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Translate here:  

Yesterday we were talking about casting lots.

Translate here:  

Proverbs 16:33 says, “The lot is cast in the lap, but how it falls is determined by God.”
Translate here:  

And then we got thinking about the fact that some people have tobacco allotments… 

Translate here:  

….and they are better off financially than other people,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and that may bother us a little bit.  

Translate here:  

Sometimes in the past, it’s bothered me.  I am like David.  

Translate here:  

You know, I say, why to the wicked prosper, Lord?  

Translate here:  

Why is it that the other people have these things, and that I don’t have them?  

Translate here:  

And guess what, I start getting a little impatient with God… 

Translate here:  

….and then my garland of grace that I might have worn,…. 

Translate here:  

….the crown of glory that I could have had that we talked about,….
Translate here:  

…..begins to slip away from me, because I am outside of faith.  

Translate here:  

I am outside of understanding.  

Translate here:  

Well, we saw that the Israelites’ land was divided up by lot.  

Translate here:  

There was an inheritance that was given to each tribe… 

Translate here:  

….by the casting and the rolling of the dice,…. 

Translate here:  

….that according to Proverbs 16:33, were controlled by the hand of God himself.  

Translate here:  

God is infinitely and in great detail involved with who gets each allotment.
Translate here:  

Now our challenge is to see things the way God sees things. 

Translate here:  

What is the Lord’s purpose in some people getting the big inheritance,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and some people not getting much at all?  

Translate here:  

What is God’s purpose? 

Translate here:  

Well, marching on in the book of Proverbs, we come to Proverbs chapter 17 verse 1,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and we hear something different about prosperity….
Translate here:  

…..and let’s see if possibly it answers some of these questions. 

Translate here:  

The King James Version says,  “Better is a dry morsel in quietness therewith,….

Translate here:  

….than a house full of sacrifices with strife.”  

Translate here:  

Hmmm, well, we had better read that in another translation to get more understanding.  

Translate here:  

The New American Standard Version says, “Better is a dry morsel and quietness with it,….

Translate here:  

….than a house filled with feasting with strife.”  

Translate here:  

Let’s keep going.  Let’s take a look at the New International Version. 

Translate here:  

“Better a dry crust with peace and quiet, than a houseful of feasting with strife.”
Translate here:  

The “crust” means a small dry, stale, piece of old bread. 
Translate here:  

None of us want to eat it unless there is nothing else to eat. 

Translate here:  

Yet musty stale bread eaten in peace is better than an expensive meal eaten with strife.

Translate here:  

See, now we are getting to something here. And I have noticed something.  

Translate here:  

Not everybody who received the big allotment, the big piece of land is necessarily happy.  

Translate here:  

There are many people living in big houses, driving fancy cars… 

Translate here:  

…. for whom the dice rolled high, who have not embraced the true riches….. 

Translate here:  

….that Christ spoke about, when he said that ‘Your life consists of more than what you own.’  

Translate here:  

It’s a rich relationship with God that really counts, that really matters.  

Translate here:  

And very often the people that for whom the dice roll, when they got the allotment,… 

Translate here:  

….they live in homes filled with strife, anger, and tension…. 

Translate here:  

…..between the father and the son, the husband and the wife.  

Translate here:  

The wisdom of Proverbs tells us that it is better to have a dry crust of bread with peace and quiet,….
Translate here:  

….than a house full of feasting with strife.   

Translate here:  

You know, God’s ways are not man’s ways.  

Translate here:  

What man considers to be the best, isn’t necessarily what God considers to be best. 

Translate here:  

Sometimes when the lot doesn’t go our way, what it results in is brokenness and humility. 

Translate here:  

We are made weaker.  But hear the word of the Lord from Psalm 34:18.  

Translate here:  

It says, “The Lord is nigh, or close unto them that are of a broken heart.” 

Translate here:  

So we see that that thing that happened to us that looked like a hurt,… 

Translate here:  

…..could bring us a broken heart.  

Translate here:  

And the Lord says that the Lord is close to them that are of a broken heart,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and he saves such that are of a contrite spirit.  

Translate here:  

In times past we have looked at the issue about God resisting the proud.  

Translate here:  

He does.  God resists the proud, but he gives grace to the humble.  

Translate here:  

So this dry crust, ….this lot that doesn’t look, in the eyes of the world, as being such a great thing, 

Translate here:  

…..might possibly be the very thing by which the door is opened into the kingdom of heaven to us.  

Translate here:  

It might possibly be the hook on which our garland of grace is hung,… 

Translate here:  

…..or become the gray hair of experience, placed on our head.  Alleluia!   

Translate here:  

 In Psalm 34, “The Lord is close to those that are brokenhearted…. 

Translate here:  

…..and he rescues those that are crushed in spirit. 

Translate here:  

The righteous face many troubles, but the Lord rescues each and everyone,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and the Lord protects them from harm. 

