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Today’s Proverb is actually frightening,…. 
Translate here:

The reason that it’s frightening is because it is so accurate.  
Translate here:

It is so real and part of the lives of many people that you and I know.  
Translate here:

It is a frightening proverb.  It tells us in Proverbs 7:13:
Translate here:

 “Who so rewarded evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house.”  
Translate here:

In the New International Version it says, “If a man paid back evil for good, evil will never leave his house.”  
Translate here:

The Living Bible says that if you repay evil for good, a curse is upon your home.  
Translate here:

Evil, not departing from a home, a curse not departing from a home is altogether too real.  
Translate here:

There are too many homes upon whom the curse exists.  
Translate here:

How do we see that curse manifested?  
Translate here:

Children turning away from the Lord seeking after sin!  
Translate here:

Divorce! Abortion! Violence!  
Translate here:

These things are altogether too real.  
Translate here:

They are part of the fabric of our society.  
Translate here:

Today we are going to consider a home, not unlike many homes that you and I are both familiar with.  
Translate here:

In the particular home there was an evil man and an honest woman, a woman who feared God.  
Translate here:

The evil man was given a chance to repay good for good, but refused.  
Translate here:

He repaid evil for good, and a curse came upon his home….

Translate here:

…. and he died, which is the fate of all who turn away from righteousness.  
Translate here:

The wages of sin is death.  
Translate here:

I’ll read you the story of Abigail and her husband.  
Translate here:

It is found in I Samuel chapter 25.  
Translate here:

This story is not just a story from long ago, it’s a story for today. 
Translate here:

It’s a story about a man who had been protected by God, ….

Translate here:

….but who had not paid back good with good, but paid back good with evil. 
Translate here:

In I Samuel chapter 25, it says, “Now Samuel died and all Israel assembled and mourned for him,….

Translate here:

….and they buried him in his home in Ramah.  
Translate here:

Then David moved down into the desert of Maon.  
Translate here:

A certain man in Maon who had property there at Carmel was very wealthy. 
Translate here:

He had a 100 goats and 3000 sheep which he was shearing in Carmel.  
Translate here:

His name was Nabal and his wife’s name was Abigail.  
Translate here:

She was an intelligent and beautiful woman,….

Translate here:

…. but her husband, a Calebite, was surly and mean in his dealings.”  
Translate here:

How often do we find that in a man who with a 1000 sheep is surly and mean….

Translate here:

….have not been grateful and thankful to God for the prosperity that he has?  
Translate here:

“Well, while David was in the desert, he heard that Nabal was shearing sheep,….

Translate here:

…. so he sent 10 young men and he said to them, “Go up to Nabal at Carme….

Translate here:

…. and greet him in my name.  Say to him, long life to you,….

Translate here:

…. good health to you in your household, and good health to all that is yours.”  
Translate here:

David was actually speaking well-being or good into the life of Nabal. 
Translate here:

“Now, we hear that it is sheep shearing time.  
Translate here:

When your shepherds were with us,….

Translate here:

…. we did not mistreat them the whole time they were at Carmel.  
Translate here:

Nothing of theirs was missing.  
Translate here:

Ask your own servants and they will tell you;… 
Translate here:

… therefore, be favorable toward my young men, since we come at a festive time.  
Translate here:

Please give to us and your son David whatever you can find for them.  
Translate here:

When David’s men arrived they gave Nabal this message in David’s name and they waited.”  
Translate here:

Now you see David had been protecting Nabal and his sheep,….

Translate here:

…. and so he not only was speaking good into his life,…. 
Translate here:

… but he was going to him and saying look, could you perhaps share some of the wealth…

Translate here:

…. that is yours as the result of our efforts, because we protected you? 
Translate here:

You have more sheep than you would have had, had we not protected them.  
Translate here:

“But Nabal answered David’s servants.  Who is this David?  
Translate here:

Who is this son of Jesse?  
Translate here:

Many servants are breaking away from their masters these days.  
Translate here:

Why should I take my bread and water….

Translate here:

…. and the meat I have slaughtered from my shearers….

Translate here:

…. and give it to men coming from who knows where?”  
Translate here:

You see, Nabal was unable to see the blessing that had come into his life as the result of the protection of David,….

Translate here:

…. and that’s where many surly evil men are today.  
Translate here:

The protection of God has been on their home….

Translate here:

….., and God has allowed prosperity to come into their midst,…. 
Translate here:

…. but they are unable to see it, or acknowledge it, or respond.  
Translate here:

Well, David’s men returned and they reported every word to David.  
Translate here:

David said to his men, “Put on your swords.  
Translate here:

So they put on their swords and David put on his,….

Translate here:

…..and about 400 men went up with David while 200 stayed with the supplies”  
Translate here:

Now you see here, David was getting ready to go wreak vengeance against this man.  
Translate here:

And you know in fact, God has every right to wreak vengeance against those of us….

Translate here:

…. who partake of his prosperity but refuse to acknowledge him as the giver of his good gifts.  
Translate here:

We refuse to acknowledge him as the one who has protected our business,…

Translate here:

…. protected our job, protected our ability to get income. 
Translate here:

It’s unfortunately too real.  It’s too many men like Nabal today.

