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Translate here:  

For some people the Bible is confusing, and apparently full of contradictions.  

Translate here:  

The scripture that we are going to look into Proverbs today,…
Translate here:  

…..could support their idea that the Bible contradicts itself.  

Translate here:  

The subject matter today is the subject of bribery. 

Translate here:  

Now when was the last time you heard someone preach on bribery?  

Translate here:  

Bribes are a common part of our culture. 

Translate here:  

They are in some parts of the world a way of life, and the Bible speaks very clearly about bribery,…. 

Translate here:  

……but the interesting thing is that it both says that a bride is good and a bribe is bad.  

Translate here:  

Now that would seem to create a problem for people.  

Translate here:  

They want the Bible to be clear.  

Translate here:  

Well, I believe it is clear. 

Translate here:  

Ultimately the word of God is sharp.  It is like a two-edged sword.  

Translate here:  

It splits apart the bone from the marrow, or the soul from the spirit.  

Translate here:  

It shows the thoughts and the intents of a person’s heart, and at the root of bribery,…


Translate here:  

…..the difference between an appropriate bribe, that is, a good bribe,…. 
Translate here:  

….and a wicked bribe gets down to the intent of the heart.  

Translate here:  

Why is the person offering this gift?  

Translate here:  

We are going to see that more clearly as we look at the scriptures related to the bribery, 

Translate here:  

In Proverbs chapter 17 verse 8, it says 

Translate here:  

“A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him that has it. 
Translate here:  

Wheresoever it turns, it prospers.”  

Translate here:  

Well, Brother Stephen, I thought you said you were going to talk about bribery… 

Translate here:  

…..and now you are talking about gifts. 

Translate here:  

Well, the word gift in the verse, in other English translations is also translated as ‘bribe’,…. 

Translate here:  

…..because the word in the original language wasn’t bribe at all.  

Translate here:  

We only know the word bribery because that’s an English word.  

Translate here:  

The New American Standard Bible says that a bribe is a charm in the sight of its owner. 

Translate here:  

Wherever he turns, he prospers.  

Translate here:  

The New International Version says that a bribe is a charm to the one who gives it. 

Translate here:  

Wherever he turns, he succeeds. 

Translate here:  

The Living Bible says that a bribe works like magic.  

Translate here:  

Whoever uses it will prosper. 

Translate here:  

Now the Bible here is talking about using a bribe to prosper.  

Translate here:  

It is saying that whoever uses a bribe will prosper.  

Translate here:  

I don’t believe that this is a “blanket” okay for bribery,….. 

Translate here:  

…..because there are other scriptures that are very strong also.  

Translate here:  

Just a few verses later in chapter 17 of Proverbs, it says that the wicked accept secret bribes to pervert justice.  

Translate here:  

Here it says the wicked accept bribes to distort justice.  

Translate here:  

In the Living Testament it says a secret gift calms anger; a secret bribe pacifies fury,… 

Translate here:  

…..but the King James Version says, “A wicked man takes a gift out of the bosom to pervert the ways of judgment.” 

Translate here:  

Can you think of wicked bribes maybe that are possible today? 

Translate here:  

Can you think of appropriate bribes that are possible today?  

Translate here:  

I have meditated on it and thought about it what it means. 

Translate here:  

If you know that the word “bribe” and the word “gift” are strongly related to each other, it helps us. 

Translate here:  

It came into my mind the picture of a family moving into a neighborhood. 

Translate here:  

The next-door neighbor, seeing them arrive and knowing how difficult it is to unpack…. 

Translate here:  

….she bakes a pan of cookies and goes next door to meet them and offer to help them…. 

Translate here:  

Now you say, Brother Steve, that’s not a bribe.  

Translate here:  

But it is a bribe, because what they are actually accomplishing is using a gift to find the favor of the neighbor.  

Translate here:  

They are establishing the atmosphere, the good atmosphere of the neighborhood.  

Translate here:  

They are showing that they are living in a community where people care.  

Translate here:  

The giving of gifts is an act of love,….. 

Translate here:  

……but the condition of our heart when we give the gift is everything. 

Translate here:  

It is everything. In the Gospels in Matthew, the story is told of the person…. 

Translate here:  

…….that is on the way to the altar to give a gift to God. 

Translate here:  

Now isn’t it an interesting idea that our offerings are gifts? 

Translate here:  

It might even be considered bribes……  

Translate here:  

Well, you know in the Old Testament, they had a thing called a guilt offering,…. 

Translate here:  

……and when you sinned, you took an offering to God as a payment for your sin.  

Translate here:  

Now that wasn’t to pervert justice.  That was an appropriate bribe….

Translate here:  

….to go to God and say God I am sorry and here I am proving that I am sorry by giving you this guilt offering.  

