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Translate:
We have spent a lot of time talking about the trials or the tests that come from the Lord.  

Translate:
Proverbs 17:3 told us that the fining pot is for silver, and the furnace is for gold,…. 

Translate:
…..but the Lord tests the heart of men.  

Translate:
 Then we looked at the naughty tongue and the liar. 

Translate:
We looked at the person who spoke inappropriately.  

Translate:
Well, Proverbs 17:5 brings these two things together…. 

Translate:
…..because we often are guilty of what Proverbs 17:5 speaks against,…. 

Translate:
…..and God tests us again to find out if we will remain guilty.  

Translate:
He gives us another chance to find out whether or not we can be true,….

Translate:

….true to his word, true to his love. 

Translate:
Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs 17:5.  

Translate:
Whoever mocks the poor, reproaches his Maker,….

Translate:

….and he that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished.”  

Translate:
This verse has some interesting thoughts in it.  

Translate:
Those who mock the poor insult their Maker, it tells us in the New Living Testament,…. 

Translate:
…..and those that rejoice at the misfortune of others will be punished.  

Translate:
The New International Version says, “He who mocks the poor shows contempt for his Maker.  

Translate:
Those that gloat over disaster will not go unpunished,”  

Translate:
We don’t often think about teasing the poor.
Translate:
But sometimes the Lord puts us in contact with someone that is less fortunate….

Translate:

…. and what our attitude is toward that person…. 

Translate:
….reveals a lot about how the Lord has worked in our heart.  

Translate:
Are we being led of the spirit….. 

Translate:
……or are we simply living our own lives the way we are used to doing it?  

Translate:
Well, this is a very strong statement.  

Translate:
It says he that mocks the poor, insults their Maker.  

Translate:
What a thought that we would insult God!  

Translate:
It says in the King James Version, he reproaches his Maker.  

Translate:
To reproach is to criticize or condemn. 

Translate:
Can you imagine criticizing God, insulting God, showing contempt for our Creator?
Translate:

Man is certainly capable of doing it.  

Translate:
According to the wisdom of Solomon in Proverbs chapter 17 verse 5, 

Translate:
….whenever we ridicule the poor, whenever we make fun of the poor,….
Translate:
….whenever we have anything less than a godly attitude toward the poor,…. 

Translate:
…..we are showing contempt for our Maker.  

Translate:
It means we are actually failing God’s tests.  

Translate:
The refiners fire purifying the gold of our live is finding some dross. 

Translate:
That’s a problem.  Now we may often think, “I am kind to the poor. I give to the poor.  

Translate:
This couldn’t possibly apply to me,” but often it does apply to you and to me.  

Translate:
Let’s see how it applies.  Let’s look in the book of James.  

Translate:
The book of James gives us a clue as to how we mock the poor,…. 

Translate:
…..and consequently show contempt for God.  

Translate:
It says in James chapter 2….it says, 

Translate:
Dear brothers, how can you claim that you belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of Glory…. 

Translate:
….if you show favoritism to rich people and look down on poor people.”  

Translate:
We are not too convicted yet because we say to ourselves, that doesn’t describe me.  

Translate:
I wouldn’t do that.  I am not respecter of persons.  

Translate:
I treat all people the same.  Well, let’s see if we do.  

Translate:
Let’s read on in James chapter 2 verse 1:
Translate:
It says, “If a man comes into your church dressed in expensive clothes and with valuable gold rings on his finger…. 

Translate:
…..and at the same moment another man who comes in poor and dressed in thread-bare clothes,….. 

Translate:
……and you make a lot of fuss over the rich man,….
Translate:
…….and you give him the best seat in the house…. 

Translate:
…..and say to the poor man, you may stand over there if you like or else seat on the floor,… 

Translate:
….well, judging a man by his wealth shows that you are guided by wrong motives.  

Translate:
Now isn’t that something that is altogether too easy to do?  

Translate:
When we are in the church service, when we are honoring people,…. 

Translate:
…..we honor the rich and ignore the poor, by giving the rich more attention,… a better place to sit.  

Translate:
A man walks into the church dressed in fine expensive clothes. 

Translate:
Let’s just think about your own church.  

Translate:
Let’s think about where you went to church this week.  

Translate:
Let’s consider exactly what’s being described in James chapter 2,…. 

Translate:
……and let’s ask ourselves what would happen in these 2 scenarios.  

Translate:
Let’s say the meeting is progressing nicely.  

Translate:
You are singing along.  

Translate:
Everything’s going well and in walks a man who is obviously well dressed.  

Translate:
You have never seen him before. He is obviously well-dressed and cultured.  

Translate:
You know some people dress and look rich.  

Translate:
He looks like successful affluent person.  He comes in and he sits down.  

Translate:
At the same time, another individual comes in.  

Translate:
His clothes are ruffled and old.  You have never seen him before either.  

