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Translate here:  

If you have listened to A Proverb A Day regularly,…. 

Translate here:  

…..you know that one of the things that we always do,…. 

Translate here:  

…..is approach the Bible from more than one translation.  

Translate here:  

We are studying the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

Today we are in Proverbs 16:26.  

Translate here:  

The King James Version of this proverb is difficult to understand.  

Translate here:  

But when we read it in the more modern translations, it makes more sense.  

Translate here:  

Yet, it is not enough to have a verse make only natural sense.  

Translate here:  

We need to know the spiritual sense of what God is saying.  

Translate here:  

And that can only come as the Holy Spirit quickens our minds and spirits,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and gives us the ability to see what he is trying to say to us.  

Translate here:  

Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs 16:26.  

Translate here:  

“He that labors, labors for himself,…. 

Translate here:  

…..for his mouth craves it of him.”  

Translate here:  

Now that, Brothers and Sisters in Christ, is fairly obscure.  

Translate here:  

“His mouth craves it of him”?  

Translate here:  

 “He that labors, labors for himself.”?  

Translate here:  

I think we need insight or understanding about what is being said here,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and by the way, if you have a hard time understanding the Bible…. 

Translate here:  

….because the verses don’t make sense to you,….. 

Translate here:  

…..I strongly recommend that you buy a modern translation.  

Translate here:  

Buy a parallel Bible, if you can.  

Translate here:  

One of the reasons I am able to read both the King James Version of the Bible…. 

Translate here:  

…..and the Living Bible at the same time, is that I actually have a parallel Bible.  

Translate here:  

Both Bibles are contained in the same book.  

Translate here:  

So as I am reading in the King James Version in one column,….. 

Translate here:  

……in the column right next to it is the Living Bible.  

Translate here:  

And I can look back and forth between the two Bibles to help gain understanding…… 

Translate here:  

…..regarding what the Lord is trying to say.

Translate here:  

I can compare the old English expressions, such as “his mouth craves it of him” 

Translate here:  

…..to the more modern translations of today. 

Translate here:  

So I strongly recommend a parallel Bible.
Translate here:  

Let’s look at what the New American Standard Bible has to say about Proverbs 16:26.  

Translate here:  

“A worker’s appetite works for him,…. 

Translate here:  

…..for his hunger urges him on.”  

Translate here:  

Well that translation is a little clearer.  

Translate here:  

“A worker’s appetite works for him.”  

Translate here:  

“He that labors, labors for himself.  

Translate here:  

But it is still not quite as clear as it could be.  

Translate here:  

Let’s look at it in the New Living Testament.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 16:26.   “It is good for workers to have an appetite. 

Translate here:  

An empty stomach drives them on.” 

Translate here:  

 (ah) “for his mouth craves it of him.”  

Translate here:  

An empty stomach drives him on.  

Translate here:  

His hunger urges him on.  

Translate here:  

Well, I can understand this now. 

Translate here:  

We go to work, because if we don’t go to work, we don’t eat.  

Translate here:  

Paul clearly tells Timothy, “If you don’t work, you don’t eat.”  

Translate here:  

So that is what this is talking about, or is it?  

Translate here:  

Or is there something more here? 

Translate here:  

Is it merely talking about the need to get up and go to our job this morning? 

Translate here:  

Or is there something more significant that’s being referred to here?  

Translate here:  

I believe there is.  

Translate here:  

If you’ve  listen to A Proverb A Day regularly, ….
Translate here:  

….you might recall that wherever we talk about labor or work…. 

Translate here:  

….the Lord usually has me, talking about laboring in the fields of the Lord.  

Translate here:  

Usually it has me talking about being a worker in the Kingdom.  

Translate here:  

The reason for this is that I see in the scripture that we weren’t saved only to be saved.  

Translate here:  

Every one of us was saved to become what the Lord wanted us to be in the Kingdom.  

Translate here:  

In Ephesians, it tells us that each of us has a work, a work….   

Translate here:  

You have a work to do that was pre-ordained before the beginning of time. 

Translate here:  

The Lord created you to accomplish something in his Kingdom.  

Translate here:  

He gave you gifts.  

Translate here:  

He gave you obstacles to overcome, to create specific strengths in your life,… 

Translate here:  

…..so that you could go forth and do specific works.  

Translate here:  

We are not called only to be saved….
Translate here:  

…..although being saved is a wonderful thing.   

Translate here:  

We are called to work in the Kingdom.  

Translate here:  

Having that in mind, now let’s think about a worker’s appetite working for him, 

Translate here:  

….. “his hunger urging him on.”  

Translate here:  

A spiritual worker should have spiritual hunger. 

Translate here:  

Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount… 

Translate here:  

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst for righteousness,… 

Translate here:  

…..for they shall be filled.”  Praise the Lord! 

Translate here:  

Blessed! Happy are those that are hungry for righteousness,…. 

Translate here:  

…..that have an appetite for righteousness.”  

Translate here:  

Do you have an appetite for righteousness today?  

Translate here:  

Are you thirsty for the things of the Kingdom?  

