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Translate here:  

When I finished A Proverb A Day the last time, I heard myself saying, 

Translate here:  

“I am not trying to get on your case.  God is.”  

Translate here:  

Well that could be said again today also.  

Translate here:  

It is not my intention to point fingers at things in your life that need to be fixed,… 

Translate here:  

….but it is God’s intention to do that,… 

Translate here:  

….and that’s why I think is he brought us to Proverbs chapter 16 verse 27. 

Translate here:  

Here is an issue today that needs to be dealt with…. 

Translate here:  

…..in our lives and in the lives of the Christian community. 

Translate here:  

It won’t take long for you to understand that this is the word of the Lord.  

Translate here:  

Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs 16:27 through 28. 

Translate here:  

“An ungodly man digs up evil,… 

Translate here:  

….and in his lips there is a burning fire.  

Translate here:  

A froward man sows strife,…. 

Translate here:  

….and a whisperer separates chief friends.”  

Translate here:  

Even though that is the old language of the King James Version of the Bible,… 

Translate here:  

…..I think we already know what it is talking about.

Translate here:  

A whisperer, a rebel, an ungodly man digging up evil.  

Translate here:  

Lips burning as fire.  Sowing of strife.  

Translate here:  

These things happen today.  

Translate here:  

This book was written about 3000 years ago, and the heart of man has not changed. 

Translate here:  

The heart of man is still given to digging up evil.  

Translate here:  

Have you dug up any evil lately?  

Translate here:  

….and having dug it up, did you then tell somebody else about it?  

Translate here:  

Did you sew the seeds of the words about their evil?  

Translate here:  

Did you sew strife?  Did you whisper about someone? 

Translate here:  

…..and did your whispering cause friends to have their friendship hurt?  

Translate here:  

A whisperer separates chief friends, it tells us.  

Translate here:  

Now I’ll read Proverbs 16:27 through 28 from the New International Version.  

Translate here:  

“A scoundrel plots evil and his speech is like a scorching fire.  

Translate here:  

A perverse man stirs up dissention, and a gossip separates close friends.”  

Translate here:  

Well, in that particular reading, the word that sticks out to me is the word “gossip”.  

Translate here:  

A gossip! Someone with lips that are like a burning fire,… 

Translate here:  

….that have to dig up evil and tell every bad thing that they have heard about someone.  

Translate here:  

We can look at it in the New American Standard Bible.  

Translate here:  

It will say basically the same thing, but it’s worth repeating. 

Translate here:  

So let’s do it again.  Proverbs 16:27 through 28.  “A worthless man digs up evil.” 

Translate here:  

Here we thought we were doing the community a favor by digging up this evil.  

Translate here:  

“You know I was out there gossiping,…. 
Translate here:  

….and I thought I was helping by telling everybody.” 

Translate here:  

Well, actually what I did was, I satisfied the itching ears of people that wanted to hear the gossip.  

Translate here:  

Gossip cannot occur without somebody to listen to it.  

Translate here:  

There has to be the tongue of fire and the itching ear,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and itching ears are very common.  

Translate here:  

They want to hear gossip,… they long for it,…. they have an appetite….  

Translate here:  

Yesterday we talked about having an appetite for God,…. 

Translate here:  

…..having an appetite for righteousness and holiness,…. 

Translate here:  

….but some people have itching ears,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and they have an appetite for gossip.  

Translate here:  

A worthless man digs up evil, while his words are like scorching fire.  

Translate here:  

A perverse man spreads strife and a slanderer separates intimate friends.  

Translate here:  

Now so far we are not talking about the answer to this problem.  

Translate here:  

But we are describing the problem.  

Translate here:  

Let’s listen to it one more time from the New Living Testament.  

Translate here:  

It says, “Scoundrels hunt for scandal.”  

Translate here:  

Ah!  “Their words are a destructive blaze.  

Translate here:  

A troublemaker plants seeds of strife.  

Translate here:  

Gossip separates the best of friends.”  

Translate here:  

I don’t know who this applies to, of all of you listening to this program,…. 

Translate here:  

….but I know that many of you are guilty of spreading gossip.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 10:12 says, “Hatred stirs up quarrels, but love covers all offences.”  

Translate here:  

We are getting close to the answer to this gossip problem, Brothers and Sisters in Christ.  

Translate here:  

We are getting close.  You see, Jesus knows the wickedness of our heart.  

Translate here:  

He knows the frailty of our human condition.  

Translate here:  

He had Jeremiah write and tell us that the heart is desperately wicked.  

Translate here:  

Desperately wicked!  Alleluia!  

Translate here:  

It’s not that some of us are good and some of us are bad.  

Translate here:  

We are all bad.  Alleluia!  

Translate here:  

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of the God.  

Translate here:  

Every one of us from preacher to prophet to poet…. 

Translate here:  

Everyone of us has the potential for sin.  

Translate here:  

Satan is like a lion resting outside of our door.  

Translate here:  

He is seeking those he can devour.  

