off, 

Translate:    
…..but actually listening carefully to instructions. 

Translate:    
It requires crucifying our pride to listen.  

Translate:    
We have already in previous lessons looked at the injunction…. 

Translate:    
…..to get counselors to help us out, to protect us.  

Translate:    
Remember what we read in Proverbs 11:14? 

Translate:    
It says, “Without wise leadership a nation falls. 

Translate:    
With many counselors there is safety.”  

Translate:    
And that idea is repeated again in Proverbs 24:6:  

Translate:    
 “In the multitude of counselors, there is safety.”  

Translate:    
Well, we spent quite a bit of time making the point,….
Translate:    
…..that there is safety if you listen to Godly counsel. 

Translate:    
Psalm 1 told us not to sit in the seat of the counsel of the wicked,…. 

Translate:    
…..not to listen to the counsel of the wicked, but listen to Godly counsel.  

Translate:    
So we don’t take all instructions. 

Translate:    
We have to use discernment and judgment. 

Translate:    
We have to know who it is we are listening to.  

Translate:    
It is really easy for us to take instructions from the ungodly…. 

Translate:    
….because there is a lot of ungodly instruction out there in the world.  

Translate:    
How do we know if it is godly instruction or not?  

Translate:    
How do we know if it’s coming from the mind and heart of God? 

Translate:    
I can give you a very simple way of knowing.  

Translate:    
How many times when you go and ask for help in understanding something,… 

Translate:    
…..does someone open the Bible up and tell you it says such and such, …. 

Translate:    
….. and reads to you what the Lord says?  

Translate:    
Recently I have heard 2 testimonies of people received the Lord, …
Translate:    
…..and after they had been going to church for a long time,….. 

Translate:    
…..one of them for over a year and the other one for longer than that.  

Translate:    
They heard the gospel, so-called gospel.  

Translate:    
They heard people preach and read the scriptures,…..

. 
Translate:    

….but they hadn’t got WISE counsel.  

Translate:    
And they went to someone else, in each case,….
Translate:    
….who sat them down and opened up the Bible and read to them…. 

Translate:    
…..what the wisdom of God was,….. what the counsel of God was.
Translate:    

Not very many believers try this hard to get wisdom or counsel.  

Translate:    
I know that I’ve seen several church splits in my unfortunate days. 

Translate:    
It’s a terrible thing when churches split,….

Translate:    

 …and it is usually for carnal reasons, like who is in charge of something…..

Translate:    

…..or an issue about the building.    

Translate:    
But when the church splits, the one thing that is seemingly always absent,…. 

Translate:    
….is anyone who would open up the Bible and say “Hear what God says.”  

Translate:    
Almost all of the bickering and arguing in the church comes from one person taking a position…. 

Translate:    
……and another person taking an opposite position,…. 

Translate:    
…..and neither one of them ever looking to see what the Bible has to say. 

Translate:    
Well Proverbs 16:20 says that those who listen to instruction will prosper.  

Translate:    
And we know from our study in the book of Proverbs…. that this means Godly instruction.  

Translate:    
Those who listen to and obey the word will prosper.  

Translate:    
Those who listen to and follow the Lord’s instruction will be happy.  

Translate:    
That’s a very clear promise.  

Translate:    
We heard a few weeks ago in Proverbs 8 verses 32 and 33.  

Translate:    
“And so my children (This is wisdom speaking.), listen to me….
Translate:    
…..for happy are all who follow my ways.”  

Translate:    
“Listen to my counsel and be wise.  

Translate:    
Don’t forget it.”  

Translate:    
Are we listening to the counsel of the Godly?  

Translate:    
Does it come from the word of God?  

Translate:    
Jesus taught us how to pray.  

Translate:    
In the Lord’s prayer, he taught us to pray after this manner. 

Translate:    
This is the way to pray he said, “May your kingdom come soon. 

Translate:    
May your will be done here on earth.”  

Translate:    
I find it interesting that Jesus taught us to pray “may your will be done.”  

Translate:    
You could say to yourself, God’s will is always done.
Translate:    

Who can stop his will?  

Translate:    
Yet, he taught us to pray that way, 

Translate:    
….and then in the most intense prayer, just before His crucifixion,…. 

Translate:    
…..he prayed that way himself. 

Translate:    
When he was in the garden, when he had his disciples with him,…. 

Translate:    
……and he asked them to watch and pray,…. 

Translate:    
…..and they all fell asleep, it says he sweat blood. 

Translate:    
He prayed with great intensity and agony of soul,….. 