Translate here:

 When they are asked to return something to the Lord, simply refuse and say, “Who is this Lord.”  
Translate here:

“Well, one of the servants told Nabal’s wife Abigail, 
Translate here:

David sent messengers from the desert to give our master his greetings,….

Translate here:

…. but he hurled insults at them, yet these men were very good to us.  
Translate here:

They did not mistreat us….

Translate here:

…. and the whole time we were out in the field, nothing near them was missing.  
Translate here:

Night and day, they were like a wall around us.
Translate here:

Well, night and day, the Lord is a wall about us, protecting us. 
Translate here:

 “Now think it over and see what you can do…..

Translate here:

….because disaster is hanging over our master Nabal and his whole household.  
Translate here:

He is such a wicked man that no one can talk to him.”  
Translate here:

I have known these wicked men.  No one can talk to them.  
Translate here:

When you attempt to talk to them about the goodness of the Lord,….

Translate here:

…. they won’t listen to it.  “Abigail though,” it says, “lost no time. 
Translate here:

She took 200 loaves of bread, 2 skins of wine and 5 dressed sheep,….

Translate here:

…. 5 sieves of roasted grain, a 100 cakes of raisins,….

Translate here:

….and 200 cakes of pressed figs and loaded them on donkeys.  
Translate here:

Then she told her servants, go on ahead and I will follow you.  
Translate here:

But she did not tell her husband Nabal.”  
Translate here:

You see, this same action is being followed today by Godly women who have evil husbands,….

Translate here:

….who refuse to acknowledge the goodness of God.  
Translate here:

They are taking out of their grocery money and giving offerings to God.  
Translate here:

They are seeking to serve the Lord, 
Translate here:

 realizing that their husbands are in great danger because they will not acknowledge the protection of God and the prosperity of God in their lives.  
Translate here:

 “Well, she came riding on her donkey to a mountain ravine, 
Translate here:

and there were David and his men descending toward her and she met them. 
Translate here:

David had just said, “It’s been useless. 
Translate here:

 All my watching over this fellow’s property in the desert,
Translate here:

 so that nothing of his was missing.  
Translate here:

He has paid me back evil for good.  
Translate here:

May God deal with David, be it ever so severely, if by morning I leave alive one male of all who belong to him.”  
Translate here:

You see, David was intent, determined to go and wreak vengeance on Nabal, 
Translate here:

but the wife in her wisdom, gathered up the fig cakes 
Translate here:

and when Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her donkey, and bowed down before David with her face to the ground.”  
Translate here:

There are Godly women today who are bowing down before the Lord. 
Translate here:

 “She fell at his feet and she said, my lord, let the blame be on me alone.  
Translate here:

Please let your servant speak to you.  
Translate here:

Hear what your servant has to say. 
Translate here:

 May my lord pay no attention to that wicked man Nabal. 
Translate here:

He is just like his name.  
Translate here:

His name is fool, and folly goes with him.  
Translate here:

But as for me your servant, I did not see the men my master sent.’  
Translate here:

In other words, she is saying if I had seen the messengers come, 
Translate here:

I would have stopped them before they got a chance to talk to Nabal and everything would have been alright.  
Translate here:

 “But now since the Lord has kept you my master from bloodshed and from avenging yourself with your own hands, 
Translate here:

as surely as the Lord lives and as you live, 
Translate here:

may your enemies and all who intend to harm my master, 
Translate here:

be like Nabal, and let this gift which your servant your servant has brought to my master, be given to the men who follow you.  
Translate here:

Please forgive your servant’s offense, 
Translate here:

and the Lord will certainly make a lasting dynasty for my master because he fights the Lord’s battles.” 
Translate here:

 Well, we don’t have time to read the whole story, 
Translate here:

but David finally said to Abigail, 
Translate here:

 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, who has sent you today to meet me. 
Translate here:

May you be blessed with good judgment and for keeping me from bloodshed this day and for avenging myself with my own hands.”  
Translate here:

and we learn later in this story that “Nabal got drunk, 
Translate here:

and when Abigail told him how close he had come to being killed by David, fear come over him and he had a heart attack and he died.  
Translate here:

It tells us that when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said praise be to the Lord, who has held my cause against Nabal for treating me with contempt.  
Translate here:

He has kept his servant from doing wrong, and has brought Nabal’s wife wrongdoing down on his head.  
Translate here:

Then David sent word to Abigail asking her to become his wife.  
Translate here:

His servants went to Carmel and said to Abigail.  David has sent us to you, to ask you to become his wife.” 
Translate here:

This is a beautiful picture of a Godly woman interceding on the behalf of the evil or the ungodly husband.  
Translate here:

The curse came upon that house in the form of death to the husband, 
Translate here:

but the godly woman who foresaw the danger that was approaching, 
Translate here:

gathered up from the resources that she had available to her 
Translate here:

and she went before David who represented God to her in this situation, 
Translate here:

and she interceded and she asked and begged for mercy, and she was granted it. 
Translate here:

And after Nabal had died, David sent for her to be his wife.  
Translate here:

This is a picture of the widow being wed to God himself.

Translate here:

You see evil men, the fool, received his reward, but the Godly woman received another reward which was far better.

Translate here:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:

Have a great eternity and may God richly bless your life through this message.

Translate:  
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate:     http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the World Wide Web at http://www.radioencounter.com