Translate:
Where would your heart go? How does the congregation respond?  

Translate:
Do they offer the better place to the better-dressed person?  

Translate:
Do they give more attention to the person with the fine clothes on?  

Translate:
If they do, then according the Proverbs chapter 17:5, they are insulting God.  

Translate:
Now that is strong language, but it says in James,….. 

Translate:
…..“Listen to me, dear brothers, God has chosen poor people to be rich in faith. 

Translate:
And the kingdom of heaven is theirs,…. 

Translate:
….for that is the gift God has promised to all those who love him.”  

Translate:
That’s a powerful statement.  God has chosen poor people to be rich in faith.  

Translate:
There was a study done by George Gallop. 

Translate:
Many in the US have heard of the Gallop Polls because they are famous.
Translate:

A “poll” is asking a question to a sampling of people to see what they say.

Translate:

Then judging by what a few people say, we know how everyone else thinks.
Translate:
The Gallop Poll has been used to predict how many will vote for a certain man to be the president of the United States. 
Translate:
I actually talked to Mr. George Gallop, Jr. some years ago, the man that runs the Gallop Poll,…. 

Translate:
…..and he has another polling organization that he uses to ask questions about religion in America,….. 

Translate:
…..and this is one of the questions that he asked.  How does your congregation treat poor people….. 

Translate:
……as opposed to how they treat the rich people?
Translate:
…..and what he found out was that the poor churches universally treated poor people much better than rich churches did. 

Translate:
The people in the churches with less money were often more loving and more available…. 

Translate:
…..and more willing to help than those churches that had more money, 

Translate:
…..because God is richer to those with more faith! Alleluia!  

Translate:
James goes on and says, “Don’t you realize it’s usually the rich men,… 

Translate:
….who pick on you and drag you into court,…. 

Translate:
…..and all too often they are the ones who laugh at Jesus Christ, whose noble name you bear.” 

Translate:
So, there is a practical reason right there.  

Translate:
It has nothing to do with a spiritual reason,….. 

Translate:
…..but a practical reason why you might not give a lot of attention to people that are well off,…. 

Translate:
….because James says it’s the rich guy that drags you into court. 

Translate:
He’s got enough money to hire a lawyer…. 

Translate:
……and if things don’t go well, he says, he will drag you into court.  

Translate:
But James goes on and says, “Yes, indeed it is good when you truly obey our Lord’s command.  

Translate:
You must love and help your neighbors just as much as you love and take care of yourself,…. 

Translate:
….but you are breaking this law of our Lord’s when you favor the rich.
Translate:
It is sin!  Whew! That’s pretty plain talk.  

Translate:
The Bible says, “It is sin to favor the rich and to fawn over them.”  

Translate:
Proverbs 17:5 says that when you mock the poor, you are insulting God.  

Translate:
You are showing contempt for your Maker.”  

Translate:
The second half of 17:5 says, “He that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished.”  

Translate:
The New Living Testament says those who rejoice at the misfortune of others will be punished.  

Translate:
Or whoever gloats over disaster will not go unpunished.  

Translate:
Our human nature very often gloats when we see a disaster occur in someone else’s life.  

Translate:
We may say, “well, they deserved it”, or “they should have seen it coming.”
Translate:

In addition, we love to tell people about others misfortune.

Translate:

We may have some air of pride that it didn’t happen to us because we are better.

Translate:

Of course, when we tell a story, we hope the listener will totally agree,….

Translate:

….that the person somehow brought about his own troubles.

Translate:

You know, soap operas are about one misfortune after another…

Translate:

…and housewives are addicted to those TV programs that thrive on bad news after bad news.

Translate:

The housewife literally gloats over the calamites she sees on TV.
Translate:
We may say we are judging, not gloating, but secretly we want to raise ourselves above them. 

Translate:
Let’s finish up today by reminding ourselves about the nature of love as it is expressed in I Corinthians chapter 13.  

Translate:
It tells us, “Love is patient and kind.  Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude.  

Translate:
Love does not demand its own way.  

Translate:
Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of when it has been wronged.  

Translate:
It is never glad about injustice, but it rejoices whenever the truth wins out.”  

Translate:
Many times, calamities that strike people are in fact unjust. 

Translate:
And it says in Proverbs 17:5, “He that is glad at calamity shall not go unpunished.”  

Translate:
The thing that protects us from being glad at calamities is by being filled with the spirit 

Translate:
If we walk in the love of God, we overcome temptation to fawn over rich people and to ignore the poor.  

Translate:
Jesus certainly did not ignore the poor, nor are we to ignore the poor. 

Translate:
I pray that you have been encouraged today to have the mind of Christ,…. 

Translate:
…. the attitude of Christ towards the poor.

Translate:
I pray this word has helped you grown in knowledge and wisdom today. 

Translate:
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate:  
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate:     http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the World Wide Web at http://www.radioencounter.com

