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Translate here:
Did you ever have someone say to you, 

Translate here:
“Seems right to me”?  

Translate here:
And then you went ahead and did it,….. 

Translate here:
……and it turned out to be a disaster? 

Translate here:
Well that idea of “Seems right to me” is found in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:
Proverbs 16:25:  it tells us, “There is a way that seems right to a man.”  

Translate here:
It’s rather common for things to seem like they’re okay. 
Translate here:
We often decide to do what appears to be okay. 

Translate here:
“But the end thereof are the ways of death.”  

Translate here:
This is rather scary.  

Translate here:
And the New International Version of Proverbs 6:25 says, 

Translate here:
“There’s a way that seems right to a man, …
Translate here:
…..but in the end, it leads to death.”  

Translate here:
And the New Living Testament tells us, 

Translate here:
“There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death.”  

Translate here:
Today we are really considering what it is to fear God. 

Translate here:
The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom, ….
Translate here:
….and when we fear God, 

Translate here:
….we had best fear ourselves at the same time,

Translate here:
I mean, to fear how bad we could possibly become. 

Translate here:
……because there is a way that seems right to a man 

Translate here:
…..and the end thereof is death.  

Translate here:
How did it get to be that way?  

Translate here:
I think the answer is clearly found in Jeremiah chapter 17 verse 9.  

Translate here:
It tells us something about the human heart.  

Translate here:
Now there’s a basic controversy here about the human heart.  

Translate here:
Our country (America) is caught up in the grips of this controversy.  

Translate here:
Not everybody agrees with the Bible ….
Translate here:
…..about what the Bible has to say about the human heart.  

Translate here:
What we are dealing with is in Bible terms,….. 

Translate here:
…..“The doctrine of original sin”.  

Translate here:
Did somehow Adam’s mistake in the garden actually affect your heart and my heart? 

Translate here:
If we all descended from one man, Adam,…..
Translate here:
…..then we are like him.

Translate here:
We inherited his character and nature.

Translate here:
His imperfect and flawed nature became ours.

Translate here:
If this is so, then we can agree with the scripture. 

Translate here:
The scripture says that “all men have sinned….. 

Translate here:
……and fallen short of the glory of God. 

Translate here:
There is not one that is righteous. 

Translate here:
No, not one.”  

Translate here:
Well, that’s Bible language. 

Translate here:
That’s the way the Bible talks about it,…… 

Translate here:
…..but in our school systems today 

Translate here:
….and in popular philosophy and psychology, 

Translate here:
…..there is this idea that everybody is born with a good heart, 

Translate here:
……and the only thing that causes them to act bad are the influences around them.

Translate here:

……influences of poverty, their surroundings,….. 

Translate here:
……influences of the home that they live in,….. 

Translate here:
……the political system that they are in,….. 

Translate here:
…..their association of friends. 

Translate here:
Now I am not denying
 that economy and associations….. 

Translate here:
……and friends have a profound influence on our behavior, 

Translate here:
……but I believe the scripture teaches 

Translate here:
…..that there is yet a more profound influence on our behavior, 

Translate here:
…..and that is the condition of our heart.  

Translate here:
One man Adam sinned….. 

Translate here:
…….and that infected the hearts of every man that has been born since then.  

Translate here:
Jeremiah’s statement about it, makes it very clear to me what it is…..
Translate here:
…..that causes us to fall into a trap.  

Translate here:
The trap is, “there’s a way that seems right to a man, 

Translate here:
……but the end thereof are the ways of death.”  

Translate here:
That’s a trap.  We fall into the trap. 

Translate here:
Things seem okay.  

Translate here:
How did it get to be that way?  

Translate here:
Adam sinned.  We have a wicked heart.  

Translate here:
Jeremiah describes that heart.  

Translate here:
Jeremiah chapter 17 verses 9 and 10:  

Translate here:
“The human heart is most deceitful and desperately wicked.”  

Translate here:
It doesn’t say the human heart is a little bit out of order.  

Translate here:
It says that it is desperately wicked.  

Translate here:
Who really knows how bad it is?  

Translate here:
The Lord knows.  He searches all hearts and examines secret motives…..  

Translate here:
….and he gives people their due rewards 

Translate here:
The Lord knows how wicked the human heart is.  

Translate here:
It was, after all, the wickedness of the human heart that caused Jesus to die on the cross.  

Translate here:
He died that our wicked hearts might be fixed,…. 

Translate here:
…..that they might be repaired,….. 

Translate here:
…..that we might have a new heart,…. 

Translate here:
……a heart of flesh instead of a heart of stone,….. 

Translate here:
…..that we may have the very heart of God,….. 

Translate here:
…..the attitudes, feelings and affections of the Lord Jesus himself.  

Translate here:
We have a heart of flesh…..  

Translate here:
….not a hardened heart that doesn’t understand.  

Translate here:
If we are a born-again believer, if we are a Christian,…. 

Translate here:
…..we have the heart of God.  

Translate here:
A war exists between the heart or mind of God in me, and my own wicked heart.

Translate here:
I have to deal with that war every day of my life.  