Translate here:  

David in the Psalms at one point said,… 

Translate here:  

….“Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

Translate here:  

Blessed is the man that trusts in him.”  

Translate here:  

I think one of the reasons that people are not hungry, is because they haven’t tasted.  

Translate here:  

They have never sat down at the banqueting table where his banner over us is love.  

Translate here:  

They have not communed in sweet fellowship with the Lord.  

Translate here:  

They haven’t had the experience of dining with Jesus. 

Translate here:  

You know if you have been to a good restaurant,….. 

Translate here:  

….where the chef has prepared the finest foods for men to eat.  

Translate here:  

If you have acquired an appetite for that food,…. 

Translate here:  

…..then you hunger for it.  

Translate here:  

After World War I, the soldiers sang a song that said, 

Translate here:  

“How are you going to keep them down on the farm, after they have seen Paris?”  

Translate here:  

That was referring to the American soldiers having gone to Paris.

Translate here:  

They left the farmlands to travel to Europe,

Translate here:  

Grant it, it was during wartime, ….
Translate here:  

…..but nonetheless, they got outside of their home and country,....  

Translate here:  

….and they saw that there were other ways of living, 

Translate here:  

that there were other possibilities in life.  

Translate here:  

That’s what most of us need to do in the Lord. 

Translate here:  

We need to get outside of our surroundings. 

Translate here:  

We need to visit outside of where we were born,….
Translate here:  

…..and experience things outside of our normal experience.

Translate here:  

We might even move some place else. 

Translate here:  

We need to taste some of this fantastic meal that God has prepared for us.  

Translate here:  

If you have only attended your own congregation,…. 

Translate here:  

….. or the sister church that is exactly like your own church…. 

Translate here:  

…..then that’s like eating only the foods that grow where you live.

Translate here:  

You need a balanced diet.  

Translate here:  

You need to eat some of the other delicacies that the Lord has prepared for you.  

Translate here:  

I strongly encourage you to get outside of your “box” sometimes. 

Translate here:  

Get outside of your circle of friends and lifestyle.  

Translate here:  

There’s a story that I am aware of about how to catch a mouse or rat, 

Translate here:  

You see, mice and rats live inside of their “comfort zone”.  

Translate here:  

They will only go so far from their nests to get food and water….. 

Translate here:  

…..and then they go back to their nests. 

Translate here:  

If you want to kill a rat, what you do is you find out where his food or his water is 

Translate here:  

And then if you move it too far, he won’t go outside of his comfort zone.  

Translate here:  

You move it a little bit; 

Translate here:  

finally he will go far enough away that you can catch him.

Translate here:  

That’s different from a rat trap 

Translate here:  

Well I am not suggesting that you get caught by anybody but by the Holy Ghost.  

Translate here:  

I am not suggesting that you get outside of your comfort zone in order to get hurt.  

Translate here:  

I am saying get outside of your comfort zone in order to get blessed.  

Translate here:  

Go eat some of the delicacies that the Lord has for you. 

Translate here:  

Develop a hunger and thirst for righteousness that is greater than you already have. 

Translate here:  

It’s a big world.  It’s a wonderful meal.  

Translate here:  

There are delicacies available to us that we should seek after, …..
Translate here:  

…..and then, you see, a worker’s appetite works for him, 

Translate here:  

…..for his hunger urges him on.  

Translate here:  

See, you might have a very limited view about what you can do in Christ,… 

Translate here:  

….but often that limited view is based on what others about you are doing,… 

Translate here:  

…and what you have ever done. 

Translate here:  

And until you have started contacting new people in the body of Christ,…. 

Translate here:  

…..getting involved in new works and new moves,…. 

Translate here:  

….and new meetings, you will never gain a greater vision…. 

Translate here:  

….or a greater hunger for what is possible for you in Christ.  

Translate here:  

This is a challenge to me also.  

Translate here:  

I like living in my comfort zone.  

Translate here:  

I like to go to the same meeting Sunday after Sunday,… 

Translate here:  

….and sort of rest in it…. 

Translate here:  

….but Jesus said, “Go into all the world.”  

\ 

Translate here:  

He said, “Go ye into all the world.”  

Translate here:  

He didn’t say to go only to your regular local meeting.  

Translate here:  

He said, “Go ye into ALL the world.”  

Translate here:  

I commend you to visit a church of another race.
Translate here:  

 I am not saying that you go there necessarily to join that church,…. 

Translate here:  

….but you need to go there, and see how they worship the Lord. 

Translate here:  

You need to go and experience what it is that they do in that other church, 

Translate here:  

…..and I recommend that for everyone.  

Translate here:  

People from so-called high churches going to what they call low churches.  

Translate here:  

I am kind of a low-church person myself.  

Translate here:  

I get a little more emotional in the low church. 

Translate here:  

In the high church, they stay a little more rational, maybe quieter.  

Translate here:  

They are full of high ideas,… 

Translate here:  

….but sometimes people who are emotional need to get around people with high ideas.  

Translate here:  

Get hungry and be urged to work in the kingdom. 

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

