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Translate here:

Clearly walking with Jesus is not a matter of simply obeying rules and regulations. 

Translate here:

Oh, how easy it would be if we had only rules 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5…. 

Translate here:

….and we obeyed them…. and then sat around and said I have done the will of God.  

Translate here:

But some things about walking in the spirit can not be done according to a set of rules. 

Translate here:

Let’s consider our attitude towards sin in another person’s life.  

Translate here:

Now in Timothy, Timothy is told to correct and rebuke with all authority. 

Translate here:

The scripture clearly shows that the wages of sin is death,…. 

Translate here:

…..and it tells us that we are called to warn the sinner regarding the consequences of his sin. 

Translate here:

Rebuke, correct with all authority,….

Translate here:

….and yet there is the mercy of God that is from everlasting to everlasting. 

Translate here:

Today we are going to look at the mercy and the love of God and how it deals with sin. 

Translate here:

The reason I have mentioned Timothy being called to correct and rebuke…. 

Translate here:

…..is that today’s verse in the book of Proverbs will be compared with this concept. 

Translate here:

What I have to suggest is that there is a time and a season for everything.  

Translate here:

As it says in Ecclesiastes, there is a time to tear down and a time to build up. 

Translate here:

There is a time to point out sin and a time to ignore sin. 

Translate here:

The ignoring of sin is what is being referred to today in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:

Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs 17:9.

Translate here:

“He that covers a transgression seeks love, but he that repeats a matter separates close friends.”  

Translate here:

What do you think the spirit is saying here when he says ‘cover a transgression’?  

Translate here:

Well, the New International Version says that he that covers over an offence promotes love,…. 

Translate here:

…..but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends.”   

Translate here:

The Living Bible says that love forgets mistakes.  

Translate here:

Nagging about them harms the best of friends.  

Translate here:

The New Living Testament says that disregarding another person’s faults preserves love. 

Translate here:

Telling about them separates close friends.  

Translate here:

Ah, covering a transgression.  

Translate here:

Cover a transgression means that we don’t talk about other peoples’ faults.  

Translate here:

We don’t point them out. 

Translate here:

What these scriptures add up to, is that if we start talking about other people’s faults,….
Translate here:

……we are going to lose a friend,… We are going to become gossipers.  

Translate here:

If as soon as someone slips up a little bit,…. 

Translate here:

….we are eager to talk about it, and tell other people about their failures,….

Translate here:

….we have entered the realm of gossiping.  

Translate here:

Would you be as eager to talk about your own failures? 

Translate here:

Would you mind if every time you made the slightest mistake, someone else pointed it out? 

Translate here:

This is exactly what Jesus was referring to when he said…. 

Translate here:

…..that the manner in which you judge is the manner in which you will also be judged.  

Translate here:

He says what you sow you are going to reap. 

Translate here:

You sow gossip, you will reap gossip.  

Translate here:

If you talk about other people’s faults, other people will talk about your faults.  

Translate here:

Well, Proverbs 17;9 is siding on the side of not talking about other people’s faults. 

Translate here:

It is talking about covering over an offense. It is talking about forgetting mistakes.  

Translate here:

It is talking about disregarding another person’s faults to remain close friends.  

Translate here:

It is talking about covering a transgression for the sake of love.  

Translate here:

This is in harmony with what we have already learned in Proverbs 10:12.  

Translate here:

Here it says that hatred stirs up quarrels, but love covers all offenses.  

Translate here:

Covering an offense means to not talk about it.  

Translate here:

Surely the wages of sin is death, and if someone is in an offensive position,…

Translate here:

….they are transgressing,…they are sinning, they will pay to God.  

Translate here:

It is just like the law of gravity.  

Translate here:

What goes up must come down. If you sin, you suffer.  

Translate here:

Now we are balancing here today the fine art of following the spirit of the Lord against following rules and regulations.  

Translate here:

Do you remember when the woman was caught in adultery and was brought to Jesus?  

Translate here:

She was caught in adultery. By law, she was wrong,…. 

Translate here:

…..and the people who brought  her to Jesus wanted to see how he would deal with her,…. 

Translate here:

…..because they were all set.  They had their rules and regulations.  
Translate here:

They were ready to stone her,…. 

Translate here:

…..and then Jesus said, “Okay, you who is without sin cast the first stone.”  

Translate here:

Basically he was saying, if you are ready to apply the rules and regulations to her life,…. 

Translate here:

…..be ready to apply the same set of rules and regulations to your own lives. 

Translate here:

This is a difficult subject.  It’s so easy to just criticize and condemn,…. 

Translate here:

…..if we are looking at a person who is clearly sinning.  

Translate here:

They are clearly in the wrong. 

Translate here:

I think one of the easiest ways to understand God’s heart toward this subject,…. 

Translate here:

…..is to think, those of us who are parents about our own children.  

Translate here:

Isn’t it true that when our children do things that are clearly wrong,…. 

Translate here:

…..that we have an amazing capacity to not notice and to overlook it? 
Translate here:

For instance, I have heard children, including my own, talk back to the parents, saying ‘No, I am not going to do it!”