Translate here:
My goal is to have Jesus rule and reign in my heart,… 

Translate here:
…..that the heart of God will have victory over the heart that I was born with.  

Translate here:
So there is a battle. 
Translate here:
One part of us that’s holy, seeks after righteousness, peace and joy,…. 

Translate here:
…..versus the other part of us that is wicked,…. desperately wicked.
Translate here:
It’s because of this battle that we often find ourselves in a situation,…. 

Translate here:
…..where there is a way that seems right to a man, but the end thereof is death.
Translate here:
In Philippians 2:12 we are taught to work out our salvation with fear and trembling. 

Translate here:
The answer is to buy the truth.  

Translate here:
We have to own the truth about the wickedness of our own heart. 

Translate here:
Proverbs 23:23:  that ought to be an easy one to remember, 23:23 says, ….
Translate here:
“Buy the truth and sell it not.”  

Translate here:
That is very straight forward.  

Translate here:
Buy the truth and sell it not.  

Translate here:
The truth is that our heart is desperately wicked. 

Translate here:
It’s because of the wickedness of our heart that we ignore the criticism,…. 

Translate here:
…..that we are unable to listen to instruction.  

Translate here:
We talked this week about the value of listening to instruction.  

Translate here:
Proverbs tells you, if you ignore criticism,…. 

Translate here:
…..you will end up in poverty and disgrace.  

Translate here:
If you accept criticism,…. 

Translate here:
……you will….you WILL…you will be honored.  

Translate here:
But while that’s true, it is also true that it is pleasant to see dreams fulfilled.  

Translate here:
I am reading now from Proverbs chapter 13 verse 18.  

Translate here:
“It is pleasant to see dreams come true.  

Translate here:
But fools will not turn from evil to obtain them.”
Translate here:
He looks forward to his evil plans coming true. 

Translate here:
You see, there’s a way that seems right to a man,… 

Translate here:
…..so he dreams and he steps into his dream,….. 

Translate here:
….and the dream begins to become true,….. 

Translate here:
…..and he feels so good about the fact that this dream is coming true.  

Translate here:
Even if it’s wrong, he continues to pursue it,…. 

Translate here:
…..because it is pleasant to see dreams come true.  

Translate here:
The Living Bible said that’s why it’s so hard to give these plans up,…. 

Translate here:
…..even when they are wrong, 

Translate here:
……because it is pleasant to see them come to pass.  

Translate here:
Everybody likes to dream and see their dreams come to pass.  

Translate here:
It’s a good feeling, 

Translate here:
……even if the things you are dreaming about are contrary to the purposes of God.  

Translate here:
There’s a way that seems right to a man,….. 

Translate here:
…..but the end thereof is the way of death.  

Translate here:
I suppose it’s possible to give a few examples of this snare, that ends in death.  

Translate here:
I think perhaps one of the scariest ones, 

Translate here:
….really scary,…. is to get involved in religious ways.  

Translate here:
You see, there are traditions of religion that seem right to us. 

Translate here:
Everybody else is doing it.  

Translate here:
We got patted on the back when we participated,…. 

Translate here:
…..but it’s not right.  

Translate here:
We wondered if it was wrong, but it seems right.  

Translate here:
But the end thereof is death.  

Translate here:
Hear the word of the Lord from Titus chapter 1 verses 15 and 16: 

Translate here:
It tells us everything is pure to those whose hearts are pure, …..
Translate here:
…..but nothing is pure to those who are corrupt and unbelieving, 

Translate here:
…..because their minds and consciences are defiled.  

Translate here:
Such people claim they know God,….. 

Translate here:
…..but they deny him by the way they live. 

Translate here:
They are despicable and disobedient, worthless for doing anything good.  

Translate here:
Do you know somebody like that?  

Translate here:
Well I think we all know somebody like that,…. 

Translate here:
…..somebody that claims to know God, but is really a hypocrite, 

Translate here:
……and only acts a little bit Godly when they come to the church meeting,….. 

Translate here:
…..but outside of the church meeting,  ooooh, anything goes.  

Translate here:
Their tongue doesn’t speak words of grace. 

Translate here:
The things that they lust after don’t edify and build the kingdom of God. 

Translate here:
They lust after the things of the world. 

Translate here:
We all know people like that.  

Translate here:
But what about you?  

Translate here:
What about me?  

Translate here:
What about my claims to know God? 

Translate here:
We should be fearing the Lord.  

Translate here:
We should be buying the truth about ourselves.  

Translate here:
We should look carefully at our desperately wicked heart 

Translate here:
…..that lies to us and leads us into pathways that seem right to us, 

Translate here:
…..but the end thereof is death.  

Translate here:
Our goal is to have our conscience cleared by the Holy Spirit,….. 

Translate here:
…..sprinkled as it says in Hebrews,…. 

Translate here:
……to have our conscience sprinkled with the blood of God,…. 

Translate here:
…..given a new heart, a new mind.  

Translate here:
This is the way of the cross. 

Translate here:
Be cautious of the flesh.  

Translate here:
Seek after the things of the spirit.

Translate here:
Know what’s of the Spirit by the way it agrees with the word of God. 

Translate here:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:  
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:  

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:  http://www.radioencuentro.com 

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