Translate here:  

Not one of their bones will be broken.”  That’s the promise from God. 

Translate here:  

A dry crust eaten in peace, is better than a great feast with strife.  

Translate here:  

I found out something interesting about this peace referred to here.  

Translate here:  

Because you know we are dealing with an English translation of the Bible….. 

Translate here:  

….the Old Testament in which the book of Proverbs is found was written in the Hebrew language,…. 

Translate here:  

…..so there is a specific Hebrew word referred to here when it says a dry crust eaten in peace….  

Translate here:  

I don’t know that I have the pronunciation correct, but in Hebrew, sounds something like “shallbah”  “Shallbah.”  

Translate here:  

Well, the interesting thing is that that peace is translated in different places in the Old Testament differently. 

Translate here:  

Sometimes it is translated as peace.  

Translate here:  

In another place it is called “quietness”.  

Translate here:  

But one time it is called “abundance” and another time it is called “prosperity”.  

Translate here:  

In Psalm 129 verse7, it says, “Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.”  

Translate here:  

That word “prosperity” is the same word in Proverbs 17:1 

Translate here:  

 “A dry crust eaten in peace, is better than a great feast with strife.”  

Translate here:  

It could have been translated this way,…. 

Translate here:  

“A dry crust eaten in prosperity, is better than a great feast with strife.”  

Translate here:  

What I want to show here is that the prosperity of God isn’t the prosperity of man.  

Translate here:  

“I would that you’d prosper,”  the Apostle Paul says.  

Translate here:  

But our natural man thinks of prosperity in terms of the size of our bank account,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but Jesus said, “Real prosperity is having a rich relationship with God.”  

Translate here:  

Real security….  You see that same word “shallbar” could also be translated “security”…  

Translate here:  

……so there is a real security that is available to us in Christ… 

Translate here:  

…..and we can live peaceably and we can live with quietness.  Praise the Lord.  

Translate here:  

That’s not the way the world looks at prosperity. 

Translate here:  

The world sees prosperity as having gotten a big inheritance of land with a large income with it.  

Translate here:  

They sort of forget the fact that most of people that have all that land are living in strife,... 

Translate here:  

…..are living in tension with each other.  

Translate here:  

But the Holy Ghost says that real peace, real prosperity is something that you have within,…. 

Translate here:  

……in a rich relationship with God.  

Translate here:  

I know we have read it many times before as we have pursued this study in the book of Proverbs,…. 

Translate here:  

…..because we are often talking about riches and prosperity,….. 

Translate here:  

…..but let’s look one more time at I Timothy chapter 6, verses 5 through 10.  

Translate here:  

It talks about certain people always causing trouble.  
Translate here:  

It says, “Their minds are corrupt. They don’t’ tell the truth.  

Translate here:  

To them, religion is a way of getting rich.” 

Translate here:  

To those that adopt the ideas of the world,…. 

Translate here:  

…..they see the purpose of religion as a way of getting rich.  

Translate here:  

Yet, it tells us in verse 6, “True religion with contentment or with peace….

Translate here:  

 ……TRUE religion with contentment…. is great wealth.”  

Translate here:  

A dry crust eaten in peace, is better than a great feast with strife.  

Translate here:  

TRUE religion with contentment is great wealth. 

Translate here:  

 “After all,” verse 7, “we didn’t bring anything with us when we came into the world,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and we certainly can’t carry anything with us when we die.  

Translate here:  

So if we have food and clothing, let us be content. 

Translate here:  

But people who long to be rich fall into temptation….. 

Translate here:  

…..and are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires….. 

Translate here:  

…..that plunge them into ruin and destruction,…. 

Translate here:  

…..for the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.  

Translate here:  

And some people craving money have wandered from the faith…. 

Translate here:  

…..and pierced themselves with many sorrows.”  

Translate here:  

I pray that today we are seeking first the kingdom of God, righteousness, peace, joy in the Holy Ghost.  

Translate here:  

If we are, we are living wisely, and we will wear that garland of grace, ….
Translate here:  

…..and there WILL be a crown of glory for each of us.  Alleluia, 

Translate here:  

…..and we will be better than a man that takes a city. 

Translate here:  

We are promoting wisdom.  

Translate here:  

You see, here is real wisdom: a dry crust eaten in peace is better than a great feast with strife.  

Translate here:  

Why are we promoting wisdom?  Why are we trying to learn to be wise?  

Translate here:  

Well, one reason is found in Proverbs 4:7: 

Translate here:  

 “Wisdom is supreme, therefore get wisdom.  

Translate here:  

Though it cost you all that you have, get understanding.  

Translate here:  

Esteem her and she will exalt you.  

Translate here:  

Embrace her and she will honor you. 

Translate here:  

She will set a garland of grace on your head and present you with a crown of glory.  

Translate here:  

I pray that you have gotten a little bit of wisdom today hearing the word of the Lord.  

Translate here:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:  
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:  
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:     

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