Translate here:

The we reason within ourselves that that’s no very bad, so we drop the matter,

Translate here:

But if we told our boss at work ‘No, I am not going to do it!”, we would be fired. 

Translate here:

You see, love covers a multitude of sin.  Love doesn’t see mistakes. 

Translate here:

Love, it says in I Corinthians 13, thinks no evil.  

Translate here:

In the New Living Testament it says love is not irritable and touchy.  

Translate here:

It does not hold grudges and will hardly notice when others do wrong.  

Translate here:

I have had the experience of walking in a maximum custody prison,…. 

Translate here:

….surrounded by people who not only had sinned quite severely to get themselves there, 

Translate here:

…..but were sinning on a daily basis, were doing very nasty things to each other, hurting each other.  

Translate here:

The men in the cells were vilely cursing each other and accusing them of stealing,….
Translate here:

…..and how easy it would have been for me to walk down that aisle, 

Translate here:

…..and criticize and condemn them and challenge everybody in the room,… 

Translate here:

…..but the love of God was flowing through my heart.  

Translate here:

As it would flow through my heart, I wouldn’t even see their sin.  

Translate here:

I believe that that is the condition that we are in,…

Translate here:

…..all of us most of the time.  

Translate here:

You see, our hearts are deceitfully wicked.  

Translate here:

We are constantly doing things that are the results of fear and faithlessness.  

Translate here:

Our capacity for sin knows no end, and yet the Lord seemingly covers our sins.  

Translate here:

If each sin resulted in immediate payment for sin,…. 

Translate here:

…..most of us wouldn’t be able to get up this morning.  

Translate here:

We are easily frustrated. We worry.  Worry itself is sin.  

Translate here:

You may say, well I haven’t got any sin in my life.  

Translate here:

Are you full of worry?  You are full of sin.  

Translate here:

Your worry is a sign of faithlessness,… 

Translate here:

….and it is a direct contradiction to the commandment of Jesus who told us not to worry.  

Translate here:

He said don’t worry about tomorrow.  

Translate here:

The evils of today are sufficient for today.  Love covers a multitude of sins.  

Translate here:

This is emphasized in the Psalms.
Translate here:

It says, that the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him,… 

Translate here:

….and his righteousness unto his children’s children.  

Translate here:

We have no idea how vast the mercy of God is.  

Translate here:

God’s mercy is beyond our ability to understand.  

Translate here:

In his mercy, he forgives our sins.  : 

Translate here:

Psalm 103 says:  “Praise the Lord, I tell myself.  With my whole heart I will praise his holy Name.  

Translate here:

Praise the Lord I tell myself, and never forget all the good things he does for me.”  

Translate here:

The very first thing that he does in Psalm 103 is to forgive all my sins,…. 

Translate here:

….and to heal all my diseases. 

Translate here:

The Lord covers our sin. He doesn’t think evil of us.  

Translate here:

He treats us as children.  

Translate here:

He realizes how weak and frail we are.  

Translate here:

He realizes how easy it is for us to SIN,…. 

Translate here:

….and he covers us in his mercy,…. 

Translate here:

….and we when we respond to his mercy and ask for him to forgive us, he forgives us.  

Translate here:

He heals our sin. He has mercy upon us.  

Translate here:

Then he asks us to go do likewise.  

Translate here:

Do we have that attitude of Christ toward those that are about us that are sinning? …

Translate here:

…..particularly towards those that are sinning against us? ….

Translate here:

Those that are hurting us?  

Translate here:

Proverbs 17:9 says, “He that covers over an offense promotes love,…. 

Translate here:

…..and whoever repeats a matter separates close friends.”  

Translate here:

There you have it. Someone’s hurt you.  

Translate here:

Are you going to start gossiping about it, start talking about what an aweful person that person is? 

Translate here:

Or are you going to start walking in obedience to Proverbs 17:9.  

Translate here:

Love forgets mistakes.  

Translate here:

If the Lord can forget our mistakes, surely we can forget the mistakes of others.  

Translate here:

When we point out other people’s mistakes, all we are doing is asking for warfare,… 

Translate here:

…..but when we cover a transgression, when we disregard another person’s faults,… 

Translate here:

….when we forget mistakes, we are promoting love.  

Translate here:

This is the way of the Lord.  

Translate here:

This is what he did and does towards us,…. 

Translate here:

….and this is what he is asking us to do toward other people.  

Translate here:

Now when someone sins against you, the Lord knows. 

Translate here:

He said, “vengeance is mine,” and built into that sin is death,… 

Translate here:

…..because the wages of sin is death.  

Translate here:

It is not necessary for us to go around executing judgment, or tearing down another person’s character…. 

Translate here:

…..because of what they have done towards us. 

Translate here:

He that covers a transgression seeks love.  

Translate here:

Let’s seek love today.

Translate here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:

Have a great eternity and may God richly bless your life through this message.
Translate:  
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate:     http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the World Wide Web at http://www.radioencounter.com