Translate here:  

Temptations surround us, and we in our human nature are subject to temptation, 

Translate here:  

….but there is an answer;   Love.  Love covers all offences.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 16:6 tells us that unfailing love and faithfulness cover sin.  

Translate here:  

Unfailing love and faithfulness cover sin.  

Translate here:  

Now we are going to have to deal with the problem of gossip.  

Translate here:  

The problem is a little leaven leavens the whole lump.
Translate here:  

That means a little yeast in the flour makes the whole loaf of bread rise when baked.  

Translate here:  

It’s been said that a bad apple can spoil the whole barrel.  

Translate here:  

That’s true regarding the church also.  

Translate here:  

God wants a perfect bride, a bride that’s without blemish.  

Translate here:  

He wants a church that has made herself beautiful,…. 

Translate here:  

…..that’s prepared herself for the wedding ceremony.  Alleluia, 

Translate here:  

….so it is necessary to cleanse the spots from the bride’s gown. 

Translate here:  

There are times when we have to rebuke and correct with all authority.  

Translate here:  

God doesn’t tolerate sin.  He deals with it.  

Translate here:  

He has an answer for sin.  Love covers sin.  

Translate here:  

So we find ourselves in a little bit of a tension here. 

Translate here:  

Yes, there are bad things happening.  

Translate here:  

But what’s our attitude toward that person?  Is our attitude one of indignation?  

Translate here:  

Is our attitude one of judgment,….

Translate here:  

…..and a desire to pull them down so that we can lift ourselves up?  

Translate here:  

That’s usually what gossip is all about, you know.   

Translate here:  

“I want to talk about his failings, so I can feel better about myself.  

Translate here:  

Well, he did such and such, but I’m clean.”  

Translate here:  

Well maybe you are and maybe you are not,…. 

Translate here:  

…..because the scripture says that a scoundrel digs up evil,…. 

Translate here:  

…..so maybe you are not as clean as you thought you were. 

Translate here:  

Your error is your self-righteously pointing out the error in other person.  

Translate here:  

So, yes, sin does need to be dealt with.  

Translate here:  

But right now we are dealing with the sin of slander, the sin of gossip, 

Translate here:  

…..the lack of love, the inability to look at how weak the other person is, even as I am weak.  

Translate here:  

First Corinthians 13 verse 1.  “If I could speak in any language in heaven or earth, 

Translate here:  

…..but didn’t love others, I would be only making meaningless noise 
Translate here:  

…..like a loud gong or a clanging cymbal.”  

Translate here:  

Remember, unfailing love and faithfulness cover sin. 

Translate here:  

They hide sin.  

Translate here:  

Listen again in I Corinthians as we talk about love.  

Translate here:  

It says love is patient and kind.  

Translate here:  

Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude.  

Translate here:  

Love does not demand its own way.  

Translate here:  

Love is not irritable. 

Translate here:  

And it keeps no record of when it has been wronged.  

Translate here:  

It is never glad about injustice, but rejoices whenever the truth wins out.”  

Translate here:  

Gossip usually is associated with rudeness, jealousy, pride.  

Translate here:  

You see, it’s the scoundrel that gossips,… 

Translate here:  

…..but usually his gossip is fueled by his pride.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 11:13 tells us that a gossiping person goes places and tells secrets,…. 

Translate here:  

….but those who are trustworthy can keep a confidence.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 20:19 tells us the same thing: that a gossip tells secrets…. 

Translate here:  

…..so don’t hang around with someone who talks too much. 

Translate here:  

Proverbs 26:20 says it this way,…. “Fire goes out for lack of fuel,… 

Translate here:  

…..and quarrels disappear when gossip stops.”  

Translate here:  

Well, apparently the book of Proverbs is seriously concerned about this issue of gossip.  

Translate here:  

How can we avoid it?  

Translate here:  

How can we get healed from it?  

Translate here:  

I believe that the only way we can be healed from being a gossip is recognizing the truth about ourselves. 

Translate here:  

That other guy might be bad, but I am just as bad.  

Translate here:  

I too have feet of clay.  

Translate here:  

I too have one of those hearts that’s disparately wicked, ….
Translate here:  

…..and my attitude is not to go around telling stories about him,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but I am governed by the word of God. 

Translate here:  

The word of God tells me in Galatians chapter 6 verse 1:  

Translate here:  

“Brethren, you that are spiritual, if you see another overtaken in a fault,… 

Translate here:  

…..go to him in a spirit of humility, 
Translate here:  

…..being careful lest you fall to the same problem that he has.”  

Translate here:  

Ah, that sounds like love to me.  

Translate here:  

Not having love causes us to have lips of fire, breathing words of gossip.  

Translate here:  

But love has us go directly to the person and say,…   

Translate here:  

….“You know it’s obvious to me and others that you have lost your love for your wife,… 

Translate here:  

…..or that you don’t support your children with your love and instruction….
Translate here:  

…..and that is why they are running around, doing what it is that they are doing.  

Translate here:  

How can you speak to them?  Humbly and prayerfully. 

Translate here:  

It is better to speak TO them, than speak ABOUT them.

Translate here:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:  
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:  
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:     http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