Translate:    
…..and right in the middle of that prayer, he said,…. 

Translate:    
…..“My Father if this cup can not be taken away until I drink of it,….. 

Translate:    
YOUR WILL BE DONE.”  

Translate:    
I think this idea of God’s will being done,….

Translate:    

….is the first thing that we need to understand before we can hear his instructions.  

Translate:    
We have to have decided in advance that it is not my will that I want done.  

Translate:    
I want to know what God has to say. 

Translate:    
I want to know what God wants to do.  

Translate:    
I want to hear his instructions.  

Translate:    
If we approach God with any kind of instruction in our mind already made up,….. 

Translate:    
….we can’t be instructed by him.
Translate:    

We have to lay down our own desires in order to know his desires.
Translate:    
Psalm 81, King David had an understanding regarding that.  

Translate:    
David is speaking as the voice of God in these verses.
Translate:    
It’s like a prophecy coming out of his mouth.  

Translate:    
Hear what he says, because it applies to you and me today.  

Translate:    
“Oh that my people would listen to me…..  

Translate:    
Oh, that Israel would follow me, walking in my paths.  

Translate:    
How quickly I would bend to subdue their enemies.  

Translate:    
How soon my hands would be upon their foes.”  

Translate:    
That sounds like there’s a very good reason for listening to the instruction of God,…. 

Translate:    
…to say, Father, not my will, but your will be done.  

Translate:    
Because there is a promise associated with it,….  

Translate:    
….we have victory over our enemies!  

Translate:    
We talk about this subject quite often.  

Translate:    
I mentioned it the other day:…. 

Translate:    
…..the heart that is in tune with God,…. having a heart that’s upright, 

Translate:    
…..that walks the pathway of uprightness.  

Translate:    
That heart is open to God’s instruction. 

Translate:    
That heart is in tune with God. 

Translate:    
And the promise here is “How quickly then would I subdue their enemies.  

Translate:    
How soon my hands would be upon their foes.”  

Translate:    
David was constantly thinking about the word of God and the instruction of God. 

Translate:    
The whole of Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the Bible, talks about the law of God,….
Translate:    
…..the word of God, the instruction of God, the wisdom of God.  

Translate:    
Let me pick out 2 verses to demonstrate this. 
Translate:    
David said, “I thought about my ways, and turned my feet unto your testimonies. 

Translate:    
I made haste and I delayed not to keep your commandments. 

Translate:    
The bands of the wicked robbed me, but I’ve not forgotten YOUR LAW.” 

Translate:    
You know there are 2 kinds of Christian experiences. 

Translate:    
One of them is cultural and traditional,…. 

Translate:    
…..and the other one is all wrapped up in the word of God. 

Translate:    
Think about your own Christian experience.  

Translate:    
Is your Christianity primarily getting together with people,…. 

Translate:    
….who basically say and to the same things over and over again for years,…. 

Translate:    
…..or are you deeply interested in the instruction that comes from God through the word of God? 

Translate:    
The word of God is a deep well, filled with living water.  

Translate:    
There is so much to drink that’s in it.  

Translate:    
If you are a regular listener to A Proverb A Day, you know we have been drinking out of that well. 

Translate:    
We get to investigate and consider and discover so many things,…. 

Translate:    
…..as we go verse by verse through the book of Proverbs.  

Translate:    
It’s luscious. It’s rich.  

Translate:    
Tomorrow we will discover that it’s sweet. 

Translate:    
We are going to talk about the sweetness of God’s commandments.  

Translate:    
David said that he chased after the commandments of God.
Translate:    
He made his feet run toward the testimonies of God. 

Translate:    
Our Christian life can have the word of God at the forefront of it, ….
Translate:    
…..but it’s easier sometimes, to go do the thing that feels good,…. 

Translate:    
….that gets us a little bit happy for the moment,…. 

Translate:    
…..but not as joyously happy as God wants us to be. 

Translate:    
For us to go on, it is impossible unless we take up our cross and follow Jesus.  

Translate:    
We have to let go of that prideful thing that says 

Translate:    
“Well I have already heard that, so I don’t need to listen.” 

Translate:    
And we have to follow the Lord.  

Translate:    
Father, not my will be done, but your will be done.  

Translate:    
Jesus says clearly if you cling to your own life, you will lose it,…. 

Translate:    
….but if you will give it up for me, you will find it.  

Translate:    
I pray that you will find it today.

Translate:       
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate:       
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate:       
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate:          http://www.radioencuentro.com 

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