Translate here:  

In the New Testament, it says if you have a gift and you are going to give it to God,… 

Translate here:  

…..and you are on your way to the altar, 
Translate here:  

….and you remember that you hold something against a brother, 

Translate here:  

……or a brother holds something against you, that there is friction. 
Translate here:  

You may not even know why your friend or family member is upset with you.

Translate here:  

…..Well, don’t even think about giving that gift to God, because God won’t accept it.  

Translate here:  

He won’t hear your prayer, unless you lay that gift down and go to see that person…. 

Translate here:  

…..and get that problem settled with that friend,…. 

Translate here:  

….with that neighbor, with that brother, with that sister, with that mother.  

Translate here:  

You see, in the giving of the gift, in the offering of the gift, the condition of the heart is everything.  

Translate here:  

Why you are giving the gift? 

Translate here:  

What is in your heart while you are giving the gift?  It is everything.  

Translate here:  

Bribes are definitely spoken against.  

Translate here:  

Unrighteous bribes are definitely spoken against.  In Psalm 15 it says this, 

Translate here:  

“Who may worship in your sanctuary, O Lord?  

Translate here:  

Who may enter your presence on your Holy Hill?”  

Translate here:  

And it gives a list of qualifications for entering into the presence of God, 

Translate here:  

but it says in verse 5…. “Those that do not charge interest on the money they lend,…. 

Translate here:  

……and who refuse to accept bribes to testify against the innocent.”  

Translate here:  

You see, there is a bribe to pervert justice that is strongly spoken against,…. 

Translate here:  

……but there is a gift that is taken to the altar to please God, which is not spoken against… 

Translate here:  

….unless your heart is wrong, unless you have ought against your brother. 

Translate here:  

Even your appropriate gift, in that case, is not accepted…. 

Translate here:  

……because of the condition of your heart.  

Translate here:  

The position that your heart is in when you give the gift is everything,… 

Translate here:  

,,,,,but this thing about perverting justice is very clear. 

Translate here:  

It really is spoken of first in the book of Deuteronomy, verse 25 of chapter 27.
Translate here:  

It says, “Cursed be he that takes reward to slay an innocent person, and all the people shall say, Amen.”  

Translate here:  

Well, that’s strong language.  A person perverting justice by taking a bribe…. 

Translate here:  

….killing an innocent person for money, according to the Bible, cursed.  

Translate here:  

In Psalm 26 David says, “Gather not my soul with sinners,…. 

Translate here:  

…..nor my life with bloody men, in whose hands is mischief. And their right hand is full of bribes. 

Translate here:  

David was concerned… It was common in his day for people to be full of bribery, perverting justice,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but the Bible does say a bribe works like magic.  Whoever uses it will prosper.  

Translate here:  

That’s in Proverbs 17:8, which is where we are today. 

Translate here:  

In the Japanese culture, there is no business transaction that occurs without a bribe, without a gift. 

Translate here:  

They don’t call it a bribe. The word bribe sounds bad.  

Translate here:  

The word gift sounds good.  They are really both the same thing.  

Translate here:  

In the Japanese culture, if you go to visit someone with whom you would like to do business,,,,, 

Translate here:  

,,,,,you had bettrt walk in the door with a gift,… 

Translate here:  

…..and when you leave, you will have a gift from them. 

Translate here:  

It is common in their culture.  

Translate here:  

I think we could learn something from them.  

Translate here:  

That example that we gave earlier of the family moving into the neighborhood,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and someone bringing them a pan of cookies, that is not a bad thing. 

Translate here:  

When we actually give of our substance to another person as an act of love, we are demonstrating Christ.  

Translate here:  

The greatest gift of course is Christ dying on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins.  

Translate here:  

He gave his life.  God so loved the world that he gave his son….

Translate here:  

Jesus gave his life that we might be set free from the consequences of sin.  

Translate here:  

It is the complete opposite of the curse activity that is talked about in Deuteronomy.  

Translate here:  

There we have a person giving a bribe so that an innocent person would be condemned.  

Translate here:  

That is what the scribes and Pharisees did when they took the talents and gave them to Judas Iscariot.  

Translate here:  

They bribed him in order to get him to condemn or to turn in an innocent man, Jesus. 

Translate here:  

But Jesus,on the other hand, in righteousness gave not just a pan of cookies,…. 

Translate here:  

……but his entire life that the guilty might be set free.  Praise the Lord.  

Translate here:  

I pray that our thoughts on bribery and gifts have been instructive,…. 

Translate here:  

……and I hope that you will give good gifts,….. 

Translate here:  

….and that the word of God is central to your life, 

Translate here:  

…..and that you look to it for answers to all your questions.

Translate here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:

Have a great eternity and may God richly bless your life through this message.

Translate:  
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate:     http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the World Wide Web at http://www.radioencounter.com

